,vT. \ 


‘Assad prepares people for peace* 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez A! Assad is 
preparing his people for peace with Israel, a senior Israeli 
intelligence officer said here Tuesday. “President Assad is 
preparing his people for difficult decisions, which means 
•peace with Israel,” General Yaakov Ami Dror told 
parliament’s foreign affairs and defence committee Knes- 
set sources said. “It is difficult , for President Assad to 
accept that Syria must pay a price for an accord with Israel 
and to envision the Israeli flag flying on our embassy in 
Damascus," said Gen. Dror, who heads the analysis 
section of military intelligence. Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said meanwhile that a meeting at “the 
i highest level” would be necessary to push the negotiations 
forward between Syria and Israel. “Damascus insists that 
the meetings take place at ambassador level," Mr. Rabin 
said. 
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‘Red-Dead canal is more feasible 9 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Speaking at a meeting of the 
Washington Institute on the Middle East, Dr. Munther Haddadin, 
Jordan’s representative in the Midcasr Regional Development 
Working Group and a co-chairman of the Jordan Rift Valley 
development project, responded to a question from Executive 
Intelligence Review (EIR) news service regarding canal projects 
and nuclear desalination. On die issue of the canal. Dr. Haddadin 
said that they were awaiting a feasibility study in the fall. “The 
alternative Mediterranean Sea to Jordan River to Dead Sea is 
what Jordan would prefer,'* Dr. Haddadin said. “But you have to 
look ai the economic and the environmental costs. In the 
Med-Dead alternative, the economic factors speak in its favour. If 
you add the environmental costs, it could become more expensive. 
In the Red Sea-Dead Sea alternative, the environmental factors 
are all favourable as are the demographic factors,” said Dr. 
Haddadin. 
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Sharif Zeid visits 
GHQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker who is also defence 
minister, on Tuesday visited 
the Armed Forces General 
Headquarters where he tnet 
with Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General 
Abdul Hafez Marei and dis- 
cussed with him issues of 
concern to the Armed 
Forces. 

Major to tour 
Middle East 

LONDON (AP) — Prime 
Minister John Major will visit 
Israel, the West Bank and 
Jordan in March, a spokes- 
man said Tuesday. He will 
tour the areas between 
March 12 and 14, a spokes- 
man at the prime minister’s 
residence at 10 Downing 
Street said. An Israeli televi- 
sion report said that Mr. Ma- 
jor would also visit the Gaza 
Strip, but Mr. Major’s 
spokesman said that was not 
yet firm. 

Jordan stresses 
refugees’ rights 

CAIRO (Petra) — Director 
of the Palestinian .Affairs De- 
partment Assem Ghosheh 
said Tuesday Jordan had ex- 
erted strenuous efforts to 
help the Palestinian people 
regain their rights, including 
the right to se I f- 
determination on their 
national soil. At a meeting of 
the supervisors of Palestinian 
affairs at the Arab League in 
Cairo, Mr. Ghosheh said the 
Kingdom did not spare any 
effort to help the Palestinians 
‘through all stages and de- 
velopments of the Palestinian 
cause. The Jordaman-Israeli 
peace treaty included a clear 
phrase on the need to resolve 
the problem of Palestinian 
refugees in accordance with 
the international law, which 
is the main reference for solv- 
ing international disputes, 
said Mr. Ghosheh. who 
underlined that the right of 
refugees to return was the 
main concern of the Jorda- 
nian government’s policies. 

Israelis attend 
Mideast oil talks 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Israeli 
officials were attending their 
first Middle East petroleum 
and gas conference to explore 
the possibility of future ener- | 
gy deals with Gulf Arab 
• states, delegation bead Yossi 
Lubaton said here Tuesday. 
“This is the first step in con- 
ducting some relationship be- 
tween Israel and the coun- 
tries of the region after- 
very long years that we did 
not talk.” said Mr. Lubaton, 
a senior official at Israel’s 
ministry of energy and infras- 
tructure. 

: Dini cabinet runs 
into trouble 

ROME (AFP) — Prime 
Minister-designate Lamberto 
Dini ran into trouble Tuesday 
immediately after announc- 
ing his cabinet as outgoing 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi 
and his allies said they would' 
voce against it in parliament 
and two cabinet appointees 
turned down the job offers. 
Mr. Berlusconi and his allies 
had pressed for Mr. Dini to 
include members of the out- 
going government, but Mr. 
Dini refused in particular a de- 
mand that Gianni Letta, who 
served as undersecretary to 
the presidency, keep his job. 

Clinton cancels visit 
after bomb scare 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton cancel- 
led a scheduled tour of an 
earthquake -damaged uni- 
versity building Tuesday after 
Secret Service agents found 
three devices resembling pipe 
bombs, officials said. “The 
bomb squad was called at 
7:40 a.m. after the Secret 
Service found three devices 
resembling pipe bombs. They 
are still there, that's all," said 
officer Rigo Romero, a 
spokesman for the Los 
Angeles police department. 
Mr. Clinton was to tour a 
building damaged during last 
yeax’s earthquake at the Cali- 
fornia State University at 
Northridge when agents 
found the devices. 


2,700 feared dead in 

massive Japan quake 


KOBE, Japan (Agencies) — 
Japan’s industrial heartland 
lay in ruins after a massive 
earthquake struck Tuesday, 
leaving more than 2,700 dead 
or missing and destroying the 
state of the art quake-proof 
bridges and rail-lines in three 
of the country's largest cities. 

The quake was the biggest 
to bit Japan m nearly 47 
years, striking a region where 
residents had previously felt 
safe from the quake peril. 

The massive temblor, 
measuring 7.2 on the Richter 
scale, struck before dawn 
Tuesday at the cities of Kobe. 
Osaka and the former impe- 
rial capital of Kyoto. 

As 3,000 troops poured 
into the city for the start of 
full search operations 
Wednesday, Yasuo Tanaka, 
head of emergency services 
for the Kobe municipal gov- 
ernment, said die quake had 


defied the worst imaginings 
of city officials. 

“We are trying to do our 
best and bad prepared for all 
kinds of natural disasters. 
But the scale was just beyond 
our belief,’’ he told AFP. 

Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama set up an 
emergency headquarters and 
promise government assist- 
ance for victims. 

“We are now completing 
the up of rough fi- 


gures on the situation and full 
operations are scheduled to 
start tomorrow (Wednes- 
day).” Mr. Tanaka said. 

Eighteen hours after the 
quake, the National Police 
Agency said 1,590 people 
were confirmed dead, and 
1,017 were missing. At least 
6,334 were listed as injured. 

The 20-second seismic 
wave ripped through express- 
ways and railway tracks as if 
they were twigs, hurled 


No Jordanians reported hurt 


AMMAN (J.T.) — No 
Jordanians were hurt in the 
earthquake which hit central 
Japan Tuesday morning, the 
Foreign Ministry said." 

The ministry said that it 
was informed by the Jorda- 
nian embassy in Tokyo that 
no Jordanians reside in the 


disaster area. 

“We haven’t heard any- 
thing as yet from Tokyo?’ 
said Japanese Ambassador to 
Jordan, luji Ikeda when 
asked whether the quake 
would have any impact on 
the Japanese Crown Prince’s 
scheduled visit to Jordan 
starting on Jan. 26. 


lumps of concrete from the 
rooftops with a giant’s hand, 
and left steel reinforcement 
bars tangled like spaghetti. 
Dozens of aftershocks struck 
the region after the first 
quake. 

Scores of fires raged out of 
control, defeating teams of 
sweating firefighters, ham- 
pered by blocked roads and 
breached water mains. In de- 
speration, helicopters were 
being deployed to douse the 
fires, drawing water from 
nearby Osaka" Bay. 

Around 60,000 households 
were without power, and 
490.000 without gas. 

Worst hit by far was Kobe. 
Japan's fifth -largest metropo- 
lis. where at nightfall, the 
centre was transformed into a 
ghost town as dazed residents 
wandered in icy temperatures 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan fully backs Ifran resolution 


Combined agency dispatches 

JORDAN ON Tuesday 
voiced satisfaction with the 
outcome of a two-day meet- 
ing of the Jerusalem Commit- 
tee of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
held in the Moroccan city of 
Ifran and said the Kingdom 
fully supported the final re- 
solution adopted by the 
meeting. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, who repre- 
sented Jordan at the ministe- 
rial level meeting held under 
the chairmanship of Moroc- 
co’s King Hassan II, also 
emphasised that Jordan sup- 
ported all efforts to save 
Jerusalem, protect Palesti- 


nian rights there, back the 
steadfastness of the city’s 
Palestinian residents and pre- 
serve the cultural and reli- 
gious heritage of the Holy 
City. 

In comments carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Kabariti also said Jordan 
fully supported the final re- 
solution adopted by the 
meeting and would work to- 
wards implementing its re- 
commendations. 

The final resolution 
emphasised that a just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East could be 
achieved only after the imple- 
mentation of the relevant 
United Nations Security 
Council resolutions and the 


principle of land for peace. 
Petra said. 

It called on the internation- 
al community to adhere to 
Security Council resolution 
478 which forbade countries 
from moving their embassies 
in Israel to occupied Jeru- 
salem. Petra reported. 

The resolution also called 
on the secretary-general of 
the OIC to contact interna- 
tional organisations with a 
view to safeguarding the 
cultural heritage of the Holy 
City, the agency said. 

“Concrete proposals were 
made to save Al Quds and 
there was no divergence 
among any of the members," 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told Reuters after 


the committee’s first session 
in Ifran on Monday. 

The final resolution was 
also expected to condemn 
Israel’s decision to ban 
Palestinian activity in Arab 
East Jerusalem. Reuter said. 
Petra made no mention of 
this issue. 

The resolution was also to 
ask Moscow and Washing- 
ton. sponsors of the Middle 
East peace conference, to in- 
tervene to stop the Judaisa- 
tion of Jerusalem, according 
to Reuters. 

Mr. Kabariti said Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat 
had confirmed to him that he 
would visit Jordan this 

(Continued on page 7) 


Yemen softens its 
stand in Saudi row! 


Russia, Chechens 
announce a truce 


PARIS (Agencies) — Yeme- 
ni President Aii Abdullah 
Saleh hinted Tuesday he was 
ready to renew a border 
accord which gives Saudi 
Arabia three disputed pro- 
vinces, after several armed 
clashes between the two 
neighbours. 

“We accept that the settle- 
ment of the border issue 
should be based on the Taif 
accoTd" of 1934, Mr. Saleh 
told a press conference at the 
end of an official visit to 
Paris. 

The treaty assigned the 
provinces of Najran, Jizan 
and Asir to the Saudi king- 
dom. They are also claimed 
by Yemen. 

Previously Sanaa argued 
that the treaty expired in 
September 1992 and was 
opposed to renewing it. Two 
years of talks have foiled to 
make any headway. 

The dispute, which has 
provoked several armed 
clashes since early Decem- 
ber, escalated into a tense 
stand-off between Yemen 
and Saudi forces at the 


weekend after both sides 
were reported to have mas- 
sed troops along the border. 

The tension was defused by 
a Syrian-brokered agreement 
Sunday, when the two sides 
pledged to avoid the use of 
force. 

“We do not want war, even 
if we are the victim of aggres- 
sion,’’ Mr. Saleh said. 

Where the boundary is ill- 
defined between the two 
countries* — along the border 
of former South Yemen 
which merged with the north 
four years ago — a special 
commission will be created to 
demarcate it, the president 
said. 

“If there is disagreement 
there should be arbitration, 
and if there is deadlock we 
should take the matter to the 
International Court of Jus- 
tice” in the Hague, Mr. Saleh 
added. 

However, Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Wahab Al 
Ansi, said that “historical, re- 
ligious and geographical ties 

(Continued on page 7) 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin and two 
cabinet ministers from the 
breakaway Russian republic 
of Chechenya on Tuesday 
reached an agreement in 
principle on a ceasefire in the 
Chechenya conflict, a 
Chechen spokesman said. 

Chechen Justice Minister 
Usman Imayev said at a press 
conference: “We have 
reached an agreement on a 
ceasefire and a halt in milit- 
ary action." 

He said the ceasefire could 
start as early as Wednesday 
night. 

A government spokesman 
confirmed the accord, which 
came during an hour-long 
meeting between Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin and Vice Premier 
Sergei Shakhrai on one hand 
and Mr. Imayev and Chechen 
Economics Minister Teimur- 
az Abubakarov on the 
other. 

Mr. Imayev, a close aide of 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev, said the issue of 
prisoner exchanges would be 


discussed later. He added 
that Ingush President Ruslan 
Aushev had acted as go- 
between in brokering the 
ceasefire accord. 

But Mr. Imayev could not 
give any firm official timing 
for the ceasefire, or 
announce any official signing. 

Meanwhile, correspon- 
dents at the Chechen capital 
of Grozny said Russian bom- 
bardments of Chechen posi- 
tions in the city were con- 
tinuing Tuesday. 

A 4S-hour ceasefire de- 
clared unilaterally by the 
Kremlin last week collapsed 
after two hours, although the 
intensity of fighting lessened 
over the two days. 

Earlier Tuesday, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin had 
met Mr. Chernomyrdin to 
discuss a ceasefire proposal 
made by the premier on 
Monday. 

Mr. Shakhrai had briefed 
Mr. Chernomyrdin on his ex- 
ploratory talks Monday with 
Mr. Imayev and Mr. Abuba- 

(Contioued on page 7) 


Saddam: Anti-Iraq camp is crumbling 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
President Saddam Hussein 
said on Tuesday the U.S.-led 
alliance that ousted Iraq from 
Kuwait in the Gulf war was 
crumbling and a government 
newspaper blamed America 
for a million Iraqi deaths. 

In a speech marking the 
fourth anniversary of the 
start of the 1991 war. Presi- 
dent Saddam said U-N. trade 
sanctions were the last re- 
maining weapon enemies 
could wield against Iraq but 
that nothing could vanquish 
his people. 

“Over the past as well as 
previous years Iraq continued 
to foil evil intentions to iso- 
late it from the international 
community," be said in a 
speech carried live by state- 
run television and radio. 

“Those in the anti-Iraq 
camp have been facing in- 


creasing resistance that has 
weakened their influence," 
he said. “The number of ene- 
mies is decreasing and these 
enemies have become de- 
sperate or near desperate.” 

He said neither the Gulf 
war noi the U.N. trade sanc- 
tions which blocked Iraq's 
lifeblood exports of oil could 
force Iraq to submit. 

“Iraq’s enemies have failed 
in their bid to prevent the 
people of Iraq from keeping 
on or to weaken their re- 
solve,” he said. 

Several thousand demon- 
strators took to the streets 
and burned the U.S. flag in 
front of a United Nations 
office in Baghdad. Radio and 
television broadcast anthems 
in praise of the Iraqi leader 
and the Mother of Battles, 
Iraq’s term for the war. 

State-run newspapers 


lashed out at the U.S., de- 
scribing it as a “monster de- 
void of any reason to support 
its criminal acts" against 
Iraq. 

The government newspap- 
er Al Jumhouriya blamed the 
U.S. for the deaths of Iraqi 
soldiers killed during the war 
and for sanctions which Iraq 
says have killed tens or 
thousands of its people by 
Cutting off vital supplies of 
food and medicines. 

“Remember the one mil- 
lion people killed by Amer- 
ica," it said in a front-page 
editorial. 

“Remember the sufferings 
of the embargo which have 
entered every Iraqi house. 
Engrave in the memory of 
your children the name of the 
criminal (Washington) whose 
harm against Iraq has never 
been done by any other cri- 


minal in history." 

Iraq has previously said 
that a half million children 
have died as a result of de- 
privations resulting from the 
sanctions. It has given no 
official figure of the number 
of Iraqi war dead, but the 
U.S. military has said the 
Gulf war killed 100,000 Iraqi 
troops, plus 35,000 to 45,000 
civilians. 

Iraq also marked the war 
anniversary — the day after 
the end of a deadline for Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait and 
the day on which U.S.-led 
allies began bombing Bagh- 
dad — with processions and 
artistic and musical events. 

President Saddam lashed 
out at the rulers of Saudi 
Arabia who he said had 
turned their land containing 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty* King Hussein on Tuesday meets Rawabdeh shortly before he chaired part of a 
with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Cabinet meeting (Petra photo! 
and Deputy Prime Minister Abdul Raouf 

King urges government to 
implement changes needed 
and reduce bureaucracy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday voiced his full sup- 
port for the new government 
of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and its efforts to 
meet the challenges facing 
the country at present. 

Attending part of a regular 
session of the Council of 
Ministers, the King stressed 
the need for every person to 
assume public office to shoul- 
der his or her responsibilities 
with dedication and efficien- 
cy. 

’ He said Jordan needs to 
consolidate its efforts to- 
wards helping the country 
and the future generations to 
attain the aspired goals. 

"The present stage re- 
quires increasing efforts to- 
wards reform so that the va- 
rious institutions can con- 
tinue to shoulder their re- 
sponsibilities with efficiency 
and distinguished perform- 
ance." the King said. 

"The government should 
review what has been 


achieved and carry out the 
required changes and reform 
so that the country’s institu- 
tions will be able to deal with 
the requirements of the pre- 
sent stage." the King said. 

The King urged the gov- 
ernment to cut down on 
bureaucracy, “which ham- 
pers the administrative and 
economic development." 

“We want Jordan to serve 
as a model and an example 
for our Arab brothers in 
terms of its pan-Arab affilia- 
tion, democratic life and poli- 
tical pluralism, and to reflect 
what the Jordanian people 
enjoy of responsible free- 
doms." the King said. 

King Hussein stressed the 
need for the government to 
draw up realisric and practic- 
al plans that would meet the 
expectations of the Jordanian 
people.” who have lived for 
so long enduring suffering 
and offering sacrifices for the 
nation." 

The prime minister. 


addressing the meeting, 
voiced the government’s 
appreciation of the King’s 
directives, which, he said, 
would help the government 
shoulder its responsibilities. 

The King was reassured 
about a riumber of matters of 
concern to the citizens, in- 
cluding preparations for the 
Holy Month of Ramadan and 
measures to meet the public's 
requirements during the 
month, Sharif Zeid said. 

The King was also reas- 
sured about measures taken 
by the government for the 
restoration of the country's 
water rights in implementa- 
tion of the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty and the govern- 
ment's action in dealing with 
poverty and unemployment, 
in organising the employment 
of guest workers and in 
adopting measures to curtail 
road accidents. 

Royal Court Chief Marwan 
A I Qasem attended the meet- 
ing. 


Palestinians step up fight 
against Jewish settlement 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — The Palesti- 
nians escalated resistance to 
new Jewish colonisation on 
Tuesday holding protests at 
three sites simultaneously to 
mark “Anti-Settlement 
Day." 

Clashes broke out near the 
colony of Psagot, close to 
Ramallah, where Israeli 
troops fired in the air to 
disperse 500 demonstrators 
chanting "Stop settlement, 
stop negotiations.’’ 

_ Soldiers waded in using 
fists and boots while youths 
lobbed rocks, witnesses said. 
Another five soldiers set ab- 
out thumping a woman and 
several girls. 

Three - young men were 
arrested and two Palestinian 
officials briefly detained, in- 
cluding Palestinian Sports 
Minister Azmi Shuebi. who 
was among those beaten. 

Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo 
called for “unity in the strug- 
gle to save our land.” Muslim 
fundamentalists and indepen- 
dent activists also joined the 
demonstrations calling for 
the removal of all settle- 
ments, 

“The PLO (Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation) 
should halt negotiations with 
Israel because Jewish settle- 
ments makes them worth- 
less.” said Hanan Ashrawi, 
former Palestinian spokes- 
woman. 

Both Dr. Ashrawi and Mr. 
Abed Rabbo sit on a Nation- 
al Committee to Confront 
Settlement, which called the 
day of protest. 

The protesters, chancing 
“God is greatest” and car- 
rying placards reading “No 


peace with settlements.” had 
marched from the town of Al 
Bireh to the outskirts of the 
Psagot settlement, where sol- 
diers blocked their advance. 

Witnesses said soldiers, 
apparently defying an agree- 
ment between’ the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
and the army on peaceful 
dispersal of the crowd, 
opened fire and kicked and 
shoved protesters, flinging to 
ihe ground Mr. Shuaibi. 

A soldier struck a Reuter 
reporter with the bun of his 
rifle. 

Palestinian leaders said 
earlier the protests at Al 
Bireh. Kufr Al Deek village 
near Nablus, and beside an 
enclave in the Hebron area, 
would herald a new uprising 
against settlements. 

In Hebron, Mayor Mustafa 
Natshe led a bus and car 
convoy of about 500 people 
through the town centre to- 
wards Haggai settlement, 
which paratroopers has sea- 
led off. 

"A new intifada against 
land theft." protestors 
shouted. “Land thieves kill 
peace." 

Palestinian Finance Minis- 
ter Mohammad Nashashibi 
told the crowd: “The army 
has no right to stop us. this is 
our land. Their presence here 
is illegal. 

“This is our land, we will 
live here and die here.” 

The demonstrators re- 
turned peacefully to Hebron 
and rallied outside the fbrahi- 
mi Mosque. 

At the third site, Kufr Al 
Deek. between Ramallah 
and Nablus, about 300 de- 
monstrators staged a sit-in 
after troops set up road 


blocks ro prevent them 
reaching land designated for 
an Israeli “industrial zone.” 

Settlers provoked Palesti- 
nian anger this month with a 
series of new West Bank land 
grabs ahead of the redeploy- 
ment of the Israeli army 
which is under negotiation in 
line with the autonomy 
agreements. 

Jewish families have 
starred moving into Qadu- 
mim settlement where the 
population is due to grow by 
30 per cent following the 
construction of 200 more 
houses, the “mayor" said. 

Some 2,000 people already 
live at the colony, just west of 
Nablus, which has plans to 
house 15,000 people. 

“Within two months, 200 
more families will move into 
their homes in a new quar- 
ter,” said Yossi Kapah. 

Government and private 
surveys show that more than 
5,000 settlement housing un- 
its were planned for 1994- 
1995. despite Israel’s promise 
to the United States two 
years ago to halt building' 
which Washington calls an 
obstacle to peace. 

The United States have 
even subtracted S748.8 mil- 
lion from $10 billion in loan 
guaranies it provided Israel 
in 1992, to account for 
monies spent on settlement 
building. 

Much construction is done 
privately to legally circum- 
vent the housing freeze. But 
a housing ministry survey re- 
leased Tuesday showed'that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's government has 
approved construction of 
1,833 homes in 1994 and 
another 3,230 this year. 
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Battle looming 
for Mogadishu 


King meets aid foundation official 


MOGA1DSHU (AFP) — 
A battle for Mogadishu air- 
port is looming as U.N. 
troops depart. 

Rival chieftains told AFP 
separately here that their 
militias would control it. 
and defend it. 

The 8,000 U.N. troops' 
. remaining, garrisoned at 
the airport, the port, and in 
the city, will all leave 
. Somalia bv late March fol- 
lowing the failure of rival 
warlords to agTee on a gov- 
ernment of national unity 
for this lawless Horn of 
Africa nation. 

The dozen or so relief 
agencies remaining in 
Somalia are planning to 
withdraw their expatriates 
■ — mostly to Nairobi — 
until the 'situation settles. 

The departure of the 
U.N. troops will be pro- 
tected by an amphibious 
fleet from the United 
States, France, Britain, Ita- 
ly. Pakistan and Malaysia. 
U.N. Special Representa- 
• live Victor Gbeho of Gha- 
na todl AFP. 

U.S. marines will come 
-ashore in the final stages as 
the last soldiers leave, he 
said. 

After that, with no gov- 
ernment in place, the port 
and the airport, with their 
lucrative fees, will be up for 
grabs by rival militias, with 
the victors able to import 
ammunition, weapons and 
other supplies. 

Both are in south Moga- 
dishu. which is mostly con- 
trolled by General Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed, but the 
AbgakJ sub-dan of self- 
styled President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, who controls 
north Mogadishu, holds the 
strategic enclave of Medina 
just beside the airport. 

The Abgal. a sub-clan of 
the Hawiye. chased the 
Murusade .another Hawiye 
sub-clan, out of Medina 
late last year after Muru- 
sade leader mohammad 
Qanyare Afrah switched 
allegiance from Mr. Ali 
Mahdi to Gen. Aideed. 

The victorious Abgal 
commander in Medina, 
Musa Sudi Yalaho, told 
AFP in his battered en- 
clave: “It is my responsibil- 
ity to run the airport. We 
consider it our property, so 


consider it our property, so 
we shall defend it if 


The airport will be fully 
controlled bv us because of 


its proximity to Medina.* 
Mr. Qanyare Afrah, whi 


Mr. Qanyare Afrah, who 
chaired a "peace confer- 


ence" of 13 factions in 
south Mogadishu to plan a 
government under Gen, 
Aideed, told AFP that "we 
are preparing forces to de- 
fend" the port and airport. 

Various proposals are 
circulating in Mogadishu 
for joint north-south com- 
mittees to run the two faci- 
lities. but Mr. Qanyare 
Afrah said flatly: “Ali 
Mahdi will not participate. 
If he wants war he will get 
it." 

Both Mr. Yalaho and 
Mr. Qanyare Afrah said 
they would respect the 33- 
hectare U.S. embassy com- 
pound in south Mogadishu, 
which the United Nations 
has just evacuated, but 
both said they would fight 
for it if the other side occu- 
pied it. 

The compound is de- 
fended at the moment by 
950-strong security batta- 
lion of Pakistani troops, 
but they will abandon it 
after contractors finish re- 
moving U.N. equipment, a 
process expected to take 
about a month. 

It will then be handed 
back to the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

Battles for the port 
appear less likely, as it is in 
an area occupied by militias 
whose leaders all owe alle- 
giance to Gen. Aideed. 

Mr. Yalaho conceded 
that "1 can’t say the port is 
ours." 

Gen. Aboo Samah Ben 
Abo Bakar. the Malaysian 
commander of the U.N. 
forces, said he expected 
there might be some de- 
monstrations as the last 
U.N. troops left, and 
maybe some throwing of 
stones, but added: “I don't 
expect much troubles." 

The protection force — 
two French warships are 
already here — will send up 
helicopter guns hips as the 
U.N. troops depart, with 
firepower far superior no 
the bartered pick-up battle- 
wagons known as "technic- 
als" which circulate in 
Mogadishu armed with 
rocket-propelled grenades 
and heavy machine-guns. 

The militias also use 
mortars, recoilless rifles, 
and 14.5 mm cannon, but 
have no tanks, aircraft, or 
ships. 

Gen. Aboo said he was 
satisfied with security at the 
dusty airport, which is now 
home to the remaining 
U.N. civiliains, but that it 
was being reviewed. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein met 
at the Royal Court on 
Tuesday with Joseph 
Locke, vice-president of 
the International Ambassa- 
dor Foundation based in 
Pasadena, California. 

The foundation has been 
providing assistance to Jor- 
dan since 1982 in the form 
of expertise and technical 
aid to rehabilitation centres 
for the handicapped. 

King Hussein voiced Jor- 
dan's deep appreciation to 
Mr. Locke and his founda- 
tion for the assistance to 
the Kingdom, and lisrened 
to Mr. Locke’s briefing on 
the activities of the founda- 
tion which was established 
in 1975. 

Mr. Locke told the Jor- 
dan Times later that since 
1982 the foundation has 
given special anention to 
Jordan where he paid tri- 
bute to Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince Has- 
san and Princess Sarvath 
for spearheading efforts in 
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His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday receives 
Joseph Locke, vice-president of the U.S.-based 


International Ambassador Foundation (Petra 
photo) 


caring for handicapped 
children. 

The foundation has 23 of 
its trained volunteers work- 


ing for Jordanian centres 
that help the handicapped, 
Mr. Locke added. 

The foundation, he said. 


provides similar assistance 
to centres in Sri Lanka and 
Thailand but with a smaller 
number of volunteers. 


Poland smuggled U.S.agents in Iraq I ryan i 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — After the Aue. 2. 1990, checked, the Iraqi officer yjgjjg JJ g 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Six U.S. agents who were 
trapped inside Iraq after the 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990, were rescued and 
smuggled out to Turkey with 
the help of Polish intelli- 
gence. the Washington Post 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

The operation, headed by 
a Polish agent who had spied 
against the United States dur- 
ing the cold war, prompted 
Washington to help Warsaw 
slash its S33 billion foreign 
debt by half, unidentified 
Polish and U.S. officials told 
the daily. 

Washington turned to Po- 
land for help in rescuing its 
agents because of extensive 
construction work carried out 
in Iraq by Polish engineering 
firms, the officials said. 

A similar request was re- 
buffed by Britain and France, 
who were concerned about 
their own nationals who had 
been taken as “human 
shields” against foreign 
attacks by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, the officials 
added. 


After the Aug. 2, 1990, 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, the 
U.S. agents escaped the 
crackdown on foreigners bv 
being given refuge at a Polish 
construction camp outside 
Baghdad, the sources added. 


The U.S. agents, from the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and the Defence In- 
telligence Agency according 
to American officials, were in 
Iraq to monitor Iraqi troop 
movements near the border 
with Kuwait. 


A group of Polish intelli- 
gence agents were trained for 
several weeks by the CIA 
before being smuggled into 
Iraq, where "they worked out 
the details of die American's 
rescue with the help of Polish 
civilians. 

Asked if they felt uncom- 
fortable helping their former 
cold war foes, the Polish in- 
telligence officer said no. 
“We said these guys are our 
colleagues. We had to help 
them," one officer said. 

The Americans were pro- 
vided false passports from 
Slavic countries. 

After a series of false 
starts, the U.S. agents, none 
of whom spoke Polish, were 
piled into a convoy of cars for 
their drive to the Turkish 
border. 

North of Mosul, they were 
stopped by an Iraqi military 
officer who was quickly 
moved away from the cars by 
a Polish technician who com- 
plimented him on his fluent 
Polish and talked about the 
friendship between their two 
countries. 

Given die passports to be 


checked, the Iraqi officer 
brushed them aside saying: 
“No problem. You are 
friends, you can go." 

Fearing border guards 
would ask the Americans 
their assumed Slavic names, 
which they were unable to 
pronounce, the Polish agents 
tried to get their friends 
drunk on whiskey with no 
luck, the officials said. 

Nevertheless, the U.S. 
agents managed to cross the 
border safely on foot, the 
officials added. 

No precise date for the 
rescue operation was given, 
other than it took place in the 
fall of 1990. 

“It was high-risk." then 
CIA director William Webs- 
ter told the daily, adding that 
the Poles “deserve a lot of 
credit." 

“It was a good beginning 
for our relationship in the 
future," said Mr. Webster, 
whom the daily said travelled 
to Poland early November 
1990 with a letter from then 
President George Bush 
announcing his intention to 


SANAA (AFT) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim AI 
Iryani left Sanaa Tuesday for 
Washington to discuss re- 
gional issues following a 
tense standoff on Yemen's 
border with Saudi Arabia, 
the official news agency 
SABA reported. 

Dr. Iryani. also deputy 
prime minister, said he would 
review “regional develop- 
ments” with U.S. officials. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State for the' Middle East 
Robert Pelletreau made a 
series of visits to Sanaa at the 
start of the May-July Yemeni 
civil war last year, calling for 
“reconciliation” between 
northern and southern 
forces. 


press other governments to 
forgive 516.5 billion of Po- 


forgive 516.5 billion of Po- 
land's foreign debt. 

After the rescue opera- 
tions, the daily said, Polish 
agents went on to free 15 
other foreigners, most of 
them Britons, who had been 
taken hostage by Iraq. 


Karem 
Mahmoud 
dies at 72 


By Hassaa Abu Ghanimeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


No letup in South Lebanon war of attrition 


By H ala Boztcoznpagni 
Agence France Presse 


, BEIRUT — Israel’s war of 
attrition against Arab guer- 
rillas in South Lebanon has 
shown no sign of slackening 
despite progress on other 
tracks of the peace process. 

The two sides have 
vowed to destroy each 
other and clashes erupt 
almost daily. 

The guerrillas launched 
some 25 attacks against 
Israeli troops and their pro- 
xy South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia in South 
Lebanon in the first half of 
January. 

The violence, which has 
rocked South Lebanon 
since Israel invaded the 
country and first deployed 
there nearly 20 years ago, 
has reached a new peak 
while Lebanese-Israeli 
peace talks remain dead- 
locked pending progress on 
the Syrian-Israeli track. 


Hizboilab vows to press 
on with its crusade and 
liberate South Lebanon 
from Israeli occupation 
while its arch enemy says 
peace depends on dis- 
arming the guerrillas. 

Buoyed by fresh state- 
ments of support from 
Tehran and Damascus, 
which deploys 35,000 
troops in Lebanon, Hizbol- 
lah launched daring attacks 
Monday and Tuesday on 
Israeli and SLA forces in 
Israel’s self-declared 
"security zone." 

The guerrillas even car- 
ried out operations from 
the southern sector of the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley — a front which bad 
remained dormant for 
several months. 

Israel struck back with air 
raids and a barrage of shell- 
ing on villages north of the 
border strip, wounding five 
civilians since the start of 
the year and damaging 
more than 50 homes. 


An SLA militiaman was 
killed and four were 
wounded uf some 25 guer- 
rilla attacks since the start 
of the year. 

Four Israeli soldiers were 
also wounded over the 
same period while four 
guerrillas were killed and 
five civilians wounded. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin accompa- 
nied by senior officers went 
to the zone Thursday to 
show support for Israeli 
troops and boost the flag- 
ging morale of the SLA. 
which has taken the brunt 
of the recent attacks. 

Mr. Rabin shook hands 
with SLA commander 
Antoine Lafad, a retired 
Lebanese army general, 
and pledged that Israel 
“will only agree to make 
peace with Lebanon if Hiz- 
bollah is disarmed... and 
the SLA integrated into the 
Lebanese army.” 

He warned Hizbollah of 
punitive action if it con- 


tinued attacks on the 
"security zone." 

However. Hizbollah's 
political officer for South 
Lebanon Haj Hassan 
Hoballah told AFP the 
guerrillas were "deter- 
mined :c fight until the total 
liberation' of Lebanese 
territory and defeat of the 
enemy and its agents." 

Hizboiiah has repeatedly 
vowed :c crush the SLA 
over the past few months 
and focused most of its 
attacks cn positions man- 
ned by the militia in the 
850-square kilometre (340- 
square mile) zone. 

The Iranian-backed 
movement was encouraged 
by statements from 
Lebanese Defence Minister 
Mohsen Dailul. who 
pledged SLA militiamen 
would be tried for treason if 
Israel pulled out of the 
zone. 

“Contacts have been 
going on for some time on 
the SLA's fate. We have 


firxnJy replied that they are 
agents and won't escape 
justice." he said. 

Mr. Dailul said that 
Lebanese army soldiers 
who had joined the SLA. 
including Gen. Lahd, bad 
been struck off army lists. 

Despite the launch of the 
Middle East peace process 
in October 1991, fighting 
has continued unabated in 
South Lebanon, where 19 
Israeli soldiers and 34 SLA 
militiamen were killed in 
1994. 


Faced with an upsurge of 
guerrilla attacks in Decem- 
ber, Israeli generals warned 
they would go on the offen- 
sive. 


Lebanese police say that 
in a bid to counter Hizbol- 
lah's improved tactics. 
Israel has resorted to its 
own style of guerrilla war- 
fare. sending patrols north 
of the zone despite having 
dropped such methods in 
1993. 


AMMAN — Famous Egyp- 
tian singer. Karem 
Mahmoud, who died in Lon- 
don two days ago at the age 
of 72, was considered by the 
artistic community in Egypt 
as one of Egypt’s best and 
most popular singers. 

Mahmoud's songs were 
popular throughout the Arab 
World, and many artists 
placed him on the same level 
with other gifted singers 
like Farid Al At rash. Abdul 
Halim Hafez and Moham- 
mad Fawzi whose songs were 
popular in Egypt and the rest 
of the Arab World in the 
l9J0s. 1950s and 1960s. 

Mahmoud, who died after 
a heart surgery, also featured 
in 25 movies and was re- 
ported to have recorded 200 
songs, the most famous of 
which was “innabi.” 

Mahmoud, who was laid to 
rest in his hometown near 
Cairo Tuesday, developed his 
talents since an early age. He 
joined the national Arab 
Music Conservatory in Cairo 
in 1938. 

He joined the “Golden 
Tunes" troupe and took part 
in traditional concerts at 
Cairo theatres. 

Mahmoud's contempor- 
aries in Egyptian cinema in- 
cluded Shadia. Najah Salam. 
Shanfeh Maher and Laila 
Fawzi. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




3,000 Jerusalemites take Israeli citizenship 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) -- About 3,000 
Palestinians living in East Jerusalem applied for and were 
granted Israeli citizenship in 1994, an interior ministry 
spokesman said Tuesday. The ministry accepred 1,075 
requests last year compared with 612 in 1993 and 293 in 
1990. One request can cover several members of the same 
family. Israelt citizenship provides greater freedom of 
movement both within the country and abroad for Jeru- 
salem Palestinians who are otherwise classed as “perma- 
nent residents.” Palestinians have to prove they have lived 
in Jerusalem for three of the previous five years, have a 
dean record and speak basic Hebrew to become Israeli 
citizens. Palestinian leaders oppose taking Israeli 
citizenship which they believe reinforces Israeli control of 
the Holv City. The ministry said it did not have figures for 
the total number of Jerusalem Palestinians with Israeli 
citizenship. Some 155.000 Palestinians live in Jerusalem 
which has a population of 567.000. 


Canadian officer to stand trial on death of Somali 


Restoration work begins at Ai Azhar Mosque 


CAIRO (AFP) — Restoration work began Monday on the 
10th-century Al Azhar Mosque in the centre of Ciairo. its 
Grand Sheikh Gad Al Haq Ali Gad AJ Haq said. The 
work, costing SIS million, will be paid for largely by Al 
Azhar. the highest Sunni Muslim authority, a reconstruc- 
tion ministry spokesman said. The project is expected to 
last four years. King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has offered S3 
million towards the restoration and Pakistani Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto has pledged $1 00.000, the spokesman 
said. The mosque was founded in 970 by Egyptian rulers. It 
spreads over one hectare and boasts five minarets, 300 
marble columns, a library and a university of 30,000 
students. 


Diplomats see Algerian foreign ministry chief 


ALGIERS (AFP) — European ambassadors to Algiers 
had a meeting Monday with Algerian Foreign Ministry 
Secretary-General Abdul Kader Taffer for “an exchange of 
views on matters of common interest." a ministry spokes- 
man said. It gave no further details on the meeting, which 
came three days after opposition groups called for negotia-, 
tions with the military-backed government after a joint 
conference in Rome. The talks a (so took place nine days 
after the expiry of an ultimatum allegedly issued by the 
extreme fundamentalist Armed Islamic Group for a num- 
ber of Western embassies in Algiers to dose. Also Monday 
President Liamine Zeroual saw' Algerian ambassadors and 
consuls based in a number of Western capitals, and asked 
them “to explain the aproach of the Algerian state at the 
present time." Algiers condemned the Rome conference •; 
beforehand as being allegedly manipulated by foreign ! 
interests, and has yet to react officially to its resolution. ! 


Tourism revenue up again in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Revenue from tourism in Egypt in- 
creased 29.4 per cent in the second half of last year despite 
continued attacks by Muslim extremists on foreign visitors. 
Tourism Minister Mamdouh Al Beltagi said Monday. 
"Good signs of recovery in tourism- were recorded in the 
sec ond ha lf of 1994. Revenue reached in that period 2.08 
billion - pounds (around S6Q0 million), an increase of 29.4 
per cent on the same period of the previous year," Mr. 
Beltagi was quoted as saying by Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA). The minister gave no figure for tourism 
receipts in the whole of 1994, but they were expected to be 
still far below the 1992 figure of three billion dollars. 
Revenue from tourism plunged to S1.3 billion in 1992 after 
fundamentalist attacks which have killed 12 Western 
tourists since March of that year. " 


Iranian on trial in Sweden for killing in Japan 

SUND5VALL. Sweden (AFP) — A Swedish coun will try 
an Iranian refugee who has confessed to killing a woman in 
Japan m 1992. a prosecutor said. The unidentified Iranian. 


a prosecutor said. iTie unidentified Iranian, 
who was wanted by Interpol, faces a 10-vear jail term if 
convicted. Prosecutor Christer van der Kwast said in this 
port town 400 kilometres north of Stockholm. He couM 
have been sentenced to death if tried in Japan. The Iranian 
isin jail in Haemoesand. 45 kilometres north of Sandsvall. 

if w n,a i *! ad “nfessed to killing a Japanese woman in a 
suburban Tokyo apartment in April 1992. the prosecutor 
h “ ** en w anwd by Interpol since the killing, in 
» ifk ^ t ^ ll £ ^ ie woman on r he head with a bottle and 
stabbed her repeatedly after an argument. 
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PETAWAWA. Ontario (AP) — A Canadian army captain 
charged in the torture and beating death of a Somali 
teenager lost his bid Monday to have the case thrown out 
and will face a court martial. A military judge-advocate 
ruled that Capt. Michael Sox must face a military court on 
charges stemming from the death of Shidane Arone, 16, in 
March 1993 while in the custody of Canadian forces at their 
base in the town of Belet Huen. Capt. Sox is charged with 
negligent performance of duty and causing bodily harm- 
The defence had argued that Capt. Sox can not get a fair 
trial because of the intense media coverage of the case. But 
the judge-advocate ruled that’s only speculation. Capt. Sox 
is the last of 10 members of the Canadian Airborne 
Regiment to be tried in the case. All but three of the 
previous nine were acquitted. The most severe penalty 
went to Pvt. Kyle Brown, convicted of manslaughter and 
sentenced to five years in prison. Pvt. Brown’s lawyer is 
seeking to appeal ’the case to the supreme court. Master 
Corporal Clayton Ma tehee, believed to be the main 
instigator of the incident, suffered severe brain damage 
when he attempted to hang himself and was ruled unfit to 
stand trial. Capt. Sox's trial has been adjourned until Feb. 
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Up per/hwer price in IBs per kg. 
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Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukainuiurj"! 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large)"""". 

Cucumbers (small) 

Eggplant 

Garlic., 

Grape Firm 

Lotion 

Marrow (large) 

Muyrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 
Pepper (hoi) . 

Pepper (sweet) 

Poiaio 

Radish 

Spinach 

String Brans 

Tomato 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Journalists 
and columnists as well as 
representatives of the elec- 
tronic media from Jordan 
and other Arab countries 
are expected to get first- 
hand information and 
assessments of the activities 
and programmes of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in various countries 
in the region during a sym- 
posium to be held in Am- 
man next week. 

-His Majesty King Hus- 
sein is expected to open the 
Jan. 21-22 event organised 
by the Amman-based Arab 
Institute for Financial and 
Banking Studies, an affili- 
ate of the 22-member Arab 
League. 

The event is being held at 
a time when government 
officials and economists say 
many journalists covering 
economic and financial 
issues lack the proper back- 
ground to do a justifiable 
job. Journalists counter the 
criticism by pointing out 
that they have little or no ' 
access to specialised fora 
where issues are discussed 
in simplified forms and sup- 


ported by revealing data. 

They also complain that 
many aspects of IMF prog- 
rammes in the Arab World 
are kept as rightly-guarded 
secrets if only because de- 
tailed revelations of IMF- 
prescribed plans might 
preempt many measures 
that are expected to be 
implemented by the gov- 
ernments. 

In the case of Jordan, 
officials have often admit- 
ted that criticism levelled at 
the fiscal restructuring 
programme under way in 
the Kingdom appeared to 
stem from ambiguous 
understanding of the prog- 
ramme itself. 

Islamist and leftist de- 
puties in Parliament are the 
harshest critics of the prog- 
ramme, and officials put 
the blame partly on the 
media, saying that the 
situation would have been 
different if the media, in- 
cluding many reporters and 
columnists, had presented 
the various aspects of the 
programme in detail and in 
the “right perspective” 
rather than generalising it 
as heralding difficult times 
for the common man. 


But in the absence of 
accurate, rdiab!; and sub- 
stantiated details, journal- 
ists say, they are unable ro 
project a more coherent 
picture of the programme. 

The Amman seminar is 
expected to be addressed 
by IMF experts as well as 
by leading officials hand- 
ling government approach 
to economy and finance in 
Jordan , Egypt. Lebanon. 
Syria, Palestine and several 
other Arab countries. 

The seminar, pan of the 
efforts of the Arab Institute 
for Financial and Banking 
Studies to hightighc “the 
role of the media ~in hand- 
ling economic and financial 
issues." will involve work- 
ing papers as well as panel 
discussions, said Khalil A1 
Shamma. deputy chief of 
the institute. 

The event is the first of 
.its kind to be organised by 
the institute and will be 
held under the title “The 
International Monetary- 
Fund and the Arab World 
— Realities and Pros- 
pects.” 

Dr. Shamma expressed 
hope that media repre- 
sentatives attending the 


seminar would benefit from 
the first-hand information 
tabled and discussed there 
in that they would be able 
to acquire details of various 
IMF programmes in coun- 
tries with differing econo- 
mic features. 

The IMF representatives 
will be discussing the fund's 
activities and future prog- 
rammes in the different 
Arab countries and goven- 
ment officials will present 
their own views on the IMF 
programmes. Dr. Shamma 
said. 

Journalists from all sorts 
of media are being invited 
to the event. Dr. Shamma 
said, expressing hope that 
the outcome of the seminar 
would be enlightening the 
media on rhe realities of 
economic restructuring 
programmes and other 
IMF activities in the Arab 
World. 

The Arab Instirute for 
Financial and Banking Stu- 
dies was established in 
I9S8. It maintains close ties 
with other Arab League 
and regional organisations 
as well as with international 
bodies such as the IMF and 
the World Bank. 


Jordanian- Yemeni ties discussed 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Tues- 
day received at the Royal 
Court the visiting Yemeni 
minister of administrative re- 
form. Sadeq Abu Ras. and 
reviewed with him Yemeni- 
Jordanhn relations. 

During the meeting, which 
was attended by Minister of 
Administrative Development 
Mohieddin Toq. the Yemeni 
minister stressed his coun- 
try's need for Jordanian ex- 
pertise in civil service and 
public administration. King 
Hussein promised all help 
concerning this domain. 

The Yemeni minister ear- 
lier visited the University of 
Jordan and met with its presi- 
dent. Fawzi Gharaibeh. with 
whom he discussed prospects 
of cooperation in training 
Yemeni personnel in public 
administration affairs. 

Dr. Gharaibeh briefed the 
minister and his accompany- 
ing delegation on the diffe- 
rent courses which could be- 
nefit Yemeni officials spe- 
cialising in public administra- 
tion. 

Mr. Abu Ras's Under- 


67 tawjihi students have exams cancelled for cheating 


'‘‘I* -ndav unife 

-- •->, (.Siiii^jj 

.;h! Trt 
• ■’ b % ^ 

’ • • -• recount* 

* • - • p-'Citfi b 

’ • ' - ' ■■ncr-fdi: 

-'rinr.e \Lni- 
• r '- 

r'-ii ruler, t 
■ ' - '" l-lti Jib 

Hijii 


Mass 

" . ■ ' rxchiie- 

.... r >. 


• -j.-o r>. 
j tc- 

- 

.-.j .h 

•• •: :i: .•: * 

-• . . -r ;cr:3i; 


again in Egypt 

• Lc-.pi f 

• • ..-iJdf* 

•; j \Vrtk 

■ -/rJiBB- 
- • ’ • 

' _ ...• ,i 

. ' . S|fi 

... 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Due to 
cheating during the tawjihi 
examinations which were 
held earlier this month, 67 
students had their mid-year - 
examinations entirely cancel- 
led and Z72 others had one 
subject cancelled, according 
to a senior official at the 
Ministry of Education which 
organised the examinations. 

Mohammad Obeidat, 
director of the Examinations 
Department at the ministry, 
said that another 132 students 
were barred from taking the 
examination altogether be- 
cause they had been absent 
from classes for more than 40 
days during the first term of 
the current scholastic year. 

The process of marking 
- . and grading the examination 
papers is due to be completed 
by the end of this week and 
the final results will be 
announced in the first week 
of February, said Dr. 
Obeidat. '“ : " 

Eleven thousand teachers f ' 
were enlisted to supervise fife - 
examinations in 1,130 halls 
around the country and 5.500 
teachers are currently in-, 
volved in the process of asses- 
sing the “students’ perform- 
ances, said Dr. Obeidat. 

Referring to the questions 
given to Che students. Dr. 
Obeidat said they were set in 
accordance with this year’s 
syllabus and sufficient time 



Students taking the tawjihi examinations (File photo) 


was given to the students to 
answer them. In the indust- 
rial stream, the ministry found 
that the first question was not 
correct and instructed the 
teachers to adjust the grades 


accordingly. 

Reports in the local press 
said that most of the students 
in the scientific stream had 
complained about the insuffi- 
cient time given them to 


Panel seeks to educate society 
on congenital diseases, disabilities 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Introducing 
educational programmes con- 
cerning disabilities and con- 
genital disease through the 
media and proposing their 
implementation in schools, 
colleges and higher education 
institutes was a top priority of 
the commiuee formed by the 
Business and Professional 
Women’s- Club (BPWC) to 
follow up on the recom- 
mendations suggested after 
'’the conclusion of a two-day 
conference last week on dis- 
abilities and congenital dis- 
eases. 

The 10-member commit- 
tee, which finalised its objec- 
tives Tuesday, stressed the 
need for early detection of 
congenital diseases and dis- 
abilities during pregnancy 
and ways to minimise the 
affects of such conditions on 
the effected person and on 
society. 

Moreover, the committee 
is planning to propose new 
legislation that requires cou- 
ples considering marriage to 
undergo a blood test. Last 
year, the government intro- 
duced a draft law that would 
require couples to take blood 
tests before their nuptials to 
determine if either partner 
suffersf from any disease or 
other genetic problems that 
could result in their children 
being bom with congenital 
malformation or retardation. 

“We realise that there has 
been a big debate about this 


issue in the past, bur we are 
going to try again, by intro- 
ducing new legislation to be 
followed by awareness lec- 
tures and campaigns.” said 
Butheinah Jardaneh. general 
director of the BPWC and 
one of the committee mem- 
bers. 

She told the Jordan Times 
Tuesday that the BPWC will 
organise several meetings 
and interviews with special- 
ised people and will distri- 
bute pamphlets in rural areas 
and small towns “where most 
inter-marriages occur.” 

“We are going to request 
from the concerned author- 
ities that they provide the 
necessary equipment to test 
women during and after pre- 
gnancy.” she added. 

The committee recom- 
mended focusing on educat- 
ing women on the importance 
of proper health care during 
and after pregnancy. 

The experts also suggested 
designating a day for heredit- 
ary diseases and inviting biol- 
ogy and health education 
professors to lecture and dis- 
cuss the latest discoveries in 
their fields. 

In addition, the committee 
suggested establishing a 
national library in Arabic to 
provide help and services to 
mothers and the society in 
general regarding disabilities 
and congenital diseases, and 
ro follow up on the latest 
developments. 

The committee includes 
Mohammad Khatib. a biolo- 
gy professor, Abdul Karim 


A1 (Judah, a professor of 
paediatric medicine, and 
Halah Kheimi. a biology pro- 
fessor, ail three from the 
University of Jordan; Hatem 
Shanti. professor of genetics 
at the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology; 
Sana Saqf A1 Heit, expert in 
diagnosis of hereditary dis- 
eases, and Muna Hamzeh, 
director of health education, 
both of the Ministry of 
Health: Sima Bahous. in- 
formation and communica- 
tion officer at the United 
Nation’s Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF); Haifa Ghazal. of 
the Psychological Guidance 
Society; and Hind Abdul Ja- 
ber and Butheinah Jardaneh 
of the BPWC. 

Organised by BPWC and 
UNICEF and attended by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
the two-day conference 
aimed at public awareness of 
congenital diseases and pre- 
vention methods through 
educational programmes 
offered by the BPWC 
throughout the Kingdom. 

The conference, attended 
by representatives of various 
ministries and private and 
public institutes, discussed 
five papets including cancer 
and heredity, early diagnose 
of congenital disease before 
birth, religious opinion re- 
garding congenital disease 
and abortion, the handicap- 
ped and criminal behaviour, 
and the role of the diagnosis 
centre at the Ministry of 
Health of preventing hand- 
icapped. 


answer the physics questions, 84,301 students sat for the 

but the ministry stresses that examinations in Jordan, 

there were no other problems Their papers are being scniri- 
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40,000 more trees to 
take root in A1 Hussein 
National Park 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity today will launch the 
second and third phases of A1 
Hussein National Park east of 
Amman by planting 40,000 
trees during celebrations 
marking Arbor Day. 

A municipality announce- 
ment said that 23,000 trees 
j will be planted on 350 
i dunums in the Khailatah area 
along the ring road east of 
Amman, and 17,000 trees on 
242 dunums in the Raqim 
district, also east of Amman. 

The two projects mark the 
second and third stages in the 
greening of areas east of the 
capital after phase I was ex- 
ecuted in January last year. 

The first phase was laun- 
ched by Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince Hassan 
and Princess Sarvath during 
an Arbor Day ceremony in 
which 120.0d0 trees were 
planted on 1.24S dunums. 


The municipality said the 
projects east of Amman were 
pan of a drive to fight off 
desertification and green the 
country. 

The statement said that the 
municipality has enclosed the 
first phase of the project with 
a 6000-metre-long barbed 
wire fence and uses drip 
irrigation to water the trees 
from a local anesian well 
which feeds eight large water 
towers. 

Meanwhile, Ajloun gov- 
emorate announced Tuesday 
that it will hold its own Arbor 
Day celebration Wednesday 
by planting 2.500 seedlings 
on three dunums of land.' 

At Kura district, an Arbor 
Day celebration was held, 
and according to the director 
of the local agricultural de- 
partment. 25,000 trees w r ere 
distributed to citizens and 
organisations ro be planted in 
the district. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


■fr FOm entitled “Live and Let Die’* at the British Council at 7:00 
P-*n- 

* Novel recital by Dr. Saleh Abu Usba’ at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art at 6:30 p.m. 

Exhibition Of the works Of Lebanese artist Amin A1 Basha at 
Darat AJ Funtin. Also showing another exhibition entitled 
“Phase H-Doors and Windows” by Jordanian artist Ghada 
Dahdaleh and works by contemporary Arab artists. 


☆ Exhibition of works by Spanish artist Covadonga Sarragua 
at Inxtituto Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 

-A- Educational works depicting the life of “Voltaire" at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of works by Hala Mahayni at the Petra International 
Hotel in Aqaba. 

# Exhibition of abstract art by Zakaria Barakat at the Housing Bank 
Gallery. 






His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday re- Reform Sadeq Abu Ras at the Royal 
ceives Yemeni Minister of Administrative Court (Petra photo) 


Secretary . Hussein. A1 Hajri, 
and a team of Yemeni offi- 
cials Tuesday visited the 
Royal Scientific Sociery 
(RSS) and were briefed by its 
vice-president. Saeed 
AHousri. on the RSS pro- 
jects. They discussed areas 
where Yemeni officials and 
personnel can benefit from 
the RSS trainine courses. 


Coinciding with the Yeme- 
ni delegation's visit to Jor- 
dan. the department in 
charge of developing exports 
at the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade announced Tues- 
day that Yemen has recently 
purchased a shipment of 
Jordanian ready-made gar- 
ments worth S’274,000 and 
shoes worth 592.000. 


The department said that 
the transaction was agreed 
upton during a recent visit to 
Yemen by a department de- 
legation which met with the 
Yemeni business community . 

The statement said that 
agreement was also reached 
on exporting S26 1.000 worth 
of gas cookers to Yemen by 
the end of January. 


Efforts under way to solve deadlock 
over vegetable oil exports to Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Chamber 
of Industry is trying to end a 
deadlock between Jordanian 
processors of vegetable oil 
and Iraqi importers over 
purchase agreements signed 
but unfulfilled because of the 
orders. 

The problem arose when 
the vegetable oil processors 
and exporters found them- 
selves unable to ..execute 
orders from Iraq at the prices 
originally agreed upon since 
international prices of raw 
materia] — mainly Malaysian 
palm oil — shot up dramati- 
cally in the past few months, 
according to Chamber of In- 
dustry officials. 

It is estimated that the 
Jordanian vegetable oil com- 
panies had ' received ' orders 
accompanied by relevant let- 
ters of credit for 75,000 ton- 
nes of vegetable oil in the 
latter half of 1994. The letters 
of credit provided for partial 
shipments but were non- 
negotiable as far as prices 
were concerned. 

The companies sent partial 
shipments of oil to Iraq, but 
as prices of palm oil climbed 
in Malaysia and elsewhere 
they found that the prices 
that they had agreed to with 
the Iraqi importers would not 
cover their production costs, 
said a Chamber of Industry 
official. 

The exporters sought to 
renegotiate the prices, but in 


view of the conditions of the 
letters of credit they were 
unable to do so. The Iraqi 
importers resisted the prices 
sought by the exporters and 
hence the deadlock. 

“Oil prices have gone up 
from $500 a tonne to more 
than S700 between the time 
the letters of credit were 
opened and today.” said a 
senior official of the Cham- 
ber of Industry. “As such, 
the exporters are unable to 
meet the unfulfilled parts of 
the orders.” 

The exporters, who pro- 
cess raw oil and repack it in 
containers specified by the 
Iraqi importers, are reported- 
ly willing to cut down on their 
prices but not to a level that 
would not cover their actual 
■ production costs. 

The whole affair involves 
about 63,000 tonnes of oil 
valued at about $4.25 million 
at pre-dispute prices. 

The exporters are deman- 
ding $900 per tonne of pro- 
cessed oil while the price in 
the letters of credit is $675 
per tonne. 

Iraqi government officials 
and importers raised the 
deadlock with a delegation 
headed by Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, president of the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry, 
which visited Iraq early this 
month, and requested the 
chamber's intervention to re- 
solve the dispute. 

“We are now trying to 
reach a common ground and 
solve the issue,” said the 
Chamber of Industry official. 


“After all, we have to ensure 
that trade relations between 
Jordan and Iraq are main- 
tained and nurtured in the 
interests of both parties.” 

According to Iraqi sources, 
any substantial raise in prices 
for vegetable oil was seen as 
unacceptable to the Iraqi im- 
porters if only because of the 
resultant increase in the mar- 
ket prices in Iraq at a time 
when the people of that na- 
tion already are suffering 
under hyperinflation as a re- 
sult of the four-year-old in- 
ternational sanctions against 
their country. 

“A formula has to be 
found to solve the problem 
for the sake of Jordanian- 
Iraqi business relations, par- 
ticularly that such problems 
as the vegetable oil crisis 
come at a time when Jordan’ 4 
is trying- to ensure a share’of* 
the Iraqi market in a post- 11 
sanctions ’period,” said an in- ' 
d us try source. 

Mr. Abu Hassan, the 
chamber of industry presi- 
dent, met with representa-. 
lives of the exporting firms 
and discussed the problem 
two days ago in Amman. It 
was not immediately known 
whether any definite formula . 
emerged from the meeting 
that would satisfy both sides. 

In comments carried in the 
local press. Mr. Abu Hassan 
emphasised the need to main- ■ 
tain strong relations with the 
Iraqi market and help the 
Iraqi people “at their time of ; 
need.” 


Regional expert! group to meet 
to prepare for Habitat II 


AMMAN (J.T) — In prepa- 
ration for the United Nations 
Conference on Human Set- 
tlements (Habitat II), which 
will be held in Istanbul in 
June 1996. the Economic and 
Social Commission for West- 
ern Asia (ESCWA) is orga- 
nising a regional expert group 
meeting next week, in coop- 
eration with the Arab League 
and the United Nations Cen- 
tre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat). 

Held under the patronage 
of Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Dr. Abdel Raz- 
zaq A1 Nsour, the expert 
group meeting will take place 
at Amman's Forte Grand 
Hotel between Jan. 23 and 
26. 

The meeting will serve as a 
forum for Arab experts to 
exchange information and 
views on the sustainable de- 
velopment of human settle- 
ments, and to discuss the 
general framework of the 
Arab Declaration for rhe De- 
velopment of Human Settle- 
ments. It aims to finalise the 
draft Arab declaration and to 
make recommendations, 
which, following their adop- 
tion at the regional Arab 
level, will be used as an input 
to the global plan of action. 
More specifically, the meet- 
ing seeks to achieve the fol- 
lowing goals: 

— Studying the current 
state of urbanisation, its fu- 
ture direction and its effect 
on human settlements. 

— Examining the current 
state of adequate shelter in 
tiie Arab region, in terms of 
its availability and cost in 
rural and urban areas and on 
national and regional levels. 
— Assessing and reviewing 


existing policies and prog- 
rammes for the sustainable 
development of human set- 
tlements, and providing 
objective suggestions and re- 
commendations on them. 

— Discussing the general 
framework of the Arab Dec- 
laration for Human Settle- 
ments prepared by ESCWA 
in order to finalise it in the 
form of a draft Arab declara- 
tion that would reflect the 
realities, priorities and basic 
approach of the sustainable 
development of human set- 
tlements in the Arab region. 

Meanwhile, a meeting was 
held in Amman Tuesday in 
preparation for another 
U.N. -sponsored conference, 
the World Summit for Social 


Development, to be held in 
Denmark in March this year. 

The meeting of the Nation- 
al Jordanian Coordination 
Committee, was chaired by 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Salwa Damen-Masri. It 
reviewed the Jordanian 
national working paper which 
will be submitted to the up- 
coming conference and which 
is seen as another sign of 
increasing concern around 
the world that the poor are 
being sidestepped and 
ignored, with no solution in 
sight for the mounting prob- 
lems. 

The summit is expected to 
come up with a plan of action 
to addr ss social issues. 


ARAB CONTEMPORARY ART 
EXHIBITION 

The exhibition contains paintings, 
sculptures, prints, watercolours, and 
ceramics by famous Arab artists. 

Location: Mona Saudi Studio 
Abdoun Village - Tel.: 829700* 

Exhibition runs from Thursday, Jan. 18 - 
until Saturday Jan. 27. 

Daily from .11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

Directions: Take road opposite gate of 
American Embassy. Road turns to right 
at end. Take 1st turn left, 2nd house on 
right between pine trees. 
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Supporters want 
Aristide forever 


\HedetaTortue 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) Creole graffiti on the 
walls and billboards read 
“Aristide for life.” Slogans 
such as “Aristide for 1,000 
yca^s" grace the decayed 
downtown district. 

The nine-member Elector- 
al Council, which is to admi- 
nistefr two elections this year, 
wm recently stacked with 
supporters of President Jean- 
Bertrand Aristide. 

The traditionally anti- 
Aristide army has been 
humiliated and reduced to a 
fourth of its size in favour of a 
police force that Mr. Aris- 
tide’s government will over- 
see. 

Some see these develop- 
ments as pointing to the 
popular priest staying beyond 
his 'term. Others say staying 
on 1 could be ruinous to Haiti. 

Mr. Aristide denies ambi- 
tions beyond his five-year 
term, which ends in February 
1996. Under the constitution, 
he cannot run again for five 
years. 

He has said the measure of 
democracy in Haiti was not 
his- election, but the transfer 
of power to a freely elected 
successor when his term ex- 
pires. 

Purely things will improve 
if Haiti gets through the year 
with successful elections for a 
new parliament and Mr. 
Aristide’s successor. It will 
give the country confidence,” 
said Colin Granderson, chief 
of the U.N. civilian mission 
in Haiti. “Political stability 
will create a favourable in- 
vestment climate, and jobs 
wilt, follow.'’ 

However, a nascent grass- 
roots movement has been 
floating the idea of extending 
his term, an idea that Mr. 
Aristide once supported be- 
fore submitting to American 
pressure to step aside. 

A pro-Aristide newspaper. 


Haiti En Marche, recently 
editorialised that term limits 
hurt the chances of stability 
and that the 1987 constitution 
was the product of the United 
States and the Haitian milit- 
ary dictatorship. 

“The worm was in the fruit 
from the beginning,” the 
paper concludes. 

“We will hang onto him 
until corn turns to millet.” 
said Jean-Patric St. George, 
26, president of the Martis- 
sant Youth Association. “We 
voted according to the con- 
stitution, and the grass-roots, 
groups say Aristide must 
have his foil five years.” 

Haitians in 1990 democra- 
tically elected Mr. Aristide. 
Seven months after taking 
office, the army threw him 
out. He returned from exile 
last October when coup lead- 
ers left under threat of an 
American invasion. 

Mr. Aristide, who pledged 
to respect differing views and 
conduct himself as a true 
democrat in his second 
chance at governance, took 
heat when he went outside 
the legal process to load the 
Electoral Council. 

One opposition leader, 
Leslie Manigat, noted that 
the council was to guard the 
electoral process. “But who 
will guard the guardians?” 
Mr. Manigat asked in a New 
Year’s Day address. 

Repeated delays in pre- 
senting an electoral law, re- 
sulting in postponements of 
legislative elections, have 
caused greater concern 
among those who fear long- 
term Aristide dominance. 

Mr. Aristide's supporters 
are expected to sweep the 
parliamentary elections, 
which may be held in May. A 
friendlier parliament could 
interpret the constitution to 
make up the three years as 
president Mr. Aristide lost in 


HAITI 


lie dels 
JGonave 


HAVANA ... 


L ■. 


JAMAICA 


# 

w 

/ 

^' c f O cean 

/ 

/ DOMINICAN 
f/' REPUBLIC 

P 1 3 

VSANTO Puerto 

DOMINGO Rico 


i^duras 

NICARAGUA 


exile. 

Mr. Aristide is described 
by some as lacking vision to 
the long-term development 
needs of his country, focusing 
instead on short-term huma- 
nitarian needs to the poorest 
nation in the Americas. 

“While humanitarian aid is 
important, it is cosmetic,” 
said Raymond Lafontant, 
director the Haitian Associa- 
tion of Industries, which was 
generally sympathetic to Mr. 
Aristide during his exile. “It 
doesn't create production 
and it doesn't create jobs. 

“That Aristide is keeping 
power in his hands doesn't 
matter.” Mr. Lafontant con- 
tinued. “The president is 
popular in his country and 
there is no other such force in 
Haiti up to now. But if he 


Greek MPs shelve Mitsotakis’ indictments Singapore 
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ATHENS (AP) — The 
Socialist-dominated parlia- 
ment voted Monday to sus- 
pend the indictments of con- 
servative former Premier 
Constantine Mitsotakis and 
two of his former ministers 
whgm it accused of corrup- 

La$t year, the Socialist 
government poshed indict- 
ments through parliament 
accusing Mr. Mitsotakis of 
taking a bribe in a cement 
company’s sale and of au- 
thorising wiretaps during his 
1990-1993 government. 

It also charged former Fi- 
nance Minister Yannis 
Paled krassas and former In- 
dustry Minister Andreas 
Andrianopoulos with alleged 
illegalities in the privatisation 
of Che Aget-Heracles cement 
concern in 1992. All three 
have denied the charges. 

In a secret ballot after a 
dayjong debate, deputies 
voted 154-102 m favour of 
suspending Mr. Mitsotakis’ 
indictment on the wiretap- 
png charge. They voted 155- 
98 to suspend legal action 
against the former premier 
and his two ministers in con- 
nection with the cement com- 
pany's sale. 

There are 300 seats in the 
single-chamber parliament. 
But . of the 274 deputies pre- 
sent, 18 abstained in the first 
vote and 21 in the second. 
The ruling Socialist Party 
(PASOK) has 170 seats and 
tiie conservative New Demo- 
cracy Party has 109. Two 
smaller parties walked out 
before the vote. 


Mr. Mitsotakis, 76, 
opposed the proposal. He 
argued that he and his former 
ministers should be given the 
right to dear their names in 
court. He d aimed that the 
Socialists would not have 
chosen to suspend the 
charges if tiiey had any evi- 
dence that would have led to 
convictions. 

“For a year the parliamen- 
tary majority has been sling- 
ing mod. You now come and 
ask for a suspension of the 
indictments. Why?" He* 
asked during the debate. 

Conservative deputies said 
that they would vote against 
the Socialist proposal. 

Premier Andreas Papan- 
dreou, 75, said in his speech 
that he wanted the country to 
put the past behind it for the 
sake of national unity. 

Several members of his 
party bad said that they 
would not support his prop- 
osal: Some because they 
would have liked to see Mr. 
Mitsotakis in court while 
others objected to having had 
to indict the former premier 
at Mr. Papandreou’s bidding 
in the first place. 

Technically, the charges 
will not be dropped and a 
new parliament could decide 
to try Mr. Mitsotakis and the 
other two men before a spe- 
cial bigb court but this is 
considered unlikely. 

Mr. Mitsotakis' resigned 
from the leadership of the 
New Democracy Party after 
his government fell to the 
Socialises in 1993. 

The Socialists pushed 
through parliament an indict- 


ment of Mr. Mitsotakis on 
June 16, claiming that he 
authorised the wiretaps of 
political opponents wide in 
power. The trial before a 
special High Court and 
Appeals Court judges was to 
start on Jaij^ Z^ .if the indict- 
ment' had not' been sus^ 
pended. * . ” "" 

On 'Sept. 15, the Socialist 
majority indicted Mr. Mitso- 
takis on charges of taking a 
bribe of $22 mOhon in the 

S ivatisation of the Aget- 
erades Cement Company. 
Mr. Paleokrassas and Mr. 
Andrianopoulos were ac- 
cused of illegalities in prom- 
oting the company's sale. 

Italian cement concern 
Calcestruzzi, in a joint ven- 
ture with the state-run 
National Bank of Greece, 
paid 124 billion drachmas 
($650 million at the time) for 
a 69.8 per cent stake in Aget- 
Hcracies. This was the big- 
gest privatisation carried ont 
by Mr. Mitsotakis’ govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Mitsotakis was in- 
strumental in having parlia- 
ment indict Mr. Papandrcou 
in 1989 on charges of taking 
bribes and authorising wire- 
taps during the Socialists’ 
1981-1989 administration. 
The special court cleared Mr. 
Papandreou of the first 
charge in 1991. The Mitsota- 
kis government later sus- 
pended the wiretapping in- 
dictment. 

The conservatives charged 
that the Socialist accusations 
against Mr. Mitsotakis were 
Mr. Papandreou’s reprisal. 


Simpson trial set to begin Thursday 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Accused murderer and foot- 
balk great O J. Simpson faces 
this week the most highly 
publicised trial in U.S. his- 
tory, pumped by high- 
powered attorneys pitching in 
incendiary elements of racism 
and wife abuse. 

Q.J. Simpson, 47. who is 
black, is accused of slashing 
to death his ex-wife Nicole. 
35, and her friend, Ron 
Goldman. 25, both of whom 
are white. This capped, pro- 
secutors say. years of violent 
abuse of his wife. 

Defence attorneys aijgued 
that marital turmoil is 
irrelevant and instead in- 
sisted that a racist detective 
framed Mr. Simpson by plac- 
ing a key piece of evidence — 
a bloody glove matching one 
at tbe crime scene — on his 
lawn. . 

Superior Court Judge 
Lance Ito will rule Tuesday 
or Wednesday whether to 
allow the 12-person jury 
made up of eight blacks, one 
Hispanic and two whites to 
hear the evidence of wife 
abuse. 

Opening arguments in tne 
trial begin Thursday, a few 
days after reports surfaced 
that two of his most promin- 
ent defence lawyers — 


Robert Shapiro and F. Lee 
Bailey — are fending and 
have quit speaking to each 
other. 

Mr. Shapiro learned that 
Mr. Bailey had for weeks 
been leaking to the media 
items intended to diminish 
Mr. Sharpiro’s legal skills 
while enhancing his own. the 
New York Times reported 
Monday. 

The feud between the out- 
sized legal egos has only 
added to the Hollywood fren- 
zy surrounding this trial in 
which Mr. Simpson co-wrote 
a book in jail proclaiming his 
innocence while Judge Ito 
starred in a television inter- 
view. 

And hundreds of reporters 
and photographers have con- 
verged on the courthouse for 
“the trial of the century” that 
has created a bonanza for the 
T-shirt and memorabilia en- 
trepreneurs hawking their 
OJ. wares outside. 

The media muscle brought 
to this trial promises to im- 
print on the national con- 
sciousness, at least tempor- 
arily. the issues of domestic 
violence and racism. 

Race tensions surfaced as 
defence and prosecution 
attorneys, both black, spar- 
red over the question ot 


whether a key white police 
investigator. Mark Fnhrman, 
has a history of racial intoler- 
ance. 

Simpson defence lawyer 
Johnnie Cochran presented 
statements made by Mr. 
Fubrman. evidence from his 
psychologists and an affidavit 
from a woman who claimed 
she heard him make racist 
remarks. 

Mr. Cochran introduced 
evidence that showed Mr. 
Fuhnnan 14 years ago used 
the word “nigger," and por- 
trayed Mr. Fuhnnan as a man 
capable of planting evidence 
because of his alleged racial 
bias. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Christopher Darden urged 
Judge Ito to block the word. 

"It’ll issue a test, and the 
test will be: 'Whose side are 
you on, tbe side of the white 
prosecutors and tbe white 
policemen, or are you on the 
side of the black 'defendant 
and his very prominent and 
capable black lawyer?" Mr. 
Darden said. 

Judge Ito bristled at the 
prospect, saying “For those 
of us who grew up in the ’60s 
and had hoped this would 
kind or go away, it’s a big 
disappointment to still have 
to read this sruff." 


newspaper 
for contempt 

SINGAPORE (R)—A Sing- 
apore, cchixt imposed heavy 
fines on an American profes- 
sor and officials of the Inter- 
national Herald" Tribune 
(XHT) newspaper Tuesday af- 
ter finding them guilty of 
contempt in a published arti- 
cle. 

High Court Judge Goh 
Joon Seng handed out Singa- 
pore’s stinest-cver combined 
fines in a contempt case 
involving the media, over an 
IHT article published on Ocl 
7 which criticised unnamed 
Asian judiciaries. 

“I find all five respondents 
guilty of contempt by way of 
scandalising the Singapore 
judiciary,” he told the court. 

Judge Goh said he had “no 
doubt" the offending passage 
“referred to, and was in- 
tended by (author) Christ- 
opher Lingle to refer to Sing- 
apore.” 

Mr. Lingle, a former pro- 
fessor at the National Uni- 
versity of Singapore who quit 
his job and returned to the 
United States last October, 
did not return to face charges 
and was fined Singapore dol- 
lars 10.000 ($6,900). 

Michael Richardson, the 
rHTs Asia editor who edited 
the article, was fined $3,450. 
Richard McClean, its Paris- 
based publisher, was fined 
$1,725. Local distributor. In- ~ 
tematiooal Herald Tribune 
( Singapore ). and primer 
Singapore Press Holdings 
were each fined $1,035. 
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U.S. AID chief hits back at critics 


100 Milas 


stays on, be will find me 
fighting him." 

Meanwhile, Canada will 
send some 500 troops to Haiti to 
help rebuild airports and 
other parts of the Haitian 
infrastructure, officials said 
Monday. 

Tbe Canadian army and air 
force will send engineers and 
technical personnel, accord- 
ing to John Williston, a 
-spokesman for Defence 
Minister David Colic nette. 

The troops will not be sent 
until Haitian authorities con- 
firm that the situation is 
stable, said Mr. Williston. 

Canada has sent 13 Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police to 
maintain order and 25 others 
to train Haitian police. An 
additional 65 will be sent in 
early March. 


i WASHINGTON (R) — The 
! head of the U.S. foreign aid 
agency hit back Tuesday at 
! conservatives in Congress 
who want to abolish it, saying 
that if they did so the govern- 
ment would only have to 
re-create it later. 

Agency for International 
Development (AID) admi- 
nistrator Brian Atwood said 
such a move would damage 
U.S. leadership. He accused 
the critics of advocating 
amoral conduct abroad white 
preaching traditional moral 
values at home. 

Mr. Atwood’s comments in 
a speech prepared for deliv- 
ery to an international de- 
velopment conference came 
as AID faces an uncertain 
future, with some Republi- 
cans railing for its blood. 

Kentucky Senator Mitch 
McConnell has introduced a 
bill to cut foreign spending 
and scrap AID, while tbe 
administration itself is con- 
si deringproposaJs to incorpo- 
rate AID and two other inde- 
pendent agencies into the 
State Department. 

Mr. Atwood said tbe Un- 
ited States was at a “crucial 
juncture," with world 
population growth likely to 
increase the challenge over 
the next 30 years and disease, 
food shortages and poverty 
exa using more migration ana 


Instability. 

“Now more than ever we 
need a strong institution cap- 
able of addressing these 
threats,” be said. “If smite on 
tbe hill (in Congress) have 
their way andwe lose that 
capability now, make no mis- - 
take, we will have to reinvent 
it later.” 

"My worry is that the de- 
bate we are having over the 
fate of our agency could dam- 
age our leadership potential 
as much as tile budget reduc- 
tions we have already suf- 
fered,” Mr. Atwood said. 

“Tbe problem is not the 
informed critics who honestly 
believe there is a better way 
to achieve our goals. The 
problem is created by those . 
who want to win the day by 
tearing down our instiutn- 
tion.” 

Mr. Atwood mentioned no 
names but twice referred to a 
remark by arch-consrevative 
Senator Jesse Helms about 
“throwing money down fore- 
ign ratbotes” as an example 
of “demagoguery.” Sen. 
Helms, a North Carolina Re- 
publican, is chairman of tbe 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

“Those who think that we 
can lay down the burden of 
leadership should understand 
that our retreat will resonate 
throughout tbe international 


community, and to the de- 
treiment of the values, we 
hold dear,” Mr. Atwood 
said. 

“It is remarkable that some 
who advocate a return to 
traditional standards in 
America can rinmltaneonsly 
argue for moral indifference 
in international conduct.” 

U.S. overseas aid in 1993 . 
totalled about $9 billion. In 
absolute terms this was 
second only to Japan, but as a 
percentage of gross national 
product it was the lowest 
among major Western Ra- 
tions, AID. officials say. 

Mr. Atwood said most 
americans believed. about 20 
per cent of their tax dollars 
went on foreign aid, whereas 
the real figure was less than 
one half of one per cent. 
Despite this, .more Amer- 
icans supported foreign aid 
than opposed it, be said. 

Mr. Atwood, who was 
appointed in 1993 to dean up 
AID after allegations of in- 
efficiency and corruption, 
also contested recent charges 
by the conservative Heritage 
Foundation think tank that it 
was still squandering money. 

He accused the group of 
making selective quotes from 
recent reprots by AID’S own 
inspector general, and said 
the failings identified by the 
inspector had been corrected. 


California floods create a toxic mess 


1 GUERNEVILLE. California 
(AP) — Racing waters and 
flooded homes swirled prop- 
ane tanks, anti-freeze, pesti- 
cides, bleach and other poiso- 
nous materials into a toxic 
stew dumping into the ocean. 

Toxic fuemes overcame 
two workers Sunday as they 
helped dean up around the 
Russian River, which winds 
through the northern Califor- 
nia wjne country before 
emptying into Pacific waters. 

The men. both members of 
the California Conservation 
Corps, were treated at a hos- 
pital for dizziness and nausea 
and returned to work after 
being released. 

“There are some gnarly 
black oil slicks in there.” said 
Henry Belli, another member 
of the Conservation Corps. 
“It smells like rotten eggs.” 

Wokcrs doned protective 
clothing and gas masks to 
remove poisons such as anti- 
freeze. pestiddes, bleach and 
other, materials. 

Cleanup crews also found 
propane tanks, paint cans 
and chemicals within a mile 
of washing into the Padfic. 
Some containers broke open, 
creating health hazards, said 
Tom Daly, fire protection 


Francisco. 

“As tilings get uncovered, 
then we’re going to find more 
and more different hazards.” 
Mr. Daly said. “Any type of 
toxic material, being motor 
oil, gasoline, fuels, cleaning 
substances, all those things 
are considered hazards if they 
starr to mix together.” 

The cleanup will take 
weeks, he said. 

Creating additional prob- 
lems, the main flooding area 
is just 15 miles (25 
kilometres) from the moth of 
the Russian River, where the 
salmon are running. That 
could pose a danger to the 
fish and people using nearby 
beaches, said Marty Isom of 
the Sonoma County Depar- 
ment of Health. 

The mess was left by 
storms chat have battered 
California for almost two 
weeks. Floods and mudslides 
have killed at least 12 people 
an cf caused an estimated $300 
million in damage. + 

At tbe Safeway Supermar- 
ket that reopened Saturday in' 
Guerneville. people lined up 
with food vouchers, hoping 
to get groceries. Red Cross 
volunteers handed out 
cleanup packages with mops. 


district engineer in Guerne- * ‘sponges and disinfectants, 
vflle, about 60 miles (100 Connie Hedrick, owner ot 
kilometres) north of San Guerneville Liquors, and 


several friends were disinfect- 
ing shelves and walls, hoping 
to stop “the mold crawling up 
the walls.” 

“There are so many peo- 
ple and so many businesses 
that will go under financial- 
ly,” Mis. Hedrick said. “It’s • 
a disaster. But everybody’s 
helping everybody ana keep- 
ing their spirits up. Ttn going 
to cry:” - . 

Across cfae - state, more 
than 10,250 families whose 
homes were damaged had ap- 
plied for federal aid by Sun- 
day afternoon, the Federal 
Emergency - Management 
Agency said. . . . 

In San Francisco, an-early 
morning shower made Sun- 
day tbe 16ch straight day of 
rain, breaking a 60-year re- 
cord for consecutive rain 
days. 

President Bill Clinton 
found himself offering U.S. 
aid to Japan after Monday's 
major earthquake as be pre- - 
pared Tuesday to survey the 
recovery from last year’s de- •' 
vastating California quake. 

Tbe president was also to 
inspect damage from this 
year's storm-driven floods. 

The United States said 
Monday U.S. embassy offi- 
cials in Japan were checking 
on the whereabouts of as 
many as 20,000 Americans. 


Clinton marks Martin Luther King holiday 


DENVER, Colorado (AFP) 
— President Bill Clinton and 
other Americans honoured 
Martin Luther King Monday 
amid a dispute between the 
King family and authorities 
over how to preserve the 
slain U.S. civil rights leader’s 
legacy. 

“What he lived and died 
for was for everyone of you 
to have tbe right to do good 
and be good and make the 
most of your life,” Mr. din- 
ton said in an address at a 
commemorative ceremony 
for Rev. King held here. 

Mr. Clinton linked tbe 
famed dream speech of Rev. 
King, who would have been 
66 years old Monday, to his 
own efforts to improve tbe 
lives of average Americans 
and bring tbe American 
dream within their reach. 

Mr. Clinton said when he 
took office in 1992, Washing- 
ton did not have the key “to 
reclaim that dream for which 


Martin Luther King gave his 
life,” referring to the civil 
rights leader’s “I have a 
dream” speech. 

But the president added 
that his two years in office 
had “restored a sense of eco- 
nomic direction and oppor- 
tunity.” 

The president’s trip, which 
includes a visit to flood- 
damaged California, is aimed 
at promoting his Middle 
Class Bill of Rights package 
of tax breaks for families with 
children and students. 

Meanwhile, Rev. King’s 
widow, Coretta Scott King, 
and their children placed a 
wreath on Rev. King’s crypt 
in Atlanta, Georgia, catty 
Monday, then attended a 
packed Ebenezer Baptist 
Church where both Rev. 
King and his father had 
preached. 

Former Atlanta Mayor and 
King aide Andrew Young, 
.wept as he reminded the 


crowd that Rev. King’s 
dream of a country muted in 
racial harmony has not yet 
been achieved. 

“Martin knew drat this 
wasn’t a one-generational 
struggle,” he said. “He knew 
he would not make it to the 
end, so it was very important 
that he have a family that 
could carry on.” 

The pastor. Reverend 
Joseph Roberts, reminded 
tbe congregation of Rev. 
King’s patience in his peace' 
fill pursuit of racial harmony. 

“As we see what is going 
on in Haiti and in South 
Africa, we know he rejoices 
with ns,” he said. 

The dispute between the 
family and the National Park 
Service centres on control of 
an Atlanta, Georgia neigh- 
bourhood where Rev. King 
was born on Jan. 5, 1929 that 
has been designated a nation- 
al historic sate. 


Killer quake shows limits of seismology 


TOKYO (AFP) — The huge 
temblor that flattened 
swathes of western Japan 
Tuesday starkly illustrated 
the limits of seismology as 
well as tbe arbitrary nature of 
earthquakes, experts admit- 
ted. 

The quake — at a massive 
12. on the open-ended Rich- 
ter scale — was less powerful 
but many times more devas- 
tating than a 73 monster that 
hit northern Japan less than 
three weeks earlier. 

Experts grappled to find a 
link between Tuesday’s killer 
and other bouts of seismic 
activity that have shaken 
Japan in recent months. 

*Hiey attributed much of’ 
tbe damage to the relative 
lack of preparedness among 
people in the Osaka area 
which — - unlike Tokyo and 
the surrounding region — is 
not renowned as a major 
centre of seismic activity. 

Megumi Mizoue. a profes- 
sor at the Tokyo University, 
said the western Japanese 
plate, where Tuesday quake’s 
occurred, was separate from 
the northern plate. 

“It's just a coincidence that 


the quakes occurred one after 
another,” he said. 

Said Jiro Suzuki, a seismol- 
ogy professor at Tohoku Uni- 
versity: **TTie latest quake 
was traced to a different 
cause from earlier tremors, 
though there may be an in- 
direct link among them.*' 

Tuesday’s earthquake left 
more than 1.200 dead or mis- 
sing, and thousands injured, 
in Osaka. Kobe and other 
parts of western Japan. 

The damage was far grea- 
ter than the Dec. 28 quake in 
the northern city of Hachi- 
nohe which claimed only two 
lives despite its higher magni- 
tude of 7.5. 

Japanese seismologists be-- 
lieve the latest quake was 
triggered by a horizontal 
movement of a fault in the 
region, while the recent 
quakes in northern Japan re- 
sulted from two plates 
smashing into each other. . 

Tosh: Asada, professor of 
seismology at Tokai Uni- 
versity, told Kyodo News 
Service that the quake was an 
“inland type” tremor in 
which the tectonic plate 
underneath Japan slipped 




into a geological fault be- 
neath the archipelago. 
Experts also said that tbe 

n ':e had a stronger impact 
others with similar mag- 
nitudes as its epicentre was 
shallow — only 20 kilometres 
below Awaji Island, about 
100 kilometres southwest of 
Osaka. 

“It was not the biggest 
quake, but it was the first td 
hit a major city since World 
War n,” said Suminao Mura- 
kami, a professor at the 
Yokohama National Uni- 
versity. 

Prof. Murakami also noted 
that hi western Japan, people 
“also took no precautions 
against fires resulting from 
earthquakes. No major fire 
damage has ever occurred in 
the past.” 

“People thought that ex- 
pressways m Japan were safe 
and what happened in Los 
Angeles last year would nev- 
er happen here. But they 
were proved wrong, as the 
roads were built a long time 
agp,” he said. 

The latest quake devasted 
the port town of Kobe, with a . 
population of 13 million. 


Nor only timber bouses but 
also concrete buildings col- 
lapsed, trapping hundreds of 
people. Highways and rail- 
way bridges also gave way. 
Fires started in various parts 
of the city and were still 
spreading in die afternoon. 

Seismology experts say 
western Japan should be pre- 
pared for more major quakes 
as the area has many faults. 

Kioyo Moji, .chairman of 
an earthquake prediction 
centre in Tokyo, said Toes-' 
day's quake may mark the 
start of an “active period” for 
earthquakes in western Japan 
after a dormant period lasting • 
several decades. 

The last big quake in west- 
ern Japan was in Fujui pre- • 
fecture in 1948 mid killed 
almost 4,000 people. 

Prof. Suzuki of tiie Tohoku ' 
University .said the latest 
quake would be followed by a 
series of aftershocks includ- 
ing major temblors of around 
six on the Richter scale. 

By 3:00 p.m: (0600 GMT), 
about nine hours after .tiie 
major quake, S47 aftershocks 
were detected, including two 
large ones. 


Danish prince’s 

trip with model 

sparks 

speculation 

COPENHAGEN (R) — De- ; 
nmark’s heir to tiie throne * 
Prince Frederik returned . 

from a tropical island holiday 

with a lingerie model amid 
speculation about his mantai - 
future. In a TV interview. 

Prince Frederik did not men- 

.tioH his girlfriend but listed 
- qualities Denmark’s next 
queen should possess. “She 
' must be at ease with herself " 
and something of an indi- ; 
vi dualist- She will have to be 
an independent woman, not a 
doll. It’s no easy job,” the 
prince said. Prince Ffederik’s 
girlfriend, Danish model Kai- 
ja Storkhohn. accompanied 
him to the island of Mauritius 
this month fuelling specula- 
tion she might become De- 
nmark’s next queen. 

Crane used to 
winch 500-pound * < 
ailing woman 

FRANKFURT, Germany ; 
(AFP) — Firefighters had to ,• 
use a crane to lift a 230- j 
kilogramme (506-pound) 
woman out of a third-floor 
window and take her to bos- 
pital. Fire Department offi- ]t 
rials said. The woman, who 
was not identified, had made 
an emergency call to her doc- 
tor Sunday evening but the 
latter was unable to cany - 
here to a waiting ambulance ^ 
even with the help of several 
men. The physician then cal- - m j 
led the fire department which h I 
sent a crane to help transport 
tiie aHing woman to hospital. 

Boys find 
loot of 
20-year-old 
robbery 

LONDON (AFP) — Three % 
boys playing on the bank of a 
canal in north western Eng- ,, 
land came across the loot of a 
burglary committed some 20 ” 
years ago and worth £50,000 " r 
(575,000), polie said Tnes- 
day. Damian Ecdes, 11, his 
brother Daniel, 13. and 
David Jones, 16, were dig- -1 
ging a foxhole beside tiie 
Leeds-Liverpool Canal at 
Halsalt. when they came 
•-across a metal box. ' “We - *- 
opened it up and- when we 
.saw all the silver and jewels * 
‘inside we thought we were 
rich. We went to a bouse ' '* 
nearby and phoned the police 
from there,” Daniel Ecdes • 
said. Police established that - 
the collection of jewellery, 
old coins and rare stamps had 
been stolen in a burglary at 
nearby Southport 20 years •'* 
before. Also found was a ■” 
passport of a man who was •'» 
not identified. "It would *- 
appear that the burglars S' 
buried the jewels and' in- . .. 
tended to return to recover 
them bat . for some reason '■» 
they have not done so,” a >■’ 
Lancashire Police spokesman ” 
said. 
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Thieves ham it 
up in France 

DIJON, France (AFP) — 
Thieves stole 840 kilos (1,850 -r 
pounds) of ham from a ware- 
house over the weekend, •*.’ 
police said. They broke into 
the refrigerated facility over- .> 
night and made off with 660 . . 
boxes of jellied ham with 
parsley, a specialty from the 
Dijon region of eastern 
France, the poGce said. 

Marcos son 
interviewed, 
kissed by 

Aquino’s daughter 

MANILA (AP) — The son 
of the lass Philippine dictator — 
Ferdinand Marcos laughed, .3* 
talked and exchanged kisses 
on five TV Monday .with a 
daughter of the opposition > 
leader Marcos Is suspected of 
baring killed. Kris Aquino, a 
daughter of -slain politician 
BemgnoAquino and host of 
a talk show on the * :,t 
goveroment-epntroned RPN- 
9 station, interviewed Con- ■- 
gressman Ferdinand “Bong- ■* * 

bong” Marcos Jr.,. 36. Her 
mother, former President 
Corazon Aquino, has ac- •'*- 
cused tire elder Marcos of 
masterminding her husband's •••*' 
killing. The next generation *• 
was more conciliatory. “In ; "- 
faimess, eveiytime I see ' 
Bongbong, he is so intelligent 
and he is so articulate, he ' 
does not look like he could v 
kill another person,” the 23- ^ 
year-old Ms. Aquino said. In r > ' 
1583,. Ms. Aquino’s father 

was assassinated by a soldier 
as he returned from exile in 
the United States. Three 

M “Preidg drove*’* 1 -* 
foe Marcoses into exile in 
Hawau and installed Corazon 
Aquino as president. Mr. 
Marcos died in Honolulu J,> * 
“»ce years later. 
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Chechen vohmteers march along a bonlevrad in Grozny 
(AFP photo) 


head in g for the frontline as Russian troops moved in to the city 


Outside volunteers swell r anks of Chechen fighters 


GROZNY, Rosa a (R) — An 
artillery barrage forces 
Chechen fighters moving on 
foot through the nibble of 
Grozny to lay up for a 
breather in the lee of a shat- 
tered building. 

Among them is a huge man 
with Asian features and a 
Kalashnikov. 

Igor describes himself as a 
volunteer — some would call 
him a mercenary — horn the 
Russian Federation's Buryat 
Republic on the Mongolian 
border. 

He is one of hundreds who 
have slipped into Grozny 
from other Russian republics 
to help defend the Chechen 
capital. 

These adventures are leav- 
ing bands of Chechen irregu- 
lar troops who are battling 
Russian tanks and troops to a 
standstill in the ruins of the 
dty. 

“I was a businessman in 
the Buryat Republic with 
many friends in Chechenya 
and I came to fight as a 
matter of justice,” Igor told 
reporters in English. 

“This is a fight against the 
facism of the Russian regime. 


American dollars and 
Japanese yen are falling on 
Grozny as bombs and shells. 
Boris Yeltsin is using the 
world's financial credits to 
exterminate Chechenya,” he 
declared. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin sent the army into 
Cbechenya on Dec. 11 to 
crush the breakaway repub- 
lic’s three-year bid for inde- 
pendence. 

Volunteers like Igor from 
other republics in the loose, 
post-Soviet Russian Federa- 
tion are still too few in num- 
ber to make a difference in 
the final outcome of the bat- 
tle for Grozny. 

But they have improved 
the effectiveness of Indi- 
vidual units and boosted 
Chechen morale. 

“These guys are real men 
and good fighters, believe 
me,” said Yahya Dashayev, 
37, a former high school 
teacher who turned street 
fighter over the past five 
weeks. 

“We have some Kazakhs in 
our unit and they are giving 
the Russian solders a very 
hard time. The Kazakhs 


know what we are fighting 
for, they know our history 
and the way the Russians 
have treated us. They’re free- 
dom fighters.” 

Soviet dictator Josef Stalin 
branded the Chechens as 
Nazi collaborators during 
World War II and shipped 
the entire nation to Kazakh- 
stan as punishment in 1944. 

Most of the deportees re- 
turned to their homes 20 
years later only to find 
Chechenya dominated by 
ethnic Russians who had 
moved in in their absence. 

The neighbouring repub- 
lics of Ingushetia and Dages- 
tan, whose Muslim peoples 
are ethnically dose to the 
Chechens, are contributing 
most of the outside volun- 
teers to the Chechen rebel- 
lion, including some women 
who serve as snipers. 

But fighters have come 
from all across the former 
Soviet Union. 

Fyodor Yushuk, 25, pack- 
ed up his Soviet PK 
machinegun and headed to 
Grozny from Siberia, where 
he worked as a trader. 

A swashbuckling, fair- 


haired ethnic Russian with a 
wild grin, knee-high black 
leather boots and bandoliers 
of ammunition draped 
around his body, Fyodor has 
been fighting in the capital 
for two weeks. 

“Like most people I had 
served two years in the army 
but never seen any fighting," 
Fyodor said of his prior milit- 
ary experience. 

“I cam to Grozny because I 
think what Russia is doing in 
Chechenya is wrong. It's a 
question of fairness. The 
Chechens deserve their free- 
dom.” 

Smoking a cigarette, right 
foot propped on the stoop of 
an apartment block, bright 
blue stocking cap comprom- 
ising his camouflage fati- 
gues, Fyodor affects the non- 
chalance of a veteran as shells 
land in the neighbourhood 
around him. 

Asked what would happen 
if he were captured by the 
Russian army, he laughs. 

“They won't catch me. I 
will go to the mountains and 
this will turn into a partisan 
war and we will be fighting a 
very long time.” 


Crisis in India’s ruling party reaches flashpoint 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A, that he can launch his final 
leadership. feud* ip India’s nil-.-- assault against the PM,” one 
ing Congress (I) Party i*/,, source said. “The PM would 
nearing a flashpoint after-"’ -like to pre-empt that.” 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- The developments fol- 
siraha Rao’s public warning lowed Mr. Rao’s first pub- 


to his arch rival, party 
sources said Tuesday. 

Mr. Rao, the 73-year-old 
Congress president, is plan- 
ning to oust former minister 
Arjun Singh from the 109- 
year-old party for leading a 
near-revolt against his lead- 
ership, a newspaper re- 
ported. 

“The expulsion of Arjun 
Singh.... appears to be immi- 
nent,” the usually well- 
informed Hindustan Tunes 
said in a front-page report. 

Congress leaders declined 
to comment on any possible 
moves by Mr. Rao, but the 
Times said the decision- 
making Congress Working 
Committee (CWC) was likely 
to meet here in the next three 
or four days “and take a 
decision in this regard.” 

Congress spokesman 
Vithal Gadgil confirmed a 
meeting of the CWC, of 
which Arjun Singh is a mem- 
ber, was due, bur gave no 
further details. 

Other Congress sources, 
however, said foe crisis in' the 
rj ruling party was coming to a 
x head, and that Mr. Rao 
would move against Arjun 
Singh ahead of crucial legisla- 
tive elections in six Indian 
states in February and 
March. 

“Arjun Singh’s strategy is 
1 to wait for a poor Congress 
performance m the polls so 


He warning Monday to his 
critics in foe ruling party who 
he said had crossed the limits 
of tolerance and needed to be 
disciplined. 

“Leave it to me,” Mr. Rao 
told members of foe Con- 
gress youth chapter. “It is my 
responsibility to maintain dis- 
cipline in the party and I will 
fulfil my duty as the party 
president.” 

Mr. Rao, under attack 
within the Congress following 
its election rout in two key 
states last month, said he had 
not responded to the in- 
creasing vocal attacks on him 
so far because he believed in 
democracy. 

“But foe limit (of toler- 
ance) has been breached,” 
Mr. Rao foundered, in a rare 
display of public annoyance 
witt Arjun Singh, his key 
rival in the Congress who quit 
the cabinet on Dec. 24. 

“The current (dissident) 
activity in the top level of the 
organisation will be affective- 
ly curbed,” be added. “Indis- 
cipline will not be tolerated 
anymore." 

Congress sources said Ar- 
jun Singh's supporters were 
also preparing for a show- 
down in the event of his. 
expulsion from the party. 

“There is a lot of activity 
going on,” one dissident said. 
“Let us see what Rao can 
do.” Arjun Singh declined to 


comment on Mr. Rao's warn- 
ing, saying: “He (Rao) has; : 
every right to speak...” 

Arjun Singh, since res- 
igning from foe government, 
has blamed Mr. Rao for foe 
crisis in foe Congress, called 
for a “human face” to foe 
government’s economic re- 
forms and demanded a public 
apology to India's Muslims 
for the 1992 razing of a 16th 
centuiy mosque by Hindu 
fanatics. 

Mr. Rao, Congress sources 
said, was under increasing 
pressure from supporters to 
move fast and decisively 
against Arjun Singh before 
the state elections to prevent 
an escalation of dissidence in 
the event of a Congress rout. 

Political analysts have 
warned that a prolonged bout 
of disaffection in the Con- 
gress with Mr. Rao or a split 
in foe party would jeopardise 
the economic reforms begun 
by foe prime minister after 
taking power in June 1991. 

Meanwhile prohibition 
came into fore in Mr. Rao’s 
home state of Andhra 
Pradesh Tuesday in response 
to a prolonged anti-liquor 
campaign by women’s 
groups. ' 

Andhra Pradesh, a sprawl- 
ing southern coastal state of 
66 million people, is the 
second Indian state to go dry. 
after Gujarat on the west 
coast, birthplace of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

AU liquor shops in Andhra 
Pradesh, India's third most 
populous state, downed their 
shutters at midnight Monday. 


and officials said no sales of 
alcohol would be permitted. 

Luxury hotels would not be 
allowed to have bars, but 
they can sell liquor to Indian 
and foreign tourists in special 
“permit rooms,” an Andhra 
Pradesh official said in 
Hyderabad, the state capital. 

“Those who have been 
advised liquor by doctors will 
have to produce certificates 
signed by government 
surgeons to buy and drink 
liquor," foe official added. 

in line with a pledge made 
during his election campaign, 
Andhr a Pradesh Chief Minis- 
ter N.T. Rama Rao 
announced prohibition after 
assuming office on Dec. 12. 

Mr. Rama Rao’s regional 
Telugu Desam Party stormed 
to power in Andhra Pradesh 
in the December elections, 
crushing Premier Rao’s Con- 
gress (0 Party. 

Several women’s organisa- 
tions, centred mainly in vil- 
lages. had lon£ sought a ban 
on liquor, saying men from 
poor families were spending 
most of their wages on drink- 
ing and gambling, adding to 
their misery. 

Officials said Andhra 
Pradesh would suffer an 
annual revenue loss of some 
$400 million due to prohibi- 
tion. 

Angry liquor traders Mon- 
day petitioned foe Andhra 
Pradesh High Court in a last- 
ditch bid to prevent the gov- 
ernment from announcing 
prohibition, but their plea for 

judicial intervention was 
turned down. 


Security scare mars Pope’s Papua New Guinea visit 


PORT MORESBY (R) — A 
Filipino man armed with a 
fully loaded 15-round semi- 
automatic pistol was detained 
while trying to enter a papal 
mass in Papua New Guinea 
Tuesday in the latest security 
scare to mar Pope John 
Paul’s Asia-Pacific tour. 

The 40-year-old man, a 
local resident, was detained 
minutes before the Pope en- 
tered the outdoor stadium 
and rode through foe crowd. 
He was standing unprotected 
on the back of an open truck. 

Police said foe man, Per- 
fecto Santos, 40, had been 
detained for several hours of 
questioning and released 
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nutes before the Pope arrived 
Monday that two Iranian 
men had flown into the coun- 
try from Manila. 

Police then launched a 
security alert involving Filipi- 
no and Australian authorities 
but after a nationwide search 
discovered Tuesday that the 
two had left the country last 
week, he said. 

Initial police concerns were 
that they might be connected 
with an alleged assassination 
plot reportedly uncovered in 
Manila last week at the start 
of Pope’s tour 11-day tour. 

“As far as the security op- 
eration for his holiness there 
were no major incidents 
apart from these two inci- 
dents reported. I am quite 
satisfied with the level of 
security,” Mr. Taku said. 

Despite the security scares, 
the large number of police 
and troops at Tuesday's mass 
could not stop foe crowd 
mobbing the Pope’s open-air 
track. 

On bis second day in Papua 
New Guinea, the Pope rode 


through mud and was wel- 
comed as saviour from 
drought because his mass 
coincided with the first rain in 
the capital in nearly a year. 

The ceremony in the small 
outdoor stadium beatified 
Peter To Rot, a religion 
teacher killed by Japanese 
occupying forces during 
World War II for refusing to 
give' up his faith. 

“Some people are saying 
this rain is Peter To Rot’s 
miracle," a resident of Port 
Moresby said. 

Tribal people in this South 
Pacific country, where magic 
and sorcery are still prac- 
tised, saw the rain as a Papal 
gift. 

“I’m going to be able to tell 
people that my God brought 
this rain as a gjft,” joked an 
Irish missionary. 

Tribes in the mountainous 
interior saw their first white 
man in the 1930s when ex- 
plorers arrived. Spirit 
worship and magic rites are 
widespread and sometimes 
mix with Christianity. 


The Pope is on foe second 
leg of a four-nation Asia- 
Pacific tour, his first major 
overseas trip since he under- 
went bone-replacement 
surgery on his leg last April. 

Pope John Paul seemed 
occasionally uneasy standing 
in the open truck, which 
swayed as it was driven 
through mud to a canopied 
altar platform where he cele- 
brated mass. 

He was at times visibly 
uncomfortable standing in 
the unsteady vehicle, 
apparently fearing he would 
lose his balance. 

Although Vatican officials 
say his overall health is good, 
the Pope has great difficulty 
walking, even with his cane. 

Thousands of people, 
many in traditional dress of 
grass skirts, penis sheaths and 
dog-teeth necklaces, stood in 
monsoon rain for a glimpse of 
the Pope. 

Bare-breasted women, 
iheir faces smeared with yel- 
low makeup made from pig 
grease, danced for the Pope. 


Jordan’s Chechens want to fight 


AMMAN (AFP) — Angered 
by what they see as Western 
complacency towards Mos- 
cow. young men of Jordan’s 
large Chechen community 
are itching to defend their 
homeland against Russian 
attack. 

“If there is a way I am 
ready to die in defending 
Grozny, and that goes for all 
of us,” said student Yazan 
Sbishani, IS. 

“That's what we all want,” 
added cabinet-maker 
Mohammad Shamseddin 
Ashab, 35. “What’s happen- 
ing in Chechenya touches foe 
heart of all members of our 
community.” 

The leaders of the Associa- 
tion of Friends of Chechenya, 
which claims to represent 

15.000 people of Chechen 
origin and to have the sup- 
port of 150,000 others with 
their roots in foe Caucasus, 
deny separatist republic. 

“Our activity consists, in 

Rwandan 
refugees 
to be moved 
away from 
borders 

KIGALI (R) — Camps in 
Tanzania and Zaire for up to 
1.5 million Rwandan re- 
fugees are to be moved more 
chan 50 kilometres from 
Rwanda's borders, a U.N. 
envoy said Tuesday. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) spe- 
cial envoy Carroll Faubert 
did not estimate when foe 
Rwandans would be moved 
but aid workers said they 
expected it later this year. 

“What is left of foe refugee 
population will be transfer- 
red further from the fron- 
tier,” Mr. Faubert said in foe 
Rwandan capital. 

“The idea is not to close 
the camps but to relocate : 
them and offer the refugees 
the options of a return to 
their homes or continued ex- 
ile in a different site," he told 
reporters. 

The refugees, virtually all 
members of the Hutu major- 
ity, languish in camps as close 
as 10 kilometres to the bor- 
ders of Rwanda which they 
fled from last April to July to 
escape a rebel advance. 

On Tanzanian plains and 
volcanic rock Zairean hill- 
sides, the refugees live on 
international aid, too scared 
to return because of fears 
they will be killed in revenge 
for foe massacre of up to a 
million members of Rwan- 
da’s Tutsi minority. 

The cost of relief is enor- 
mous — aid agenices spend 
over $1 million a day to sup- 
port the sprawling camps 
around the eastern Zairean 
town of Goma — and few in 
the aid community believe 
the operation is sustainable. 

Aid workers said moving 
the camps is aimed at finding 
better locations and to in- 
crease security in border 
areas of Rwanda by making it 
more difficult for militiamen 
based among the refugees to 
launch cross-border raids. 
Agenices also hope foe grea- 
ter distance will encourage 
more refugees to return 
home rather than live on 
handouts in camps. 

UNHCR will ask author- 
ities in Zaire and Tanzania to 
identify sites for new camps 
up to 200 kilometres from the 
border. 

Tanzanian authorities have 
said Rwandans could be sent 
to camps vacated by Mozam- 
bican refugees in the south 
1,500 kilometres from foe 
present sites in foe northwest 
of the country. 

Mr. Faubert said he hoped 
more refugees would decide 
to return to their homes as 
Rwanda recovered from the 
massacres and war. 

UNHCR says more than 

3.000 left the Goma camps 
for Rwanda last week, a large 
increase on foe number of 
weekly returnees late last 
year. 

But most refugees remain, 
cowed by threats from bands 
of Rwandan militiamen rul- 
ing the camps and by reports 
of reprisal killings by mem- 
bers of the Rwanda Patriotic 
Army inside Rwanda. 

Mr. Faubert said the tiny 
Central African country- 
needed more financial aid 
from the international com- 
munity to resurrect the legal 
system and help create a cli- 
mate of security to encourage 
refugees home. 

A high-level Rwandan de- 
legation is in Geneva for a 
conference Wednesday and 
Thursday on their country's 
needs. 

The Rwandan govern- 
ment, which was formed after 
foe defeat of its Hutu prede- 
cessor in July, will ask douuiS 
for $764 million including 
$273 million for reintegration 
of refugees. 


making public opinion aware 
of the Chechen drama and 
organising the collection of 
humanitarian aid,” said one 
of foe association's militants, 
Adnan Y unes Madhab, 37, a 
researcher in Caucasian his- 
tory. 

He and his colleagues said 
they knew nothing of volun- 
teers leaving Jordan for 
Grozny, as alleged by Mos- 
cow and confirmed by a 
senior Jordanian official, who 
denied however that Amman 
was giving them any assist- 
ance. 

Reports in Moscow Sunday 
said Russia bad appealed to 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, 
Jordan, and Saudi Arabia to 
prevent “mercenaries” and 
others from those countries 
going to fight in Chechenya. 
"Some enthusiasts for the 

Chechen cause have gone to 
Grozny on an individual basis 
to help foe Chechen fighters, 
but we have no idea of their 


number,” foe Jordanian offi- 
cial told AFP earlier this 
month. 

He stressed that “no Jorda- 
nian association or institution 
is involved in foe dispatch of 
combattants to Chechenya.” 

Officially, Jordan has 
appealed for fighting to end 
in Chechenya but said it con- 
siders the war in foe Muslim- 
populated breakaway repub- 
lic to be an internal Russian 
matter. 

Chechens in Jordan do not 
openly criticise this attitude, 
but express stupefaction at 
the relative international si- 
lence on Chechenya. 

“How can one deny a peo- 
ple its most basic right, of 
self-determination,” deman- 
ded Mohammad Ashab, 
adding, “I defy anyone to 
find a single Chechen 
opposed to independence.” 

The Chechens who settled 
in Jordan maintain dose links 
with their homeland, speak- 


ing foe language at home and 
recounting the stories of 
Chechen resistance to Russia* 
tsarist and Communist rule.- 

“My grandmother was de? 
ported with her family to 
Siberia during Stalin’s rule, 
and she often tells us stories 
of that time,” said Moham- 
mad Ashab. 

“We tell our children the 
sagas of Chechen heroes like 
Haji Murad,” who foughl 
Russian imperial troops m 
the mid-19m century, said 
Adnan Madhab. 

Meanwhile the association 
is continuing to collect huma- 
nitarian aid, stocking chests 
of medical supplies in its 
headquarters while awaiting 
for it to be dispatched. 

“We have got together 
enough to fill a cargo plane, 
but administrative complica- 
tions are delaying it being 
sent off via the Red Croat 
and Red Crescent,” an asso- 
ciation official said. 


U.N. tries to hold Bosnia ceasefire 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Serb 
forces drove tanks into a 
Muslim enclave in eastern 
Bosnia and government 
troops maintained a grip on 
two northwestern villages, 
triggering fears of Serb coun- 
terattack, U.N. spokesmen 
disclosed Tuesday, revealing 
further threats to a tottering 
truce. 

Here in Sarajevo mean- 
while U.N. authorities sought 
to settle disputes be- 
tween Serb and government 
officials that are blocking 
humanitarian gains from foe 
New Year cessation of hosti- 
lities. 

After moving 1,500 metres 
into foe eastern Muslim en- 
clave of Srebrenica, rebel 
Serb forces overnight posi- 
tioned several tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers 
in the sector, U.N. spokes- 
man Paul Risley said. 

“The presence of heavy 
weapons can be considered a 
threat to the (U.N.- 
designated) safe area of Sreb- 
renica and to the civilians of 
that safe area," he added. 

At foe same time mainly 
Muslim Bosnian army units 
continued to occupy the 
towns of Vedro Polje and 
Klokot in northwestern Bos- 
nia,' which they seized in an 
offensive Saturday. 

“We are concerned that 
the Bosnian Serb army may 


attempt a counter-offensive, 
as they have threatened to 
do,” Mr. Risley added. 

Serb retaliatory shelling 
into Bihac town, from where 
the Muslim offensive was 
launched, killed seven people 
over the weekend and 
prompted strong protest let- 
ters to both sides from U.N. 
Bosnia commander General 
Michael Rose. 

The Serb and Bosnian 
army territorial advances are 
seen by foe United Nations as 
clear and worrisome breaches 
of foe truce, which called 
notably for a separation of 
forces on the ground. 

The agreement also called 
for a withdrawal of foreign 
forces from Bosnia. But that 
stipulation has likewise re- 
mained a dead letter as Serb 
units around Bihac are being 
supported by heavy weapons 
and artillery pieces manned 
by Serbs from neighbouring 
Croatia, according to U.N. 
military sources. 

In addition to the in- 
creasingly volatile situation 
outside Sarajevo, foe United 
Nations here has been dog- 
ged by both army’s failure • ' 
evacuate a contested de- 
militarised zone and a dispute 
blocking the reopening of a 
key supply route. 

“We’re not satisfied with 
foe pace at which foe prop- 
osed issues in the cessation of 
hostilities agreement are 


being resolved,” Mr. Risley 
acknowledged. “We’d like to 
see a quicker pace.” 

U.N. officers planned 
Tuesday to mount ytft 
another helicopter recon- 
naissance of the DMZ on ML 
Igman south of here, where 
they hope to confirm the 
departure of all Bosnian 
army troops. 

U.N. officials were irked to 
discover Sunday and Monday 
that government soldiers 
were still occupying parts of 
the DMZ in defiance of the 
ceasefire. 

The army had initially 
pledged to quit the area by 
Jan. 4 but has continued to 
maintain units in the sector 
past the deadline, damaging 
relations with the Serb milit- 
ary and blocking imple- 
mentation of other trace pro- 
visions — notably the 
reopening of critical airport 
crossings. 

Also Tuesday, according to 
spokesman Major Koos Sol, 
U.N. civil affairs chief Viktor 
>\ndreev will try to bring 
and government dele- 
gates together in a face-to- 
face encounter to resolve 
another dispute preventing 
the restoration of free pas- 
sage out of this besieged 
capital. 

Separate U.N. contacts 
with the parties Monday pro- 
duced on accord. 


Balladur may declare candidacy today 


PARIS (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur is 
set to declare, possibly as 
early as Wednesday, that he 
will stand for the French 
presidency, firing foe starting 
gun on what is widely seen as 
a one-hoise race. 

His declaration, a foregone 
conclusion, comes amid dis- 
array and discord on foe 
French left and a flagging 
campaign by his main right- 
wing rival, GaolHst supremo 
Jacques Chirac. 

With recent opinion polls 
giving him a 20 per cent lead 
over his nearest rival, and as 
minister after minister lines 
up behind him, Mr. Balla- 
dur’s victory seems almost 
inevitable. 

Mr. Balladur has for 
months retained a self- 
imposed silence about his 
ambitions to run for the 
Aprfl-May elections to re- 
place Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand, who has 
been in power for 14 years. 

He has said he will declare 
his intentions when foe cur- 
rent parliamentary session is 
oven It is scheduled to end 
Wednesday, but could be ex- 
tended unexpectedly, 
although not for more than 
one day. 

Mr. Balladur is the clear' 
front-runner. But analysts 
point out that by declaring be 
will immediately lose a key 


element of his campaign 
strategy: Until now he has 
gained kudos by appearing to 
remain above foe electoral 
fray. 

They predict he will prob- 
ably try to keep foe tone of 
campaigning as low-key as 
possible, in a bid not to be 
drawn into political sniping, 
in particular with his former 
political allies. 

Mr. Balladur is a member 
of the Rally For the Republic 
(RPR) party, which Mr. 
Chirac led before declaring 
for the presidential ballots in 
November. 

The French premier’s dec- 
laration is seen by some cri- 
tics as a betrayal of Mr. Chir- 
ac, who sponsored him for 
the premiership after foe 
right's landslide election vic- 
tory in March 1993. 

The campaign is expected 
to be dominated by the social 
issues, in particular France’s 
massive unemployment and 
homeless problems. Mr. 
Chirac has already gone on 
the offensive, condemning 
Mr. Balladur' 5 “inertia.” 

The Paris mayor has re- 
cently spearheaded a cam- 
paign to requisition empty 
buildings owned by large cor- 
porations in the French capit- 
al to turn them over to the 
homeless. 

Critics have denounced it 
as straight electioneering, but 


it is indicative of the need 
both candidates will have to 
win votes from foe political 
centre-ground on social 
issues. 

Mr. Balladur, although not 
officially . campaigning, has 
counter-attacked with 
staunch defences of his gov- 
ernment’s record, particular- 
ly with regard to a fledgling 
economic recovery. 

He has claimed foe elec- 
tion of a rightist president, 
ending the two years of 
"cohabitation" with the 
Socialist Mitterrand, will 
make “everything possible” 
after the May second round 
vote. 

Mr. BaUadurs cause re- 
ceived a significant boost last 
week when hardline Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua, a 
former Chirac ally, declared 
he will be supporting foe 
premier in the ballots. 

The presidential election is 
seen largely as a contest on 
foe right, with foe left strug- 
gling to find a credible candi- 
date after its main potential 
nominee, outgoing European 
Commission President Jac- 
ques Delors, announced in 
December that he would not 
run. 

Mr. Balladur may not yet 
have said much about his 
political ambitions, but he is 
certainly prepared for the 
fight. 


Ranariddh calls Vietnam visit a success 


HANOI (AFP) — Cambo- 
dian co-Premier Prinoe Noro- 
dom Ranariddh ended a 
fence-mending visit to Viet- 
nam Tuesday, hailing the 
foree-day trip as a great suc- 
cess after reassuring Hanoi 
about a thorny immigration 
problem. 

Prince Ranariddh said he 
had allayed Hanoi's fears that 
a contentious Cambodian im- 
migration law — which has 
severely strained relations 
between the two neighbours 
in recent months — was not 
solely aimed at Vietnamese 
residents and promised there 
would be no mass expulsions 
of foreigners. 

“I think the prime minister 
of Vietnam understands our 
stance very well," the prince 
said, referring to a law 
approved by foe Cambodian 
National Assembly last year 
which Vietnam had warned 
could “threaten traditional 
friendly relations.” 

Human rights groups have 


warned that the law, which 
has not yet come into force, 
could discriminate against 
ethnic Vietnamese living in 
Cambodia. 

However, he declined to 
say whether he and Prime 
Minister Vo Van Kiet had 
reached a formal agreement 
on immi|ration during three 
hours of intensive talks Mon- 
day. 

“The visit and talks have 
been a success, if not a great 
success,” he told AFP during 
a visit to a Hanoi trade fair 
earlier Tuesday. 

“I explained to our Viet- 
namese counterpart about 
our immigration law which 
was adopted not only for 
Vietnamese nationals resi- 
dent in Cambodia, but for all 
foreigners,” he said. 

“Trie law will be in con- 
formity with international 
practice and there will not be 
mass expulsions of Viet- 
namese or anybody else. 

“We have a group Of ex- 


perts from Vietnam and 
Cambodia in order to study., 
foe implementation in a very 
fair and legal manner of the 
immigration law.” 

The Cambodian co- 
premier said however foal 
foe issue of an estimated 

5,000 ethnic Vietnamese — 
who had fled Khmer Rouge 
reprisals against them and 
have been refused reentry to 
Cambodia — had still to be, 
resolved by the governments 
and international humanita- 
rian organisations. 

He added, “I don’t think 
it’s a big problem." 

Ethnic Vietnamese living 
in Cambodia are estimated at 
between 100,000 and 
300,000. 

The Cambodian premier 
said Vietnam had also agreed 
to cut red tape on foe transit 
of goods to Cambodia 
through Vietnamese rivers by 
transferring some powers 
from Hanoi to local author- 
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Time to use time 


GIVEN THE fact that the next Israeli 
general elections are less than two years 
away, the clock appears to be ticking away 
fast against the attainment of a complete and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. To 
begin with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s political fortunes do not look too 
good for the moment. Likud leader Be- 
nyamin Netanyahu’s popularity seems to be 
on the rise and so are the prospects for the 
Likud to win the next elections scheduled for 
1996. There is a growing consensus on both 
sides of the Israeli political landscape that the 
waves of violence and tension that seem to 
increase in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and 
on the Lebanese-Israeli border are doing 
more damage to the peace process. With 
every attack and counter-attack between the 
Israeli and Palestinian sides, the Israeli 
political pulse seems to harden rather than 
soften against any meaningful compromise 
that could set the Israeli-PLO peace negotia- 
tions on track again. The posture of Palesti- 
nian extremists is unwittingly aiding and 
abetting the political fortunes of the Israeli 
extremists, something that bodes well for the \ 
Likud but not for the ruling Labour govern- 
ment. 

Israeli growing violence against the 
Palestinians as evidenced by the recent kill- i 
Ings of Pales tinians is also hardening senti- ! 
merits on the Palestinian side against making 
compromises in order to move forward the 
peace talks between them, the recent disdo- 
sures made by the memoirs of PLO nego- 
tiator Mahmoud Abbas that Rabin’s forces, 
were in cahoots with the PLO, prior to the 
holding of the 1992 general elections in ! 
Israel, on negotiating strategies, would not 
help much the declining political ratings of 
the Labour Party. Still Abbas’ tell-all-book 
stands to hurt the Likud as well since the 
revelations contained in it would corroborate 
the fast accumulating evidence that the 
Likud Party was also engaged in secret talks 
with the PLO prior to the 1992 elections, j 

Thus the overall picture for peace between 1 
Israel and the remaining Arab parties that is 
yet to culminate in treaties looks grim for the 
moment in view of the limited period still j 
available before the next Israeli elections, i 
Translated into real terms, the Rabin gov- ! 
eminent has only till November of 1995 to 
make peace deals with Syria, Lebanon and 
the Palestinians. After that date, the Labour 
Party may lose its ability to manoeuvre since 
it can no longer make so-called unpopular 
moves especially when the cycle of violence 
seems to get a stronger grip on events in the 
occupied Palestinian territories and southern 
Lebanon. i 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A! Dnsiour Tuesday called for a 
general campaign against smoking. Quoting statistical 
sources, Mohammad Subeihi said that JD 456 million 
worth of tobacco is consumed in Jordan every year by 1.25 j 
million smokers. Add to this the cost of medical care for , 
diseases resulting from smoking, estimated at JD 228 
million and JD 50 million in lost business caused by 
smoking-related sickness and a similar sum spent on cigars 
and other tobacco and one will realise that a fortune, that 
could be spent on the poor and on financing dev elopment 
projects, is being wasted, said the writer. It is strange to see 
Jordan encouraging smoking through the presence of a 
special fund for supporting the tobacco industry and it is 
even strange to see most doctors smoking while their duty | 
is to help protect public health, added the writer. Despite 
laws that ban smoking in public places, people are allowed 
to violate the regulnons and get away with it and we see the 
government allowing imported cigarettes to be marketed in 
the Kingdom, said the writer, who suggested that one day a 
| month should be designated as a no-smoking day to start 
I the practice of ending the habit of smoking and save 
national wealth. I 

A WRITER in Sawt A» Shaab urged the Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) to mend its laws, which have been m 
force for the past 15 years with a view to improving pension 
paid to beneficiaries. Nazih Qousus said that in comparing 
pension paid to retired government employees, to pension 
paid to those benefiting from the SSC one can find Chat the 
pension of regular government employee, who had served 
for 20 years, is double that offered to a non-government 
employee who retired after working for the same penod. 
The writer said that this is an injustice done to the SSC 
beneficiaries who pay monthly premiums to the SSC. The 
Writer urged the SSC director-general to keep his promise, 
^ in a recent statement on television, to examine the 
Pnispects for increasing the pension of SSC beneficiaries. 
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U.S. puts relations 
with S* Asia on 
new footing 

By' Pratap Cbakravarty 

Age ace France Presse 


Susser’s account of 
Wasfi A1 Tel’s life lacks deep 
reading of political dynamics 


“On Both Banks of the 
Jordan: A Political 
Biography of Wasfi A1 
Tall,” 

by Asher Susser, pp. 
208, Frank Cass, first 
edition, 1994. 

By Lu’ayy A1 Rimawi 

IN THIS biographical 
book, Asher Susser, an 
Israeli scholar at Tel Aviv 
University, seeks to delve 
deep into Jordanian politics 
to exhume and demystify 
the events which sur- 
rounded one of its greatest 
political personalities. Due 
to Susser's nationality fac- 
tor,“his sources are merely - 
drawn from interviews with 
contemporaries, general 
articles and Wasfi A1 Tel’s 
own writings, speeches arti- 
cles and press conferences. 
Susser's task is further con- 
founded by the inordinate 
secrecy which shrouded the 
decision-making process in 
that sensitive era and the 
lack of reliable insider in- 
formation. Unfortunately, 
the self-appointed task of 
unearthing the political 
dust of Wasfi A1 Tel even- 
tually proves to be well 
beyond the limits of the 
author, as he leaves many 
intriguing questions virtual- 
ly unanswered. (Though 
the book undoubtedly-and 
commendably-serves as a 
narrative reading of Wasfi 
A1 Tel’s life and also as an 
introductory reading on 
Jordan's political history 
during the sixties). 

The book is divided into 
seven chapters, preceded 
by a general introduction, 
and a conclusion. In the 
first three chapters Susser 
examines Wasfi AJ Tel’s 
early years, the beginning 
of his political career and 
his service in the Jordanian 
government- In his discus- 
sion of Wasfi A1 Tel’s early 
life and his political career, 
Susser relies heavily on re- 
cent works of the Jordanian 
historian Suiayman A1 
Musa. Wasfi A! Tel's rise 
to political pre-eminence is 
rightly traced to the mid- 
fifties, when his public cri- 
ticisms of Jamal Abdul 
Nasser and simultaneous 
support of the deeply loath- 
ed Baghdad Pact endeared 
him to the Jordanian estab- 
lishment. His strong 
friendship with Premier 
Hazza' Al Majali paid its 
dividends and was also in- 
strumental. Wasfi Al Tel 
served as a diplomat in 
Bonn and Tehran, Chief of 
Royal Protocol, director of 
the General Directorate for 
Guidance and Information 
(at a time when Jordan's 
relationship with the Un- 
ited Arab Republic was de- 
teriorating), and Jordan's 
ambassador to Baghdad. 

In the fourth chapter 
Susser discusses Wasfi" Al 
Tel’s accesstion to pre- 
miership. when in January 
1962, a period of “relative 
tranquility." he formed his 
first cabinet replacing the 
outgoing Bahjat Al 
Talhouni (p. 36). His gov- 
ernment of ‘young, dyna- 
mic and educated' people 
won in February 1962 the 
unanimous confidence of 
Parliament. 

Quite rightly observed. 


Wasfi Al Tel came to office 
with an earnest intention of 
bettering the existing poli- 
tical systems. Consequent- 
ly. he embarked on a re- 
lentless campaign of purg- 
ing the bureaucracy and in 
November 1962 free parlia- 
mentarian elections were 
held. But, Was!! Al Tel's 
popularity did not last for 
long. Friction between him 
and some aspirant PLO 
representatives (notably 
Ahmad Al Shuxari, who 
was propped up by anti- 
Jordanian Arab forces) 
took its toll, especially in 
light of the vitriolic war of 
words between Al Tel and 
Abdul Nasser following the 
Jordanian-Saudi support 
for die royalists in- Yemen. 
According to Susser. be- 
cause of the two Baathist 
coups" ih Syria and Iraq in 
1963 and Jordan's desire to 
improve its standing in a 
region Uttered with Arab 
nationalist regimes, Al Tel 
tendered his resignation in 
March 1963. 

In the fifth chapter, Sus- 
ser examines in lucid de- 
tails Wasfi Al Tel con- 
frontations with the PLO 
and Abdul Nasser. In 
February 1965, Wasfi Al 
Tel was reinstated as a 
prime minister in an era 
which had been marked by 
reconriUation with Egypt. 
In Susser's view, the likely 
confrontation with the 
PLO was the ‘immediate 1 
reason for Wasfi Al Tel’s 
come-back (p. 72). He also 


Arab critics led to his-Tes- 
ignation in December 1966. 
But his reinstatement later 
was the strongest possible 
sign of the establishment’s 
confidence in him. The 
emboldened Wasfi Al Tel 
now pursued even tougher 
policies against the PLO 
and Abdul Nasser dosing 
the PLO's office in Jeru- 
salem in 1967, withdrawing 
Jordan’s recognition of the 
republican Yemen and re- 
calling Jordan’s ambassa- 
dor to Egypt in February 
1967. But ui March 1967 
Wasfi Al Tel tendered his 
resignation because of the 
impending parliamentary 
elections. Susser provides 
no conclusive proof for the 
dismissal of wasfi Al Tel, 
but nevertheless . argues 
that bis resignation was to 
“placate the Palestinians 
without appearing to be 
submitting to immediate 
pressure’’ (p. 122). Furth- 
er, he adds that Al Tel’s 
general policies were not 
completely jettisoned and 
that the fact that Wasfi AJ 
Tel was appointed as chief 
of royal protocol pot him 
“at the centre of events and 
at the highest level of 
didsi on-making” (p. 122). 

In the sixth and seventh 
chapters, Susser examines 
Al Tel and the Six Day War 
and the eviction of the PLO 

t nerrillas from Jordan. 

usser quite dearly demon- 
strates that Wasfi Al Tel 
was adamantly against the 
war and quotes his grim 


“Quite rightly observed, Wasfi Al Tel 
came to office with an earnest inten- 
tion of bettering the existing political 
systems. Consequently, he embarked 
on a relentless campaign of purging 
the bureaucracy. 5 5 


alludes to alleged reports 
that the Saudis were ‘dis- 
satisfied’ with Jordan's re- 
conciliation with Egypt (p. 
71). Additionally, in order 
to confront leftist and 
“pseudo-Marxist" radical- 
ism which was still operat- 
ing in the Kingdom. Susser 
daims that Wasfi Al Tel’s 
return was also marked by 
official tilting towards 
Islam (p. 73). However, 
given the ominously modus 
operand i of the PLO, the 
Jordanian establishment 
was justified in its deep 
apprehension of the PLO's 
intentions of subordinating 
the Palestinian population 
on Jordanian territory to its 
writ. And predictably, 
deadlock between the 
Jordanian government and 
the PLO was inevitable. 
Wasfi Al Tel's firmness in 
the face of Ahmad Al Shu- 
kari’s demands earned him 
great notoriety among the 
PLO supporters. This 
escalation between Jordan 
and the PLO lead to rup- 
ture in relations in 1966. 

Furthermore, deteriora- 
tion in Jordan's rela- 
tionship with Syria follow- 
ing an abortive coup, 
together with seditious 
broadcasts from Cairo 
against Amman and the 
November 1966 Israeli 
attack on Sumu' (south of 
Hebron), created a highly 
tense atmosphere. Fierce 
accusations against Wasfi 
Al Tel bv domestic and 


lamentations afterwards “I 
had a premonition of what 
would happen” (p. 123). 
Following the new regional 
realities Al Tel's import- 
ance waned and in the first 
few years after the 1967 
defeat, Al Tel according to 
Susser was, for the most 
part, in the “political 
wilderness” (p. 130). 
However, following the 
September clashes between 
the Jordanian army and 
factions of the PLO, Wasfi 
Al Tel was reinstated in 
October 1970 in order to 
maintain law and order. 
Wasfi Al Tel was at the 
head of a relentless buti 
successful campaign against 
the PLO presence in Jor- 
dan which ended in its evic- 
tion in July 1971. Sadly, as 
Susser points out, on 28th 
of November 1971 and “at 
the peak of his political 
career... Wasfi Al Tel was 
assassinated.” 

According to Susser, be- 
cause of his “anti-Egyptian 
record.” Wasfi Al Tel was 
considered as a persona 
non grata in Egypt. But 
nevertheless, Wasfi Al Tel 
went to Egypt to take part 
in the discussions of the 
Arab Defence Council 
“against the advice of His 
Majesty King Hussein” (p. 
169). Susser, however, 
does not provide any se- 
rious evidence to dismiss 
the complex web of the 
various controversial stor- 
ies woven around Al Tel's 


assassination. 

Susser's conclusion pro- 
vides a personal reading 
into the composition of the 
socio-political system in 
Jordan and the role of East 
Banker elites. 

On many occasions one 
feels that Susser slips inside 
his protagonists interpret- 
ing their actions and speak- 
ing their minds. Moreover, 
bis book does not reveal 
any major contribution to, 
what is not already publicly 
known about Wasfi Al 
Tel’s Ufc. He also does not 
provide deep readings into 
the domestic political dyna- 
mics which were then in 
operation. For example. 
Susser adduces the flimsy 
proof that King Hussein’s 
alleged reticence const!- . 
tilted an “evidence” of His 
Majesty’s “reservations” 
about Al Tel when he was 
allegedly castigated on 
policy issues in a meeting 
which took place in late 
September 1971 between 
King Hussein, Bahjat Al 
Talhouni, Qasim Al Rima- 
wi and Wasfi Al Tel (p. 
168). Neither does he pro- 
vide any solid analysis of 
the ideological objectives 
of Al Tel and his position 
on Trans-Jordanian 
nationalism. Most impor- 
tantly, in his conclusion 
Susser does not discuss 
Wasfi Al Tel's likely 
•fcbances of political survival 
in light of dramatic regional 
political developments, 
especially after the wither- 
ing away of Nasserisra, and 
the collapse of the bipolar 
international system. 

However, more than any 
other prominent East 
Banker political leader. 
Wasfi Al Tel’s political fate 
was inextricably linked 
with an internecine (but 
inevitable) struggle with 
irredentist and rather very 
extreme PLO elements. 
One cannot agree more 
with Susser’s insightful 
observation that on the 
whole, Wasfi Al Tel sel- 
dom harboured any inhe- 
rent anti-Palestinian senti- 
ment per se, though prob- 
ably was dispassionate 
enough to anticipate the 
dangers which over- 
charged Arab radicalism 
could bring upon Jordan 
and the Palestinian cause. 
For, in addition to his un- 
questionable political acu- 
men, Wasfi Al Tel was also 
a Jordanian prime minister 
who had seen for himself 
(while fighting to liberate 
Palestine in the late forties) 
the disastrous consequ- 
ences which had been 
wrought by presumptuous 
Palestinian nationalists. To 
many East Bankers, Wasfi 
Al Tel, especially after his 
dramatic and untimely - 
death, still embodies an 
ultimate East Banker 
nationalist. Undoubtedly 
Wasfi Al Tel’s not-too 
chauvi rustic pride hi his 
East Banker heritage, bis 
forceful character coupled 
with his courage and prag- 
matism will always con- 
tinue to inspire admiration 
and curiosity. 

The writer is a Ph.D candi- 
date at die Law Department, 
The London School of Eco- 
nomics and Political Science. 
He contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 


NEW DELHI — U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William 
Perry ended a tour of Pakis- 
tan ami India on Saturday 
aimed at forging new secur- 
ity relationships as part of 
an “even-handed” U.S. 
approach to w ards the bitter 
South Asian foes. 

The Pentagon chief, dur- 
ing bb talks here and in 
Mam a had, stressed repe- 
atedly that the United 
States wanted to put its ties 
with India and Pakistan on 
a new footing in the post- 
cold war era. 

With the demise of the 
Soviet Union, a . former 
dose ally of India, “old 
barriers to (Indo-U.S.) 
cooperation have been re- 
placed by new opportuni- 
ties,” Mr. Pony said, wel- 
coming a “new era inlndo- 
U.S. security relations.” 

The thaw m ties between 
New Delhi and Washington 
was reflected in the signing 
by the U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary of what he described as 
an “historic” agree m ent on 
expamfing Indo-U.S. de- 
fence cooperation. 

In Islamabad, Mr. Perry 
sought to repair once- 
dosed ties strained by a 
dispute over Pakistan’s nuc- 
lear programme by reviving 
a forum for bilateral milit- 
ary cooperation that had 
been dormant for more 
than four years. 

In both capitals, Mr. Per- 
ry, foe first U.S. defence 
secretary to wit foe region 
since 1988, took pains to 
stress that “improved ties 
with one country need not 
be at the expense of 
another.” 

“Protecting America’s in- 
terests in this new era 
means having security poli- 
cies that are pragmatic, 
flexible and directed at no: 
one,” he said. 

Articulating a new U.S. 
policy emphasis on business 
rather than superpower 
rivalry, the Pentagon chief 
also raid that defence coop- 
eration goes “hand in hand 
with economic part- 
nership.’’ 

Mr. Perry’s departure 
was to be followed by the 
arrival just a few hours later 
of U.S. Commerce Secret- 
ary Ron Brown, heading- a 
large delegation of U.S. 
businessmen attracted by 
India’s huge and virtually 
untapped market 

Mr. Brown’s visit 
“emphaascs the high im- 
portance we in tiie United 


• States place on U.S.-Indian 
trade and investment,” Mr. 
Perry said. 

The United States has 
emerged as the largest in- 
vestor in India since Prune 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao launched sweeping 
free-raarket economic re- 
forms after taking power in 
June 1991. 

Indian analysts, while 
hailin g foe even-handed 
U.S. approach to India and 
Pakistan, a cold war ally of 
foe United States, said foe 
Pentagon chiefs visit did 
not achieve much in the 
way of defusing tensions on j 
the subcontinent. 

India and Pakistan have 
fought three wars since in- 
dependence in 1W7, two of 
- them over the disputed 
territory of Kashmir, and 
the United States has ex- 
pressed fears that another 
conflict could involve a nuc- 
lear exchange. 

“The (Indo-U.S.) agree- 
ment on defence coopera- 
tion does not, in itself, im- 
prove the security environ- 
ment in the region,” said 
Major General . M.N. 
Banerjce, deputy chief of 
- the Institute of Defence 
Studies and Analysis, a 

militar y think- tenlr 

But Mr. Banetjee 
the accord was signi ficant hr 
that it could lead to greater 
cooperation in other sec- 
tors, notably economic. 

“lire cold war is gone 
and a new mind-set needs 
to evolve,” he said, adding 
' that tiie security coopera- 
tion agreement “formalises 
onr new relationship.” 

A Western diplomat said 
“the agreement on defence 
cooperation will remain res- 
tricted to what it is on paper 
because it simply does not 
address regional conflicts.” 

Jasjit Singh? who beads 
the Institute of Defence i 
Studies and Analysis, I 
warned that much remains 
to be done to foster 
« “mutual confidence” be-. 

. tween Washington and New 
Delhi. 

“There is no cause to be 
euphoric about foe new 
process of (Indo-U.S.) de- 
fence cooperation; nor does 
it call for cynicism,” he 
wrote in a commentary 
published in the hxfian Ex- 
press. 

“Both sides will have to 
work sincerely to give part- 
nership a chance and not 
demand too much of .each 
other too soon.” 


For Russian military, 
journalists are 
the enemy 


By Margaret Shapiro 

MOSCOW — Russia’s 
military, fighting its first 
war under dose media Scru- 
tiny, has focused on jour- 
nalists and their equipment 
in an effort to halt the daily 
barrage of horrific battle- 
field images, according to 
journalists and press 
advocacy groups here. 

In the most recent inci- 
dent, which provoked 
suspicions of official sabot- 
age; a satellite dish used by 
many Western television 
agencies .to send reports 
from the battle zone was 
vandalised and made in- 
operable. 

Searing television pic- 
tures of fighting and body- 
strewn streets have made a 
mockery of Russian d aims 
that foe war is nearly over 
and casualties are low, and 
have _ increased public 
opposition to tire military 
incursion., 

The incident, at a press 
compound in Khasavyurt, a 
town just across Checfacuya’s 
eastern border, is un- 
likely to hah the coverage. 
Another satellite is still in 
operation, protected by 
armed guards around foe 
clock, journalists said. ■ 

“It could’ve been some- 
one who just didn’t realise 
what they were doing,” said 
an employee with .World- 
wide Television News J a 
part owner of tire satellite. 
“But given what’s going on 
here, I don’t think anyone 
thinks that’s what really 


on tire breakaway Chechen 
region began nearly a 
month ago; two journalists 
have been killed, including 
an American photographer 
during a Russian bombing. 
Dozens have been shot at 
by Russian soldiers, two of 
mem seriously wounded, 
and many others lost equip- 
ment and film at gunpoint, 
according to reporters and 
the Fund for foe Defence of 
CHasnost, a Russian press 
advocacy group. 

“The authorities do not 
want to see any opinion 
that’s different from their 
own,” said Oleg Panfilov, 
who has compiled a long list 
of incidents involving jour-* 
nalists for foe GJasnosz 
Fund. “Journalists are seen 
as the enemy.” 

Mr. Panfilov said he had 
no evidence but believed 
that foe harassment of jour- 
nalists was a policy adopted 
by tire military leadership. 

The people who wanted 
tire war, he said “are in- 
terested in preventing jour- 
nalists from doing their 
jobs.” 

“If it were not for TV 
footage,” be said, “nobody 
would know just how bad 
tilings are there.” 

President Boris Yeltsin 
signaled foe official hostility 
towards journalists two 
weeks ago when he asserted 
that some reporters were in 
the pay of the Chechen 
leader, Dzbokar Dudayev. 
A similar .allegation of 
fainted coverage was mad* 
by Deputy Prune Minister 
Ofeg Soskovets. 


tire Russian attack Washington Post 
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Israel reneged on 
promised freeze of 
W . Bank settlement 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — More than 2,000 
bousing starts were approved 
in Jewish settlements in the 
occupied West Bank last year 
despite a government prom- 
ise to the Americans to stop 
most building, according to 
studies released Tuesday. 

The total number of homes 
now under construction in 
settlements is about 4,000, 
the contractors association 
said Tuesday. According to a 
housing ministry report 
leaked to the Israeli media, 
the government planned to 
accelerate the pace of build- 
ing this year. 

The building drive, with an 
emphasis on Jerusalem satel- 
lite settlements, appears to 
be part of a last-minute land 
grab in the West Bank before 
Israel and the Palestinians 
begin negotiations on the fin- 
al status of the occupied terri- 
tories next year. 

Palestinian leaders and 
Israeli liberals warned Tues- 
day that the government 
could torpedo autonomy 
negotiations. 

On a hilltop outside the 
West Bank settlement of Psa- 
:got, hundreds of Palestinians 
ltd by officials from Yasser 
Arafat’s self-rule government 
protested the construction 
policy Tuesday and clashed 
with Israeli troops. 

. “The claim that Israel stop- 
ped or feeze settlement con- 
struction Jr^et tn*p,’\said 
one of the protesters, Palesti- 
nian Transportation Minister 
Abdul Aziz Haj. “If they 
continue to expand, it will 
destroy the peace process.” 
Israeli legislator Dedi 
Zucker said continued build- 
ing in the West Bank showed 
bad faith by Israel. 

“If we go on with the 
construction, it will be proof 
to the Palestinians and to the 
world... that we don’t really 
mean it when we say we want 
to end occupation.” said Mr. 
Zucker of the liberal Meretz 
party, a junior partner in 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s Coalition govern- 
ment*. 

But Mr. Rabin said Tues- 
day the government never, 
promised a complete settle-" 
ment freeze, and said at the - 
rime some investment in con- 
tinuing settlements would 
continue. 

He suggested the Amer- 
icans backed the Israeli posi- 
tion. 

“We have understandings 
with the Americans concern- 
ing certain things, which re- 


flect the government posi- 
tions and were given to Presi- 
dent Bush and later President 
Clinton," Mr. Rabin said. 

Meretz said it would de- 
mand a real construction 
freeze when the issue is de- 
bated by the cabinet next 
Sunday. Earlier this week, 
Mr. Rabin agreed to a 
Meretz request to suspend all 
construction until the cabinet 
meeting. 

The latest construction fi- 
gures came from the leaked 
housing ministry report as 
well as surveys conducted by 
Meretz and the Peace Now 
group. 

According to the housing 
ministry report, the govern- 
ment approved construction 
of 1,833 homes in 1994 and of 
- 3,230 more this year. 

The Meretz report, based 
on visits to 49 settlements, 
said the government permit- 
ted the construction of hun- 
dreds of homes with private 
funds and did not stop set- 
tlers from seizing apartments 
that were not to have been 
sold under the freeze policy. 

The report concluded that 
various government offices 
were colluding with settler 
activists to circumvent the 
freeze. “We are not talking 
about looking the other way, 
but about active or passive 
cooperation of the govern- 
ment offices with activities 
designed to sabotage govern- 
ment decisions,” the report 
said. 

The contractors association 
said Tuesday the total num- 
ber of homes under construc- 
tion in settlements was 4.000. 
Of those, about 3.400 were 
being built with government 
money and another 600 by 
private investors, the associa- 
tion said. 

Settlers officials have said 
the population in the 144 
settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza has grown by near- 
ly 5 per cent to 141.000 in 
1994. The figures were based 
on municipal tax records. 

Government spokesman 
Uri Dromi denied that Israel 
had reneged on its November 
1992 pledge that paved the 
way for negotiations with the 
Palestinians and also per- 
suaded the Americans to 
grant a $10 billion in loan 
guarantees to Israel. 

The United States is sup- 
posed to penalise Israel. For 
every dollar spent on settle- 
ments. a dollar is substracted 
from the loan guaratees. In 
fiscal 1995, the Americans 
deducted $311.8 million. 


By Jonathan Freedland 

WHEN Americans marked- 
Martin Luther King Day- on 
Monday one group in par- 
ticular remembered • the 
preacher's plea for equal civil 
rights, and repeated his de- 
mand that people be judged 
not by the colour of their 
skin, but by the colour of 
their skin, but by the “con- 
tent of their character.” This 
group was not black Amer- 
icans, but the nation's hottesi 
new constituency: angry 
white men. 

Declaring that they have 
bad enough of being pushed 
aside in the name of political 
correctness (PC) and m Ulri- 
ca] turalism, America’s white 
males are fighting back. 

From the grass roots of 
California to Congress and 
the Supreme Court, they are 
declaring war on the positive 
discrimination which they say 
has turned them into victims, 
denying them opportunity 
because of their colour and 
gender. Their aim is nothing 
less than to roll back two 
decades of political ortho- 
doxy. 

llie focus of the movement 
is, fittingly, California. 
America’s largest state 
spawned some of PC’s 
greatest excesses, from man- 
datory bilingualism to the 
labelling of Shakespeare and 
Milton as DWEMs, Dead 
White European Males. Now 
California is leading the 
movement to undo it all. 

Two San Franicsco 
academics are seeking to 
place a California Civil 
Rights Initiative on state- 
wide ballots inn 1996 — to 
coincide with the next pres- 
idential election. If they 
gather 615.000 names the 
state will have a referendum 
on “affirmative action.” If it 
passes there will be no more 
official preference granted to 
women and minorities in 
awarding jobs and contracts. 

Under U.S. law, state 
bodies can and do favour 
women, blacks and Hispanics 
over white males — all in the 
name of remedying past dis- 
crimination. It is this above 
all else that has put the 
“angry” into angry white 
men. Across America white 
males complain of losing out 
to less qualified rivals, 
squeezed out by PC quotas. 

“It really burns your butt,” 
says Randy Pech, whose case 
wifl be beard next week by 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 'He 
is suing the government after 
his company lost a federal 
building contract in Colora- 
do. His firm entered the 
cheapest bid, but were 
beaten by a Hispanic-mn 
concern. “We’re a small, 
family-owned companay. We 
don’t discriminate. Why 


The whitelash starts here 

Two decades of political correctness have 

cost some American men dear. Now they’re fighting back 



should we be punished.” 

The Supreme Court, now 
with a moderate-conservative 
majority, could well agree 
and use Mr. Pecfa’s case to 
reduce sharply the scope of 
affirmative action. His 
lawyers are asking the court 
to bring federal law into line 
with state and local rules, 
which bar positive discri- 
mination except when it cor- 
rects proven past prejudice. 

Much is at stake. Under 
schemes strted 20 years ago 
by Richard Nixon, racial cal- 
culations play a pan in gov- 
ernment spending on every- 
thing from defence parts to 
cleaning contracts. More 
than $13 billion of federal 
money goes to small 
businesses owned by minor- 
ities. 


California Governor Pete 
Wilson — always a canny 
reader of the public mood — 
has lent his support, 
announcing that he, too, sup- 
ports eliminating preference 
programmes. Mr. Wilson was 
criticised last November for 
supporting Propostion 187, 
which denied key public ser- 
vices to illegal immigrants. 
But the measure passed with 
a whopping majority. The 
Civil Rights Initiative offers 
just the same brew of touchy 
racial and economic issues, 
and opponents are already 
gearing up for a re-run of the 
Propostion 187 battle. 

The anger that fuels the 
movement is striking because 
it cuts across all the usual 
boundaries. You hear the 
same complaints from the 


Jordan backs resolution 1 2,700 feared dead in Japan 


(Continued from page 1) 

month. 

Mr. Kabariti will visit 
Tunisia on Wednesday in re- 
sponse to an invitation by 
Tunisian Foreign Minister Al 
Habib Ben Yahya. 

Mr. Kabariti will hold talks 
with Tunisian officials on bi- 
lateral relations and _ issues 
pertaining to the meetings of* 
the Higher Jordanian -Tuni- 
sian Joint Committee to be 
hosted by Tunisia and 
chaired by the prime minis- 
ters of the two countries. 

Reporting on the Jeru- 
salem’s Committee’s meet- 
ings, Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Assef Ahmad Ali 


told Reuters that the 16- 
member panel also discussed 
forming an Islamic agency to 
raise funds for Jerusalem and 
help Palestinians rebuild 
their institutions there and 
buy Arab homes back from 
Israel. 

He said the existing Jeru- 
salem Fund had run out of 
cash and the new agency, 
which if it went ahead would 
be run by finance ministers of 
member states, would seek 
contributions from the OIC 
countries and from private 
sources. 

The exact function and 
brief of the agency was still 
being discussed, he said. 




* Chechens announce truce 
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(Continued from page 1) 
karov, who were sent here. 
Sunday by the Chechen lead- 
er. 

The Chechen envoys, due 
s to return to Grozny on 
Wednesday, came with a 
mandate from Mr. Dudayev 
. to discuss a ceasefire, saying 
this was “an essential condi- 
tion for a political agreement 
and talks on a broad. long- 
term accord." 


In Grozny, Chechen fight- 
ers reacted with suspicion 
and scorn to Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin’s televised appeal Mon- 
day night. They unleashed a 
string of obscenities and spat 
in contempt. 

“We don’t trust Yeltsin. 
Chernomyrdin is not impor- 
tant. The war will go on.” 
said a Chechen fighter who 
gave his first name as Sal- 
man. 


(Continued from page 1) 

in search of shelter and 
warmth. 

Kobe's Sannomiya district, 
normally alive with shoppers, 
bar-hoppers and nightclub- 
goers. was almost deserted at 
nightfall, except for a group 
of about 30 people milling 
aimlessly in front of the dar- 
kened railway station. 

On the outskirts of own, 
almost every house had col- 
lapsed. Bursar alarms shril- 
led, shattering the quiet. 

Tokyo escaped unscathed. 
The quake was barely felt in 
the capital, 450 kilometres to 
the east. 

*‘I thought it was the end of 
the world,” said 64-year-old 
Minoru Takasu. whose house 
fell down around him in 
Nishinomiya, outside Kobe. 

“I survived by sliding into a 
small gap between a dish 
cabinet and the wall.” he told 
the Asahi newspaper. “I’m 
happy to be alive.” 

As night closed in, rescuers 


dug into nibble with their 
hands to search for more than 
1,000 missing people, includ- 
ing 20 patients trapped in the 
debris of a collapsed Kobe 
hospital. 

•Dozens of cars were 
squashed by the collapse of 
an elevated highway just out- 
side Kobe, and 10 trains were 
derailed. 

A total of nearly 10,000 
houses, buildings and other 
structures were completely 
destroyed or partially dam- 
aged by the quake, which 
struck Japan's second-most 
populated area and one of its 
most industrialised, the 
national police agency said. 

Damage and casualties 
were in 100 kilometres radius 
around Kobe, extending to 
Osaka and Kyoto, where 
temples and priceless Buddha 
statues were damaged. 

Nearly all the dead and 
more than half the injured 
were in the elegant city of 
Kobe, which nestles between 
mountains and the Sea of 


Japan. 

The toll was expected to 
grow as dead were pulled 
from the rubble, and as com- 
munications links were res- 
tored. allowing authorities to 
gather fuller reports. 

The earthquake was the 
most violent to strike a de- 
nsely populated area since 
1948, when a quake killed 
more than 5,000 people in the 
northwest city of Fukui. 

"There have been earth- 
quakes as strong as this one. 
but not in a metropolitan 
area,” said quake expert 
Masayuki Kikuchi, a profes- 
sor at Yokohama City uni- 
versity. 

The quake snapped vital 
lifelines to western Japan, 
cutting train service including 
the high-speed ••Bullet" 
train, knocking out power 
and cutting telephone ser- 
vice. 

. The earthquake also shat- 
tered Japan’s belief that its 
newer buildings and roads 


Saddam: Anti-Iraq camp is crumbling 
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Yemen softens stand in row 


(Continued from page 1) 

with Saudi Arabia are likely 
to prevent us from resorting 
to international arbitration." 

Mr. Ansi told the press 
conference: “We are ready to 
,, discuss borders as long as it is 
done equitably,” warning 
that “in the past. Yemen 
rejected even the original 
Taif agreement." 

Saudi-Yemeni relations de- 
teriorated during the 1990- 
'l9?TGuIf crisis when Riyadh 
accused Sanaa of backing 
Baghdad, and worsened dur- 
ing Yemen’s two-month civil 
war last year. 

Meanwhile an economic 
t delegation travelling with 
1 Mr. Saleh said they bad “ex- 
cellent contacts" with French 
official^., and businessmen 
aimeA-^safieractnig; . invest- 
ment to Yemen, which lost 


$11 billion in the May-July 
war. 

Mr. Saleh, who ‘flew to the 
Hague later Tuesday, blamed 
Riyadh for the recent escala- 
tion of tension along the bor- 
der. 

Last week “the Saudis 
massed air, land and naval 
forces, threatening our ter- 
ritorial integrity,” he said. 

“However, we agreed to 
pull back our forces to open 
the way to dialogue and a 
definitive settlement of the 
border issue.” 

Riyadh earlier denied that 
it had massed troops on the 
border. 

Mr. Saleh also said Saudi 
Arabia had three military 
bases in Jizan province. 

“But when relations are 
normal there will be nothing 
to worry about," he added. 


(Continued from page 1) 

the holy sites of Mecca and 
Medina into “a theatre for 
the army of the infidels” dur- 
ing the war. 

He praised the perform- 
ance of his array in the 42-day 
war which resulted in the 
ousting of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

“Despite the long con- 
frontation in which all 
weapons of destruction and 
death were used as well as the 
ensuing acts of treason 
prompted by the anti-Arab 
hatred coining from Iran, 
Iraq and its army have 
emerged strong despite all 
the wounds or the loss of life 
of sons and brothers.” 

“This has infuriated 
aggressors who have come to 
realise that they completely 
failed, especially after Iraq 
has reconstructed all that had 
been destroyed by the aggres- 
sors.” 

In Kuwait, Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 


Sabah said Iraq was still a 
threat to Kuwait and rela- 
tions would not be resumed 
while President Saddam was 
in power, despite his recogni- 
tion of the emirate’s 
sovereignty. 

“Iraq's recognition of the 
State of Kuwait does not end 
anything. The ruling regime 
in Iraq will harbours aggres- 
sive intentions,” Sheikh 
Saad, who is also prime 
minister, was quoted as 
saying by Kuwait’s Al Watan 
daily Tuesday. 

Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashed Al Maktoum, 
Dubai’s crown prince, mean- 
while, defended his con- 
troversial call on Kuwait to 
make peace with Iraq. 

“My call for the brothers in 
Kuwait to extend bridges of 
love with Iraq and the Iraqi 
people flows out of my love 
for Kuwait and its people and 
keen interest (for their wel- 
fare),” he said in an interview , 
published Wednesday in 
Kuwait's Al Seyassah daily. 


Sheikh Mohammad, who is 
the UAE’s defence minister, 
was recently named by 
Dubai’s ruling Maktoum 
family as crown prince of 
Dubai, the second largest 
emirate federated in the 
UAE. 

His call for Kuwaitis to 
“forget the past" and make 
up with Iraq last week sent 
shock waves through Kuwait. 

Sheikh Mohammad told Al 
Seyassah that while his call 
has met with opposition, it 
has also won support from 
Gulf and Arab officials. 

In the Al Seyassah inter- 
view, he also called on Arab 
leaders to take the initiative 
and set up a pan-Arab econo- 
mic bloc, a step which he 
believes would unify the 22 
members of the Arab 
League. 

The Arabs “have the eco- 
nomic, human and material 
potential,” he said. “So why 
don't we form an economic 
bloc unifying our (Arab) Na- 
tion?" 


firefighter in Wisconsin as the 
journalist in New York — 
both claiming to be punished 
for being part of a shamed 
elite. 

Senator Jesse Helms, here 
noire of the left, struck this 
same nerve in his 1990 Senate 
re-election campaign. His TV 
ad showed a pair of white 
hands cluthdng a job rejec- 
tion letter, while a voiceover 
revealed the vacancy had 
gone to a “minority.” Mr. 
Helms came from beind and 
won. 

Women are no less a target 
for the white male's anger. 
Hollywood has played to it 
twice in the last two months. 
The plot of Disclosure has 
Michael Douglas being sex- 
ually harassed by a ruthless 
Demi Moore and losing a 


would be able to withstand a 
major quake due to sophisti- 
cated engineering. 

During U.S. earthquakes 
that have wrecked roads, 
Japanese experts had con- 
fidently predicted those in 
this country would stand up 
to even a serious quake. But 
sections of several major ex- 
pressways collapsed, as did 
many modem buildings. 

Reuter correspondent Abi 
Sekimitsu, who flew over the 
devastated area in a helicop- 
ter, said the scene resembled 
one of Japan’s “Godzilla” 
monster movies with the 
landscape scarred by fires, 
twisted roads and crumpled 
buildings. 

"From the air it looks as 
though some prehistoric crea- 
ture had trampled through 
the area," she said. 

The quake, officially 
named “the 1995 Southern 
Hyogo Prefectural Earth- 
quake,” struck at 5.46 a.m. 
(2046 GMT), rumbling across 
the centre of Honshu island 
from the Japan Sea to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

The epicentre of the 
quake, was located about 20 
kilometres beneath the island 
of Awajishima, which is ab- 
out 30 kilometres offshore 
from Kobe. 

Many houses also col- 
lapsed on the island, which is 
a fishing village and popular 
tourist spot for the 1.5 million 
residents of Kobe, Japan’s 
main western port. 

The quake was the latest in 


promotion to her; while 
David Mamet’s Oleanna ar- 
ticulated male frustration at 
the purported tyranny of 
workplace rules against sex- 
ual harassment. 

For positive discrimination 
has not been confined to the 
public sector. Top companies 
have invited multi cultural ism 
consultants to advise on sen- 
sitivity, and middle-managers 
have found their own for- 
tunes contingent on the 
ethnic and sexual diversity of 
their payrolls. 

But now there is a coun- 
terblast to the PC mindset, 
and it has even reached the 
birthplace of political correct- 
ness: American academe. 
Academic and critic Harold 
Bloom raffled feathers last 
year with his book Western 


a series of tremors that have 
rolled through northern and 
central Japan in the last three 
weeks. 

Experts had been warning 
that a major earthquake 
might be on its way for the 
past few weeks. The latest 
quake hit nine days after 
three major tremors, ranging 
from a 5.2 on the Richter 
scale just outside Tokyo to 
6.9 and 4.2 readings in Hachi- 
nohe, 500 kilometres north of 
the capital. 

Most of the people missing 
were in collapsed buildings in 
Kobe, including an eight- 
storey building and a three- 
storey hotel. 

“We were not prepared for 
this, because we never 
thought a quake of this mag- 
nitude could hit the Kansai 
area," said businessman Kat- 
sumi Takeuchi, 53. 

Skies were black with sooty 
smoke over western and cen- 
tral Kobe, the hardest hit 
areas of the city, as fire raged 
through many districts. 

Long lines formed at the 
few functioning public 
phones in the city centre. 

The Hanshin highway link- 
ing Kobe with nearby Osaka 
lay in rains following the 
collapse of about half a 
kilometre of an elevated sec- 
tion once supported by 30- 
metre pillars. Elevated high- 
ways were reported to have 
collapsed at another eight 
points across the city, 
crashing several drivers to 
death. Seven trains were de- 


Canon for asserting the su- 
periority of dozens of white 
male writers. His inclusion of 
Philip Roth nine times in his 
Top 500 — and his exclusion 
of black female heroines such 
as Alice Walker — was the 
first indication that the intel- 
lectual tide was turning no 
less than the political one. 

Since then has come the 
best-selling Dictatorship Of 
Virtue by Richard Bernstein, 
a diatribe against the in- 
herently anti-pluralistic ex- 
cesses of multiculturalism. 
Written by a liberal from the 
PC-sensitive New York 
Times, the book amounted to 
the breaking of a taboo. 

The opposition is already 
forming, fearful of losing the 
real gains positive discrimina- 
tion has made. Former pres- 
idential candidate Jesse Jack- 
son has been swift: “This is 
yet another effort to roll back 
the process of inclusion,” he 
said. . 

Interestingly, Mr. Jackson 
will not be able to rely even 
on solid black support. A 
growing number of middle- 
class blacks are conserva- 
tives, in the mould of con- 
troversial Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas. 
They argue that affirmative 
action has produced more 
racism, not less, by causing 
resentment, and undermining 
legitimate black achievement 
— “He only got the job 
because of his colour.” Other 
black writers note that the 
real beneficiaries of positive 
discrimination have been 
well-to-do white women and 
that pure economic need 
would be a fairer criterion. 

The "whitelash" is gaining 
strength each day. Many of 
the Republican young Turks 
now in Congress owe their 
seats to angry white male 
voters. Some are pushing for 
a federal law against prefer- 
ence for “protected groups" 
and may attach. riders to all 
spending bills, preventing 
government agencies discri- 
minating positively. 

If it passed. President Clin- 
ton would either have to sign 
it or veto it. A veto would 
hand the Republicans just the 
kind of campaign issue on 
which they would love to 
fight for the White House in 
1996. But approval would 
split the Democratic coalition 
by pitting women and blacks 
against the angry white men 
of organised labour. 

Perhaps the most striking 
thought is not this latest 
counter-revolution itself so 
much as the simple fact that 
America is still obsessed with 
the same topics that pre- 
occupied it in King's day, and 
in the civil war a century 
before: race, race and race. 

The Guardian 




railed and five bullet-train 
bridges destroyed. 

For some there was a mira- 
culous escape. Koji Kuwa- 
hara, a company worker in 
nearby Nishinomiya, de- 
scribed how he was driving 
on the expressway, when the 
road “suddenly waved and 
the highway fell over towards 
the mountainside." 

“My car and others slipped 
off together,” he said. 

The shallowness of the 
quake and its proximity to a 
major population centre were 
also blamed for the massive 
destruction. 

“The damage would have 
been much worse if it occur- 
red during business hours," 
Yoshi Kawata of Kyoto Uni- 
versity noted. 

The Bank of Japan ordered 
financial institutions in west- 
ern Japan to take emergency 
measures from Wednesday to 
supply depositors with cash. 

The Osaka- Kobe conurba- 
tion is one of the wealthiest 
regions in Japan, but local 
officials were agog at the 
scale of the economic damage 
inflicted by nature. 

Kobe Steel Ltd., one of 
Japan’s biggest steelmakers, 
suspended production at its 
steelworks here, one of its 
main plants in Japan. 

Matsushita, the world’s 
largest consumer electronics 
maker, also halted produc- 
tion at its Kobe plant which 
makes personal computers, 
word processors and video 
games. 


Gulf crisis fund studying claims 


(Continued from page 12) 

Raboin said that while the 
issue was beyond the immedi- 
ate jurisdiction of his panel. 
Jordan stood a “better 
chance of establishing a 
direct linkage between the 
crisis and the losses it suf- 
fered." He would not elabo- 
rate. 

Funds for the committee 
are supposed to come from 
the diversion of 30 per cent of 
all Iraqi oil exports as called 
for in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 778 of October 
1992. But as long as Iraqi oil 
sales remain frozen under the 
sanctions, the committee has 


little to look forward to in 
revenues from this direction. 

The "less than $50 million” 
the fund received so far came 
from a special U.N. account 
to which several countries 
transferred frozen Iraqi oil 
assets as the resolution called 
for. 

The account received 
several hundred million dol- 
lars. including $200 million 
from the U.S. and around 
$100 million from Saudi Ara- 
bia, but the amount had to be 
distributed among five dis- 
tinct U.N. agencies or special 
committees dealing with 
separate areas related to the 
enforcement of the Security 


Council resolutions on the 
Gulf crisis. These tasks in- 
volve demarcation of new 
Iraq-Kuwait borders (which 
is already completed), the 
monitoring of the frontier 
and elimination of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Forty-three countries 
which have Iraqi oil assets 
have not transferred the 
funds to the account because 
Resolution 778 left it to the 
judgement of individual gov- 
ernments to make the trans- 
fer depending on whether 
they themselves or local 
businesses stood to claim 
compensation for losses suf- 
fered in the Gulf crisis. 





s Economy 


U.S. agriculture official sees 
great opportunity in Mideast 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JA NUARY IS, 1995 


Kuwait must end spending waste premier 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (APt — A top U.S. 
official, pointing out that the 
economic growth in the Mid- 
dle East could surpass that of 
China and India, said ihar 
there is a great opportunity 
for U.S. agriculture in the 
region. 

Eugene Moos, under- 
secretary for farm and fore- 
ign agricultural services, told 
members of the American 
Business Council in Dubai 
Monday that the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture will 
act as a conduit for informa- 
tion to the Gulf region. 

His remarks were pub- 
lished in newspapers here 
Tuesday. 

“As f go around the world 
looking at emerging markets 
in terms of attempting to 


Rouble falls 
to 3,900 to 
the dollar 

MOSCOW (R) — The rou- 
ble slumped to below 3.900 to 
the dollar Tuesday from 
3.881 a day ago in interbank 
trading investors dumped the 
currency for fear of inflation 
and political uncertainty trig- 
gered by the Chechen crisis. 

Bankers said the rouble 
was likely to tumble through 
the psychological barrier of 
4.000 to the dollar by the end 
of this week — compared to 
3.550 at end-December and 
3.234 at end-November. 

“There is very strong 
pressure on the rouble be- 
cause of Chechenya. The 
government will have to prim 
money to finance the war and 
inflation will go up." said 
Victor Huaco of ITS Finance. 

“Everyone is trying to get 
into dollars. Treasury bids 
and shares are no longer 
attractive. People are trim- 
ming down their equity posi- 
tions and switching to dol- 
lars." he added. 

The rouble fed to 3.861 to 
the dollar on the Moscow 
Interbank Currency Ex- 
change (MICEK) from 3.817. 

Bankers said overnight 
rouble interest rates, at 
around 150 per cent now. 
could soar to 200 in the com- 
ing days because banks 
needed more and more rou- 
bles to buy dollars. 


focus our resources. I can see 
great potential in this area." 
Mr. Moos said. “It's more 
than an emerging market, it's 
a sophisticated market, and I 
see great opportunity here 
for U.S. agriculture. 

Mr. Moos was in the emi- 
rate for the Gulf Food Ex- 
hibition at the Dubai World 
Trade Centre, at which more 
than 50 U.S. companies are 
participating. 

He outlined U.S. agricultu- 
ral interests and highlighted 
the gradual phasing out of 
government farm subsidies in 
the coming years to improve 
U.S. competitiveness around 
the globe. 

“I become very excited ab- 
out the potential for food 
erowth and food demand 


around the world, seeing how 
even S200-S300 of per capita 
income, when multiplied by 
hundreds and millions of peo- 
ple in China. Indonesia and 
now India, will provide the 
growth." Mr. Moos said. 

“We're now able to recog- 
nise the potential in this area 
of the world, and that's one 
message I'll be carrying back 
to share with the Department 
of Agriculture, administra- 
tion officials, and members of 
the new Congress,” he noted. 

Mr. Moos explained that 
the United States needs to 
get organised to get a share of 
the growing food market 
around the world. 

The Department of Agri- 
culture sees one of its major 
responsibilities as acting as a 


conduit for information to 
U.S. food supplies and pro- 
cessors on emerging markets 
like the Gulf. 

The department is also in- 
te rested in assisting develop- 
ing countries io enhance their 
agricultural sectors, and can 
provide technical expertise, a 
vital part of their economic 
growth and potential for be- 
coming U S. customers, he 
said. 

“When i look at dubai I'm 
struck by how similar it is to 
what I saw in Hong Kong or 
Singapore, where a lot of 
trade is being channelled 
through one centre, and it 
seems to me the potential 
here is enormous to satisfy 
the growing demand which is 
to come." "Mr. Moos added. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
prime minister said in re- 
marks published Tuesday he 
wanted to rationalise govern- 
ment spending to eliminate 
waste and extravagance and 
raise sources of revenue 


1995/96 financial year starting 
on July 1. 

Officials are womed by a 
deficit that has ballooned due 
to the war in which a U.S--led 
alliance ejected Iraq from the 
emirate . The government 


other than oil to curb a big says that next year it will cut 


budget deficit. 

“There is squandering and 
extravagance, hence there 
must also be rationalisation 
of spending." Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdullah Ai Sabah told A! 
Watan newspaper. 

“We do not think about 
our present only. We care for 
the future generations,” said 
Sheikh Saad, who is also the 
crown prince. 

The government, in its 
most ambitious effort at fiscal 
restraint, plans to slash a 
Gulf war-inflated budget de- 
ficit by a third to one billion 
dinars (S3. 34 billion) in the 


spending in several sectors, 
reduce subsidies on petrol 
and service such as water 
and electricity and increase 
customs levies. 

The measures are bound to 
generate heated debate 
among 670,000 Kuwaitis used 
to generous welfare stare be- 
nefits. Some benefits are also 
extended to the million- 
strong army of guest workers 
who make up the rest of the 
1.7 million population. 

Sheikh Saad gave no de- 
tails of public spending waste 
but said proposed increases 


Japan urged to supply 
technology to GCC states 


U.S. firms win 
more Indian deals 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have urged 
Japan to export them tech- 
nology to help diversify their 
economies and make them 
more than just suppliers of oil 
to the Asian industrial giam. 
Gulf officials have said. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states raised the issue 
at a Tokyo conference which 
brought together more than 
40*) officials and businessmen 
from the two sides, GCC 
Secretary-General Fahim Ibn 
Sultan Al Qassimi said. 

“We presented some ideas, 
which showed that we want 
Japan to be a partner in 
development in the GCC." 
he told the United Arab Emi- 
rates daily Al Ittihad. “We 
do not want our relationship 
to remain limned to buying 
and marketing Japanese pro- 
ducts. We want Japan to help 
us in acquiring technology." 

Gulf officials said they'had 
asked their Japanese counter- 
parts at the November con- 
ference to set up joint indust- 
rial ventures in the region as 
a means to transfer technolo- 
gy to member states. 

' In return, they pledged 
long-term, stable crude sup- 
plies to the southeast Asian 
country at reasonable prices. 
But they added the Japanese 


response had been cool con- 
cerning the setting up of large 
industrial projects. 

“They showed strong en- 
thusiasm for setting up light 
and medium sized Industries 
bur were cool about our calls 
to establish heavy industries 
on the grounds the regional 
market is not large enough.” 
one official told AFP. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Bahrain. Oman. Qatar. 
Kuwait, and the UAE — 
have been locked in negotia- 
tions with the European Un- 
ion and other key industrial 
powers in a bid to persuade 
them to invest in industries in 
their region. 

They say such projects 
could be among the most 
profitable in the world as 
labour is cheap and their 
region sits atop 45 per cent of 
the world's total proven 
crude reserves of more than 
one trillion banels. 

But like the Japanese. 
Western industrialists have 
been reluctant to commit 
themselves to major projects, 
arguing the region is small 
and investment laws are not 
encouraging enough due to 
restrictions on foreigner own- 
ership. 

GCC stales have criticised 
Japan for its low investment 


in the region compared with 
their high trade. Such invest- 
ments are estimated at 
around S4 billion, a fraction 
of Tokyo's worldwide assets 
of S386.5 billion. 

Japan is the top single eco- 
nomic parter of the” GCC. 
with two-way trade reaching 
nearly S33 billion in 1993. 
The figure is expected to be 
lower in 1994 due to weak 
demand for Japanese pro- 
ducts caused by a surge in the 
Yen. 

“We are still hoj>eful Japan 
will help us in obtaining tech- 
nology because ue expect our 
relationship to strengthen in 
future as Japan will rely more 
on our oil. They know- this 
but we made dear we do not 
want to be just a source of 
energy." said a UAE offidal 
who attended the Tokyo con- 
ference. 

Japan currently imports 
around 2.6 million barrels per 
day (b/di from the GCC. 
accounting for nearly 60 per 
cent of its total crude needs. 

The level will exceed 70 
per cent by 2000 due to a 
projected decline from other 
supply sources, according to 
Japanese oil executives. 

To ensure steady supplies. 
Japan has sought more share 
in the Gulf oil sector. 


NEW DELHI !R) — U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown announced' more 
deals for American com- 
panies Tuesday, bringing the 
total amount reaped during a 
ground-breaking trade mis- 
sion to Tudia to $4 billion. 

“I am absolutely exhila- 
rated." Mr. Brown told re- 
porters following a 90 minute 
meeting with Indian Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao. 

The S2.6 billion in power, 
petrochemicals, telecom- 
munications and health-care 
agreements followed 51.4 bil- 
lion that were signed the pre- 
vious day. 

Mr. Brown said Mr. Rao 
told him India’s three-year- 
old free-market reforms, 
which have begun attracting 
modest amounts of U.S. ana 
other foreign investment, 
were irreversible. 

“He made an absolute, un- 
equivocal commitment to a 
continuation of the economic 
reform process.” Mr. Brown 
said. 

Mr. Brown, leading the 
largest ever U.S. trade and 
investment mission, said Mr. 
Rao responded positively to a 
suggestion, backed by U.S. 
big business, that India open 
up its financial services and 
insurance industries to out- 
side companies. 

But Mr. Brown said the 


purpose of his mission was 
not to pres Mr. Rao's govern- 
ment into adopting more re- 
forms. 

“We are very pleased with 
the level of economic re- 
form,” he said. “These were 
not meetings where we were 
pressuring, or bludgeoning 
the prime minister.” 

Mr. Brown said he also 
raised the issue of protection 
of intellectual-property 
rights, where he said India 
had made progress but 
needed to do more, as well as- 
corruption. 

Washington has been 
pressing New Delhi to pro- 
vide stronger copyright pro- 
tection and guard against 
commercial pirating. U.S. 
•companies have urged India 
to make bidding procedures 
for big government contracts 
more transparent to prevent 
corruption. 

The United States is Indi- 
a's biggest trade and invest- 
ment partner but recognises 
that competition for a 
marketing hold in the second, 
most populous nation is heat- 
ing up. 

Commerce Minister Pra- 
nab Mukherjee and Mr. 
Brown signed a pact setting 
up the U.S.-India Commer- 
cial Alliance, which will bring 
government officials and 
companies together to boost 
business ties. 


Malaysia tipped for another high-growth year, with problems 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysia is tipped to enjoy 
economic growth of above 
eight per cent in 1995 but 
may have to grapple with 
serious labour, wage, produc- 
tivity and infrastructure prob- 
lems, experts have warned. 

“There is already a shor- 
tage of skilled labour and 
wages are climbing faster 
than work output/’ said 
P.amii Kushairi. secretary- 
general of the National 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. 


“There’re also bottlenecks 
in power and water sup- 
plies.” Mr. Ramli told a con- 
ference outlining the pros- 
pects of 1995 for Southeast 
Asia’s fastest growing eco- 
nomy. 

Malaysia's gross domestic 
product has expanded by an 
average of more than eight 
per cent for the past seven 
years. 

Mr. Ramli and some 100 
businessmen, economists and 
officials at Tuesday's confer- 
ence hosted by the Malaysian 


Strategic Research Centre, a 
private think-tank, said they 
were looking 3t between 
eight per cent and 8.5 per 
cent growth this year. 

Mr. Ramli said a strong 
rise in domestic and external 
demand was expected to con- 
tribute largely to ihis year’s 
economy, resulting in an 
even stronger need for cost- 
effective labour to turn out 
the additional goods and ser- 
vices required. 

“Our labour problem is not 
quantity. It's quality." said 


Ghazali A tan. a private eo> 
nomist. "We can eet more 
foreign and women workers 
for general labour but train- 
ing them for skilled work and 
maintaining them cost- 
effectively is hard.” said Mr. 
Ghazali. 

Wages rose 6.7 per cent 
last year compared with a five 
per cent expansion in produc- 
tivity. economists said. 

Officials have singled out 
the 22 per cent rise given to 
banking clerks at the end of 
last year as the most extreme 


wage hike, saying it could 
pressure workers in other 
less-profitable sectors to de- 
mand similar increments, 
which could fuel inflation. 

“This would surely impact 
on our competitiveness and 
the trend in wage increase if 
not watched very carefully.” 
Mr. Ramli said. 

He said Malaysian firms 
should penetrate more 
emerging markets to stay 
competitive and form inde- 
pendent professional bodies 


to study wage increases 
appropriate for the economy. 

Sulaiman Mahbob, execu- 
tive director of the Malaysian 
Institute of Economic Re- 
search. another private think- 
tank. said total exports were 
expected to grow 21 per cent 
this year despire constraints 
in infrastructure. 

Mr. Sulaiman also said he 
expected inflation to be cap- 
ped at four per cent owing to 
tight monetary measures 
taken by the government to 
mop up liquidity. 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 


look. I JUST DISCOVERED 
I WAS HOLDING YOUR 
5 UPPER DI5H UPSIDE-DOWN! 



U/MAT IF I 
HADN'T 
NOTICED IT? 



IT 5 HARO TO IMAS'NE WHAT 
Ml&HT HAVE HAPPENSP..U7TLE 
THIN6S LIKE THAT CAN 
CHAN6E YOUR WHOLE Lire.. 



Andy Capp 


“I do not waste aJJ my money on 
toys! I prefer to think of them as 
‘frivolous necessities’ I*' 







30Y SOME PEOPLE ARt ' 
UNSOCIABLE' I JUSTTOED 
TO 3= =R15NDLY TO A 
Lrr~LE SMP’VELED UP OLD 
MAN O'JTTOERE! 





Unscramye ley Jjrrhics. 
ms tale? to Ms" s tjA'q. f- 
*C-jr ert “Ofy ’■venis 


Ihh#S1 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
r by Mauri Arnold and Mika Argrrion 


C ’V “ looVrOl J 




No* arango fro orctaJ severs ■- 
form me 5ursr.se answer, as sug. 
peSied 5? etxmv ca^ocr. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumtfes: OtOER AWASH 


(Answers tomorrow} 
OPIATE MYSELF 


junwn- 

Answer. t a “ 1:3r oSen — 


in charges for public utilities 
should not be imposed on less 
well-off Kuwaitis and other 
residents. 

The measures were not 
aimed at “gaining profits for 
the government* but at 
rationalising the use of such 

services. _ . . 

"Yes, there is a financial 
deficit as the figures show. 
But God willing that defiat 
will not continue, and at the 
time, sooner or later, 
there ought to be some other 
sources of revenue found in 
support of tire current one 
(oil),” he said. 

Oil accounts for 90 per cent 
of state revenue, a marked 
change from before the war 


when income from now- 
depleted state foreign invest- 
ments sometimes exceeded 
oil earnings- 

Economists say increasing 
non-oil revenue will have to 
be done by encouraging the 
growth of a moribund private 
sector depressed by worries 
about Irarj. debt problems 
and a foil in population since 
the 1991 conflict. 

The government has also 
said that in the long term 
income tax might have to be 
introduced. Sheikh Saad 
made no mention of tax and 
gave no details of the new 
service charges, saying it was 
premature to talk about what 
formula would be used. 


HITACHI 

Said Al Sayed Khallouf and Sons Co., 

agents of HITACHI of Japan and PHILCO of the 
USA for electrical home appliances wishes to 
inform employees of diplomatic missions and 
the United Nations agencies that the company 
has available for sale different sizes of re- 
frigerators. microwave, and television sets of 
screen sizes ranging from 42 inches to 20 
inches, washing machines, automatic bread 
makers, vacuum cleaners, videos and video 
cameras. 

For more information call Mr. Rafiq 
Khallouf on tel. 657287, and to inspect 
products call at our stores on Jabal 
Hussein Interior Ministry Circle, Ramal- 
lah Centre tel.: 667872. 

AD the above mentioned products are available 
customs duty free at the bonded at very 
reasonable prices. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Clear your mind of confusion and 
avoid confrontation this morning as the Leo Moon opposes 
Mercury. Although there are no aspects in effect die rest of me day 
and evening thing s wiU work to your advantage if you avoid taking 
any risks. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You get a flood of ideas which should 
be weeded out and the best of such utilised to your advantage for 
you to be successful. 

TAURUS: (Ami! 20 to May 20) A partner may have an eye on your 
mate, bat don’t quarrel over it and all wQl be fine. Find a better way 
of handling your obligations. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Don't be so concerned with your tasks 
that you fail to gain a big favour from one who is generous in die 
outside world. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) This is an ideal day for 
handling tasks you have agreed to do, but don’t run off on any 
tangents. Be careful of your comments. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is a jjood day to enjoy 
entertainments which you like without fondly interference. Forget 
that home activity which is nor important. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Be happy at home and don’t 
let some outsider try to interfere with your pleasure. Invite charming 
persons to visit you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22). This is an ideal day for 
communicating well with associates and don’t allow some monetary 
worry to deter you from your activities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Financial affairs are best 
handled during the daytime but concentrate more on acquiring than 
spending. Take it easy today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Do whatever is 
best to improve your well-being even though some duties could be 
boring. Be happy and satisfied about a new project. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A good day to see an 
advisor and make fine plans for the future. Don’t permit a friend to 
take you away from the practical. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A fine day for being with 
good friends and enjoying them. Get away from career pressures for 
a while to regain your equilibrium. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Handle vocational and credit 
affairs first and do not go off on some tangent. A powerful nxfivhfoal 
can give you the support you need. 

Birthstone of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Mary E. Brtndsmour 


ACROSS 
1 "Cammf 
6 Janninas. actor 
of old 
10 Scotch 
14 Perot, tar one 
tS MaHve m 

16 Mexican snack 

17 ThooMeoJ 

18 Take a second 
|ob 

20 Soived ice 


22 City in Ron* 

23 Radio device 
24Sodcw 

25 Went on soma 


27 Kind of truck 

28 PotWpoWWa 
W Rata — 

31 Treadle 
35 Catalog 
37 Napeiy 

39 Voir ■— /cowl 
term! 

40 Powerful beam 

42 Nat- 

43 Storage place 

44 Old Nek 
46 RenqiratC 
49 RoCU-bv 

speech 

51 Had a 
WasNngHxi OTy 

52 Brewer 

53 GoWng Ofwiiofle 

55 Certain reton 
rr Gtonfy 

56 Taverns 
GONoUenwi 
6i ■— Manser 
63 Place cn WaB 


64 Rendezvous 

TOWN 
1 WLin* 
ZGer&tfond 
hamster 

3 MeScJaWy 

4 Meal ana 
veswwieww 

5 Nobody si 
pBnaJv 


wmai Mwmm hhukii 


O I«14« IM, li 

tng naiw nv u . 


6 Puddof 
cartoons 

7 Disposition 

8 Attar words 

9 *Beaue»' name 
iQOoaetf 

11 Go8 score 

12 Yearned 

13 Goes bad 

19 Jacket adjunct 
2! KM of pusher* 
24 Svrtjscoy 
?S Ora*— of 


26 Irter — 

27 Tree 

30- CtofyymAn 
32 With fuBo 
83 Clapton or 
Hskfcn 

34 AitwManrtta 
XUcstmUaua 
38 Mian lend 
«i Badger's oxair. 
45 Three fines ot 


Puzzle solved: 


aauoa ooo bqoq 

aoq oa □□□□ umna 

[jcuoammaa odqu 

□□U QBU Hanrmm.] 
□HO OD QtJEJ 

□nnannnn 


onaofi OQaa pacci 
□atiQ aaaaQ bqqq 
goa a g oag auuou 
ougooddd □□□□no 
. a an o bbob 
0™3BBgl3I2Q QOQ 
3 bq q aaaaQDQQtiu 
gnoa turnon aoauu 
poaB agg oagao 


47 Most sick 
4fiCUW«J - 
43 Biol 
ntmunmt 

50 Dutch island 

51 The Earth 


52 Optikfians 

53 —Jacques 
. Marcjuene 

54 Asian gueflss 

58 *Bak — * 

59 MB. craft 
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Paper is 
no longer 
a cheap 
commodity 

irtr Paper converting factor- 
ies have stopped supplying 
the market because of the 
very high international prices 
of the commodity. An owner 
of a such a factory said that 
unless local prices for paper 
are hiked, manufacturers will 
suffer big losses. Another 
manufacturer said he was 
stopping all paper delivery 
unless prices are increased. 
An official at the Ministry of 
Supply said a committee rep- 
resenting the concerned par- 
ties is currently studying the 
evolution of paper prices and 
a decision will be taken 
according to its findings. The 
last time the Ministry of 
Supply reviewed paper prices 
was in 1990, but international 
prices have risen recently by 
15 to 20 per cent (AI Dus- 
tour). 

☆☆ According to market 
sources the Ministry of Agri- 
culture Sunday (Jan. 15) re- 
sumed issuing licences to im- 
port Romanian meat and live 
sheep. A ban was imposed 
last week after some Roma- 
nian beef was found con- 
taminated (Al Aswaql. 

☆☆The association of 
pharmicists' board decided to 
ban contacts and dealings 
with all Israeli medical orga- 
nisations. The association 
said governments could sign 
treaties but could not force 
normalisation of ties on pri- 
vate establishments and the 
people at large (Al Ra’i). 

☆☆ According to new 
structions issued by the water ^ 
authority, the price of one 
cubic metre of chinking water 
sold by water tanks is JD 
1.750 within the Greater Am- 
man area. The price is JD 
1.500 per cubic metre for 
delivery outside Amman (Al 
Ra’i). 

☆☆ The Cabinet decided to 
bring service charges pro- 
vided by the Ports Authority 
to JD 1 .000 per passenger for 
the handling of luggage and 
750 fils for general services 
(AI Ra’i). 

irtr Cars and buses manufac- 
tured in 19S9 or before will 
not be given customs clear- 
ance in accordance with a 
decision taken by the Cabinet 
on Nov. 5, 1978 (Sawt AI 
Shaab). 

9 

irtr Taxpayers who are enti- 
tled to refunds from the In- 
come Tax Department can 
collect their payments start- 
ing next week. The payment 
will be done on a first “ap- 
plied” first paid basis. (Sawt 
Al Shaab). 


☆☆ A delegation represent- 
ing the chambers of com- 
merce in Gaza will Friday 
begin a 3-day visir to Jordan 
(Al Ra'i). 

☆* Former minister Jawad 
Anani said Jordan succeeded 
in convincing 37 countries 
and three international orga- 
nisations of the need to set up 
a development bank for the 
Middle Hast. Dr. Anani also 
said that the economic sum- 
mit for the Mideast will be 
held annually, with the third 
meeting to be held in Turkey 
in October 1996 (Al Dus- 
lour). 

■☆☆ Hie General Association 
for Construction Workers/ 

■ White Cement branch pre- 
sented a list of demands to 
the general manager of the 
Arab Company for Manufac- 
turing White Cement. The 
demands are for higher salar- 
ies and allowances, more 
leave days and better health 
coverage (Al Dustour). 

The director-general of 
the Customs Department de- 
nied there is any intention for 
more reductions in customs 
?n cars. He also emphasised 
fjat by joining GATT, Jor- 
«n is under no obligation to 
reduce its tariffs to unaccept- 
able levels whereby indus- 
1 tries and other resources 
jwould be affected (Al Dus- 
tour). 


SSC weighs changing 
early retirement terms 


By Ian Atalla 

Special fo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Social 
security Corporation (SSC) is 
considering an increase in the 
minimum age and years of 
subscription to its fund at 
which most beneficiaries 
could opt for early retirement 
pensions, an SSC official told 
the Jordan Times Tuesday. 

Currently, any SSC sub- 
scriber 46 years of age or 
more who has paid subscrip- 
tion fees to the SSC for at 
least 15 years, may claim a 
monthly pension reduced by 
10 per cent from the regular 
rate, receivable at age 55. 

However, there is a gener- 
al opinion in the SSC that the 
current conditions for early 
retirement should be 
amended and limited instead 
“to those working in jobs 
demanding hard physical 
labour, and women with 
families to care for,” said Ali 
Issa, executive director of 
public relations at the SSC. 


All other subscribers, he 
said, would then be entitled 
to claim early retirement pen- 
sions after 50 years of age and 
20 years of subscription to the 
SSC. 

The deliberations on 
amending the SSC provisions 
for early retirement come at 
the same time that the very 
first small numbers of SSC 
subscribers who joined the 
fond soon after it became* 
operational in 1979, are be- 
coming eligible to opt for 
early retirement pensions 
from the SSC. 

The current conditions for 
early retirement in the Social 
Security Law, unmodified 
since it was enacted in 1978. 
were originally set up with 
labourers facing heavy 
physical toil and mothers 
with families in mind, Mr. 
Issa said, as well as alleviat- 
ing unemployment problems 
for young people by giving 
senior workers the opportun- 
ity for secure early retire- 
ment. 


Financial 

Markets 


Joidari.^mcs 

•'5/ 


fat Co-OCWraeiOM with 
Cairo Amman Bank 

ILS. Mbr la ImnutisMl Markns . 


Carr me* 

N#o Vc\k 
Clc* c 

* 4c 16/1/9$ 

Tokyo 
ct C-i* 
*-17/1/15 

Sttrflnx foanN* 

1 .5665 

I.564S"* 

D cvbcfcc Mark 

1.530S 

1.5362 

S*» Franc 

1.2143 

1.2I9S »« 

Frcndi Franc 

5. 2925 

S.5J95’* 

Japaopc Yea 

9J.39 

49.26 

Carapcsn Corrcn> Unit 

1.7350 



USD ft* ETC 
‘ Eanfm cm m GMT 


la 


II J7/i/1495 


Currency 

I MTK 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

VS. Dollar 

s.so 

5. *7 

6 . 37 

6.61 

Sfcrfn* IW 

S.S1 

6.06 

4-13 

6.75 

Dratsdn Murk 

4.66 

4.6f 

5.12 

5.62 

Swisc Franc 

3.5 6 

3 .61 

4.17 

_ 4.37 

French Franc 

.5.37 

5.75 . 

6.11 

6.75 

Japanese Yea 

?.wr 

2.75 . 

2.5 1 

. 2.50 

European Currency Unit 


6.12- 

6.47 

1 .02 


Mntarn m raw frr mif DA IMm IJKJWor 


nvvifai imai ■■■> 


17/1/1.995 


Met* 

USD/Oz 


Meted 

USDTOs ! 

JD/C.m 

G«U ' 

377.10 

1 2-50 j 

Stiver 

4.10 

0.110 


Con tra * Bade of faMaa tx diinft Ram WWn 

Oowi 17/1/ 1995 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S- DoBar 

0.6460 

0.7000 

Slccfinc Found 

1.0414 

1.0964 

DmckKc Mark 

. 0.4536 

0.4561 

Swiss Franc 

0.540S 

0.5432 

France Franc 

0.1315 

0.1320 

JapnMse Yen* 

0.1025 

0.7060 

Dokh GnAhr 

0.4046 

0.4066 

Swedish Kim 



itafian Urn* 

0.0433 

0.04 55 

Bdjrfan Franc 




■2 I7/I/I995 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

I.ISJ 0 

1.6460 

Lebanese Ur«* 

0.047425 

0.042765 

Saudi Riyal 

0-1654 

0.1670 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3100 

2.3620 

Qatar, Rfyai 

0.1405 

0.1916 

Egyptian Found 

0.7000 

0.2140 

Oraani Riyal 

1 . 6000 

1.6130 

UAE Dirbaei 

0.1690 

0.1906 

Greek Drachma" 

0.2175 

0.3155 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4125 

1.5150 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

and selling 
ainst the 
lange and 
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U.S. $1.00 costs 1.4172/82 
1.5302/12 
1.7158/68 
1.2840/50 
31.53/57 
5.2880/30 
1601.0/2.0 
98.72/82 
7.4425/25 
6.6920/70 
6.0280/30 

One sterling SI -5670/80 
One ounce of gold $377.85/378.05 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Dansh crowns 
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Quake severely disrupts business in central Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Business 
activities in central Japan were 
severely disrupted Tuesday 
by the massive earthquake 
which crippled communica- 
tion lines, power cables, rail- 
ways and highways. 

Japan's second largest 
bourse cancelled most trad- 
ing and some financial in- 
stitutions and manufacturers 
halted operations after the 
quake, which wreaked havoc 
in the-Japanese cities of Osa- 
ka, the country’s second 
largest, the ancient imperial 
capital of Kyoto and Japan's 
main western port of Kobe. 

The quake, registering 7.2 
on the open-ended Richter 
scale, was the biggest to hit 
the Kansai area since 1946. 

Terminals at the port of 
Kobe, a central Japan hub for 
container shipping, were in- 
operable, and shipping lines 
were considering diverting 
their container ships to other 
ports in Japan to unload car- 
go. mostly form North Amer- 
ica and Europe. 


Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura told re- 
porters his ministry would do 
its utmost in extending 
emergency aid to the quake- 
hit regions. "As for securing 
(for the aid} we want to do 
our utmost because this is an 
emergency." he said. 

The ministry and the Bank 
of Japan jointly announced 
that they would' take a set of 
emergency financial mea- 
sures to be taken by financial 
institutions and life insurers 
for the victims of the latest 
quakes including corpora- 
tions. 

Major computer maker Fu- 
jitsu Ltd. temporarily shut its 
display and periphrai plant in 
Akashi near Kobe as the 
earthquake had damaged one 
of the buildings, a spokesman 
in Tokyo said. 

“Because communication 
lines are cut. we don't know 
if the production line has 
been damaged or not," he 
said. 

Mitsubishi Electric Corp. 


has suspended operations at 
five plants in central Japan. 
“Water is gushing out in the 
compound in the Kobe plant, 
while sewage pipes have been 
damaged in the Itami plant," 
a Mitsubishi spokesman said. 

Kobe Steel Ltd., based in 
central Japan, stopped al! Op- 
erations at its two major 
steelworks. 

Automaker Daihatsu 
Motor Co. Ltd. halted pro- 
duction at two plants in west- 
ern Japan. “We still don’t 
know the extent of damage at 
the plants due to communica- 
tions problems.” a Daihatsu 
spokesman said. 

Hyogo Bank Ltd. and 
Hanshin Bank Ltd., based in 
centra! Japan, said problems 
with their computer centres 
had forced them to shut down 
some of their branches today. 

Daiwa Bank Ltd.. Sumito- 
mo Bank Lid. and Sanwa 
Bank Lrd.. said their host 
computers were unaffected, 
but some of their branch 
offices in the reeion were not 


AMKRiU FINANCIAL 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SKMZISANT 
TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSKS AT 17/01/1995 


COMPANY'S NAME 



ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

THE BOOSING BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

JORDAN GULF BANK 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

BUSINESS BANK 

AMMAN* BANK TOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BARKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


<0 

7403 

230 

9600 

1550 

1106 

2450 

2325 

3000 

6700 

536 

6793 

41S99 


750 


VALUE PREV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


7330 

311&6 

630 

2eo2e 

9033 

3333 

3731 

6675 

1C56C 

5654 

2195 

1C830 



125553 INDEX NUMBER: 157.95 
CHANGE : -0.15* 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


625 


1790 


1978 


2.420 2.380 


INDEX NUMBER: 136.33 
CHANGE i -0.192 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

3650 

564B 

I. 550 

1.550 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

430 

640 

1.500 

1.490 

JORDAN HOTEL G TOURISM 

SO 

310 

6.200 

6.200 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

6000 

2S500 

4.800 

4.750 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

50 

158 

3.150 

3.150 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

2600 

ssse 

2.240 

2.160 

JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

1400 

1736 

Z.260 

1.240 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

1200 

14804 

12.500 

12.270 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST G COMMODORE HOTELS 

1750 

4218 

2.400 

2.410 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT C EDUCATION 

850 

2938 

3.480 

3.460 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


17980 


64639 


INDEX NUMBER: 130.61 
CHANGE : -0.76* 


JORDAN TOBACCO G CIGA R ETT E S 

THE JORDAN OEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/NEW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RE FT NARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

ARAB. PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAHA DEVELOPMENT G INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT G INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL 'INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES G MATCH/ JIMCO 

JORDAN SOLPBO-CHEMZCALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. S CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


100 

2153 

20.500 

21.530 

3737 

11043 

2.960 

2.960 

250 

1350 

5.400 

5.400 

2150 

20426 

9.640 

9.500 

200 

840 

4.250 

4.200 

IOQ 

776 

7.750 

7.760 

18208 . 

100203 

5.500 

5.380 

5QO 

1365 

2.750 

2.730 

3638 

59463 

16.410 

16.200 

3250 

3283 

1.020 

1.010 

250 

1750 

7.000 

7.000 

187350 

156941 

.870 

.850 

1700 

2380 

1.410 ' 

1.390 

600 

882 

1.500 

1.470 

13750 

11008 

.820 

.800 

200 

371 

1.900 

1.850 

100 

265 

2.630 

2.650 

105Q 

4316 

4.140 

4.110 

13000 

27026 

2.100 

2.060 

250183 

406089 

INDEX NUMBER: 127.60 


CHANGE 


-0.48* 


GRAND TOTAL 


310887 


598258 INDEX NUMBER: 143.36 
CHANCE : -0.31* 


NO. OF TRADES SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET • 


143378 

179299 


FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweifiyeh 



Flar.O.TEL 

-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^"GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. TEL 
4..,8,'S.*3) 4.. Ah TAB 4 liyjl 
J ^ c. AjSjIaD 

863944 - 816690 


Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Mm 30% imrgmr 


From mnimrg 

moot 20 x 30 


Shmdsani 

Bank. Phone: '604042 
Swefieh teL- 823891 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman 



REAL ESTATE 

TeL 864230 
Fax. 864231 




(fat 


Td .-692505, 691146/ ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , WasnAf-TeiSi 
Abu Hart commercial center 
Second floor 


expected to open because of 
traffic confusion and power 
cuts. 

Brokerage Nomura Secur- 
ities Co. said the quake 
wreaked disorder in their two 
offices in Kobe. “There’s a 
power cut, the computer’s 
down, and the internal tele- 
phone network is also not 
working," A Nomura spokes- 
man said. 

Airline officials in Tokyo 
told Reuters airports in the 
region, including Kansai In- 
ternational Airport, sus- 
tained no serious damage. 
But flights were delayed as 
many passengers and crew 
could not reach the airports 
because of traffic snarls. 

At least two oil refineries 
and several oil processing un- 
its including those of Cosmo 
Oil and General Sekiyu KK 
were shut down due to the 
quake, but few were reported 
damaged. 

Tokyo share prices ended 
lower, suppressed by small- 
loi selling as the earthquake 


kept mosr investors on the 
sidelines. The 225-share Nik- 
kei average share finished 
Tuesday down 89.85 points, 
or 0.46 per cent at 19.241.32. 

.Share prices of insurance 
companies fell in Tokyo on 
fears they would be liable for 
damage claims, while the dol- 
lar rose against the yen to 
around 99.27 yen on worries 
the quake might affect the 
Japanese economy. Some 
construction firms’ share 
prices rose as market players 
speculated they would be- 
nefit from rebuilding after 
the quake. 

Japanese government bond 
prices dosed sharply lower 
on worries that extra bonds 
might be issued to fond gov- 
ernment emergency aid 

Four commodity exchange 
in western Japan cancelled 
their trading today — the 
Kobe Rubber Exchange, the 
Kansai Agricultural Com- 
modities Exchange, the Osa- 
ka Textile Exchange, and the 
Kobe Silk Exchange. 



JORDAN UNIVERSITY OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 


The Faculty of Dentistry is pleased to announce that the Royal 
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Coltege of Surgeons in Ireland will be holding anoiher PRIM- 
ARY DENTAL FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION in this uni- 
versity during the week commercing Saturday. July 22 1995 
Dental graduates who are interested in taking this examination 
should write, without delay to the Acting Dean of Dentistry. 

P.O.Box 3030 Irbiff for an application form and further 
details. 
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PRELIMINARY NOTICE 

Jordan University of 
Science and Technology 

The Dental Faculty of JUST is pleased to announce that its first 
Scientific Meeting will be held on the 27th and 28th March 1995. 
Seme distinguished aqademic colleagues from both the United 
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland have accepted invitations to 
participate in the meeting. Further details will be published closer 
to the date of the meeting. JUST takes pleasure in inviting 
members of the dental profession practising in Jordan to attend' 
the meeting. In order to facilitate the planning of the meeting it 
would be greatly appreciated if those intending to accept this 
invitation would notify us of their inrenjion by lelephoning Dean's 
office, dental faculty on 295m ext. 3571, 3574 so that estimate 
of numbers may be made. 
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For Your Stay in Amman 

Quality Furnished Flats 

S 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle 
674563 ■ 674551 




s* 




SZECHWAN BARRENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Typical OitneHi Foods 
SkSed CHoosa Chefs 

| (»to»JO-3JHfcg)-M5di^fa | 

Takes away Is available 

Shat Af-Arab SPixx 

Um UtheMi Comma Hi Centre 

TeL: 181174 

L toJ8«ee luted Alwyi Lewd^ 

o r -- saagSro 


MING-SHfNG 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 

Best Sen/ice. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar ■ American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m, 
&30 - 11:30 p.m. 
TeL: 86185s 



Jabal Al Webiloh/T el.637 101/6371O2 


Sweifiyeh - 8639-L4 
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Courtroom battle looms over 

World Cup stadium 


PARIS (.AFP) — A courtroom battle is 
looming between France’s most famous 
architect and Prime Minister Eduoard Baha- 
dur over plans to build a new stadium to host 
football’s World Cup final in 1998. 

Jean Nouvel won the architectural competi- 
tion to design the two billion franc ($400 
million) Grande Stade on industrial wasteland 
in St. Denis, eight kilometres north of Paris. 

Bahadur overruled the decision and picked 
the rival bid. adding a new twist to years of 
intrigue surrounding France’s last big con- 
struction project of the century. 

Nouvel has vowed to drag the prime minis- 
ter through the courts unless he annuls the 
decision bv the end of this week. 


Major modifications to the design were 
illegally carried out between the two jury 
sittings in May and July, with the stadium 
changing shape and location, losing its roof, 
and ditching its only technological innovation , 
a mechanism to raise and lower the playing 


area. 


“If we can't get justice in France, we will go 
all the way to the European court," said 


Michel Huet, Nouvel’s lawyer. 

The architect is suing Bahadur over breach 
of fair competition as stipulated under French 
law, arguing that the tender was rigged from 
start to finish in favour of a rival bid dismissed 
as “pathetic" by the leading French specialist 
magazine Architecture Today. 

The state originally wanted the most adv- 
anced stadium ever conceived, seating 80.000 
people for soccer, rugby, the world achletics 
championships, and dearest to French hearts, 
an Olympic Games. 

To secure the financial viability of the 
stadium, it also demanded enough flexibility 
for it to serve as home base for a first division 
French football club — Paris St. Germain — 
where crowds of up to 40.000 would nor feel 
lost in acres of empty space. 

Post-modernist guru Nouvel beat a rival 
group of four Paris architects led by Michel 
Macary and Avmeric Zublena by 10* votes to 
four in a last round of jury voting in July after 
a preliminary round in May. 

For 2.1 billion francs Nouvel offered a 
structure that within two days could change 
shape from a rectangular international rugby 
or football ground to an oval athletic stadium. 

In addition to a sliding roof, ground capac- 
ity could be reduced to 40,000 for French dub 
football using a system of suspended curtains 
shutting off unfilled areas. 

The government admits the winning tender, 
priced at 1.9 billion francs, failed miserably on 
the last point, making no “realistic" attempt 
to accommodate club football. 

According to Nouvel. the rival bid got away 
with a string of competition rule violations. 


The late changes were so radical no study of 
spectator visibility from the stands a key 
requirement of the government, was carried 
out. 

The government said visibility was “ideal" 
in Nouvei's stadium. But with stands 20 
metres further away and sloping gradually, 
the winning design will produce “the worst 
stadium in France," says Nouvel. 

In response to Nouvei's initial protest last 
month the government explained that Baha- 
dur's choice was only a “preliminary step," 
though the rival group is locked in contract 
negotiations with the government and has 
already applied for planning permission. 

The rival architects say Nouvel is attemp- 
ting to “discredit" them, while the govern- 
ment dismissed as “pointless" his court case 
which could delay plans to begin construction 
before the summer and complete the stadium 
by the end of 1997. 

French Sports Minister Michele Alliot- 
Marie said Nouvei’s plan “seduced the 
architects but sportsmen prefered the other." 

Not so. Joao Havelange, the head of FIFA 
who awarded the 1998 World Cup to France, 
supports Nouvel. Alliot-Marie promised him 
an 80.000 seater stadium with a roof. 

“We originally planned a roof, but then 
forget about it," said a spokesman for the 
winning design. 

Of the leading French sports federation 
chiefs, rugby supremo Bernard Lapasset is 
alone in favouring the winning design, which 
he says “is shaped like a rugby ball." 

Athletics federation chief Jean Poczobut 
prefers Nouvei’s design, which also won a 
straw poll of the French football team. Coach 
Aime Jacquet said: “Nouvei's square stadium 
is best. I want the stands as dose as possible to 
the pitch." 

French international Alain Roche, who also 
captains Paris St. Germain, for whom the 
Grande Stade will become the home ground, 
said: “A square stadium would have been 
better. I hope I don’t have to play there very 
often." 


FOR RENT 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.; 667862/542357 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

FOR RENT " 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom, with private telephone and cen- 
tral heating. 

Location: Shmeisani. near the former A! Dustour 
Newspaper building. Rent is annual. 

Please call tel. 664636 after 10. 


FOR SALE 


" MITSUBISHI. PAJERO 198S, 4 cylinders, 
long shaseh, 4 W.D., Air-conditioned in good 
condition. 

■ CHEVROLET CELEBRITY 1988. in good 
condition with a.c all options. 

101 


Customs duty unpaid for both cars. 


If interested phone 625632 or 630878 Amman. 
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Special Jan 95 Menu HQ 


. 


The More You 'furino 
The More You Know ! 



Express Lunch 
45 minutes guaranteed 

Grilled Chicken, Veal, beef, Hsmmoor 
Fish, Coup, Salad, French Friee 

Lunch : «JD 8.00 Ail inclusive 

Dinner : JD 9.00 All Inclusive ( Except Thursdays) 
Check details as you dine. 




^ ~T% trino 


Sweifiyeh - 863944 


BLOOD 


DONATIONS 


Tbs Amman Marriott Hotel 
in cooperation with the 
National Blood Bank held 
the first blood donation cam- 
paign for the year 1995 Jan. 
16. The campaign reflects the 
hotel's Faith in the import- 
ance of maintaining the ba- 
lance of blood for the need of 
patients. Dr. Nidal Ershaid 
led the campaign together 
with a technical team from 
the National Blood Bank. 
Ministry of Health. 


Cypriot 

referees 

end 


strike 


NICOSIA (R) — Cypriot 
soccer referees, who went on 

strike over crowd violence 

but were replaced for last 
weekend’s games by foreign 
imports, admitted defeat 
Tuesday and dissolved their 
association board. 

“We are in a very weak 
position ... first the imported 
referees and then our mem- 
bers who responded to the 
(football) federation's call to 
break away from the associa- 
tion." Christos Skapoullis. a 
spokesman for the island’s 
200 referee s, told Reuters. 

“We have dissolved our 
seven-member board and will 
elect a temporary new one 
tonight. We are not on strike 
anymore ... we will come up 
with new proposals. We are 
certain no foreign referee will 
whistle this weekend." 

Soccer officials last 
weekend brought in nine 
Israelis and 12 Czechs to re- 
place Cypriot referees who 
began their strike last week, 
saying they could no longer 
tolerate violence against 
them by hooligans. One re- 
feree had his arm broken this 
month. 


They were also protesting 
against the refusal of the 
Cyprus Football Federation 
to incorporate them while 
keeping their independence. 
The federation wants uncon- 
ditional control over the re- 
ferees. 

Federation President 
Marios Lefkaritis said Tues- 
day more than 110 Cypriot 
referees had already left the 
association and joined the 
federation. 

But he was not certain 
whether this weekend's fix- 
tures would be officiated by 
Cypriot referees. 

“It could be Cypriots, it 
could be foreigners. We don't 
know yet. We will decide this 
tomorrow... the issue is not 
whether the referees have a 
new board but the fact that 
their unacceptable attitude 
and status will remain the 
same." 


Lefkaritis accused referees 
of enjoying a monopoly for 
too long and dismissed their 
assertion that they were strik- 
ing because of systematic vio- 
lence against them. 

“How come last weekend's 
games were totally violence- 
free? Why do they try to give 
the impression the games are 
always blood-stained? .. 
There is prejudice against 
Cypriot referees but why?" 
he asked. 


USA VISA LOTTERY & 


CANADIAN IMMIGRATION OPEN 


FREE DETAILS: MAIL OR FAX YO’JR NAME/ 
ADDRESS TO: IAS (IMMIGRATION ALLIED SER- 
VICES. INC). 

P.O. BOX 3003. NORTH BETHESDA, MD 20847 USA 
Tel* (301) 468-0382 
FAX: (301) 468-4879 


IAS 


TETE MOTOLIU 


PIANO JAZZ CONCERT 


MONDAY 23RD JANUARY 1995 
8:00 P. M. PHILADELPHIA HOTEL 


THE PRESS HAS SAID 

"His left hand is powerful enough to constitute a 
rhythm section in itself.” ... ”He swings as consis- 
tently as any pianist who ever grew up outside the 
native land of Jazz." 

LEONARD FEATHER. Los Angeles, USA 


"There is something intimidating about Montoliu's 
\playing: it has quality of perfection... his melodic 
imagination is extraordinary — " 

RICHARD WILLIAMS, THE TIMES. London. England 


THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
NOORAL HUSSIEN FOUNDATION ^AND 
INSTITUTO CERVANTES - 41 - 


Ewing leads Knicks past Nets; Bulls lose 

Hardaway, who led tbe Wai- 1L .,. 
riors with 21 points, added a- Ir _1i nf] 
free throw with 12 seconds' 


NEW YORK (AP) — Pat- 
rick Ewing had a season-high 
32 points and 15 rebounds 
Monday us the Knicks won 
for the ninth time in 10 
games, beating the New 
Jersey Nets 107-90. 

Ewing had 18 points in the 
decisive second quarter when 
the Knicks broke open the 
game. Derek Harper added 

15 for New York. 

Derrick Coleman had 22 

points and 12 rebounds for 
the Nets, who have lost five 
of seven games, and Kenny 
Anderson had 16. 

The Knicks blew to a 62-41 
halftime advantage and took 
a 77-51 lead on a 3-poinrer by 
Hubert Davis with 3:40 left in 
the third quarter, a period in 
which the Nets missed 14 of 

16 field goal attempts. 


for the Bulls, who have lost 
three straight. Chicago’s IS- 
IS record is its worst after 36 
games since the 1985-86 team 
went 14-22. 


Bullets 109. Bulls 101: In 

Landover. Maryland, the 
Bullets ended their 10-game 
losing streak, getting 14 
fourth-quarter points from 
Calbert Cheaney in a com- 
eback victory over the Chica- 
go Bulls. 

Cheaney scored 23 and 
Juwan Howard 22 for the 
Bullets, who had been win- 
less since beating the Los 
Angeles Clippers on the road 
Dec. 23. Washington also en- 
ded its eight-game home los- 
ing streak. 

B.J. Armstrong had 26 
points and Scoctie'Pippen 21 


Pistons 116, 76er$ 110: In 
Philadelphia. Joe Dumars 
scored 35 points, including 13 
in the fourth quarter. asThe 
Detroit Pistons beat Phi- 
ladelphia. sending the 76ers 

to their ninth consecutive 

Joss. 

Dumars, who made 12 of 
18 shots, helped the Pistons 
pull away when he connected 
on a 3-pointer with 1:02 left, 
giving Detroit a 1 12-106 lead. 

Rafael Addison and Allan 
Houston each had 18 points 
for the Pistons, with Houston 
perfect on four 3-point shots. 

Dana Banos had 26 points 
and 12 assists for Phi- 
ladelphia. 


just under eight seconds re- 
maining. 

Billy Owens led the Heat 
with 22 points and 13 re- 
bounds. and Rice added 21 
points. 


(ter 
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Hawks 99. Heat 95: In 

Atlanta. Mookie Blaylock 
scored 20 points and Craig 
Ehlo 19 as the Hawks edged 
Miami, lifting their regular 
season home court record 
against the Heat to 12-0. 

The Heat cut the lead to 
98-95 with 18 seconds left on 
a basket by Glen Rice, who 
was fouled* on the play. Rice 
missed the free throw. Atlan- 
ta goi the rebound in a scram- 
ble and Blaylock eventually 
put the game on ice. hitting 
one of two free throws with 


Lakers 96, Clippers 88: In 

Inglewood. California, Nick 
Van Exel scored 13 of his 24 
points in the fourth quarter 
and rookie Eddie Jones 
added 23 as the Lakers dealt 
the Clippers their sixth 
straight loss. 

Cedric Celbailos scored six 
of his 18 points during a 

pivotal fourth-quarter rally 

and had 13 rebounds, helping 
the Lakers win for the 12th 
time in 15 games. 

The Lakers turned a 12- 
point deficit into an 88-81 
lead, outscoring the Clippers 
23-4 during a 6^06 span of the 
fourth quarter. 

Loy Vaught scored IS 
points for the Dippers. 


Issel stepped down as coach ■ 
on Sunday, complaining, of £ 
burnout. Assistant coach i 
Gene Littles took over as * 
interim coach. Rodney Ro- 
gers led Denver with 20 
points and Dikembe Mutom- "< 
bo had 15 rebounds. >7 
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Timberwolves 94, Rockets 75: ’■ 
In Minneapolis, Isaiah Rider 
scored 24 points and the Tim- ■' 
berwoives held Houston to 28 -* 
second-half points in a 94-75 “■ 
victory over tbe Rockets. •-* 
■ Minnesota kept the Rock- 
ets scoreless for a span of*"* 
5:31 early in the fourrh quar- 
ter and used a 13-0 run to 
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Warriors 77. Nuggets 73: 

In Oakland. California. 
Tom Gugliotia hit a 3-pointer 
with 41 seconds left as the 
Golden State Warriors broke 
an eight-game losing streak 
by bearing Denver, playing 
its first game since the sudden 
resignation of coach Dan 
Issel. 

With the score tied 73-73. 
Gugliotta hit from the top of 
the key as the 24-second 
clock was winding down. Tim 


had 

the 


Christian Laettner scored 
15 proints and Doug West had ^ps 

11 points, six assists and a’'S. seven-minute 

career-high 11 rebounds for ■■'*.7.7-6 I 7 '- 1 - j - '] 
the Wolves, who held ‘ ‘ ve r espenenceu 
Hakeem Olajuwon to 22 Jakob HUsek. 

points. 'SoaJ Tennis L.en- 

L-atble roof 

Jazz 99, Pacers 98: In Indi- •* fLj t o allow 

anapolis. Antoine Carr’- ^ ^ ahead as rain 
scored ail six Utah points m " jj n es outside, 
overtime as the Jazz won — scream- 

their club-record 13th . * pat” and "c’mon 
straight on the road with a*j?® y opportunity 
99-98 overtime victory over J L‘* Aema[ fh — then 
the Pacers. t0 jjfr ,t with 

Utah won its sixth straight ^ er jhe Au- 
overall and is 7-1 in January. a Hlasek 



Florida financier agrees to 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


TAMPA (AP) — Palm 
Beach financier Malcolm 
Glazer has agreed to buy the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers for a 
record price, pledging to 
keep the team in town and — 
above all — win. 

Glazer is believed to have 
paid as much as S192 million 
for the team with the worst 
record in National Football 
League history. The late 
Hugh Culverhouse bought 
the dub for S16 million 21 
years ago. 

The three-man trust over- 
seeing Culverhouse’s estate 
declined to disclose the 
purchase price Monday but 
indicated it was more than 
the then-record S185 million 
Jeff Lurie paid for the Phi- 
ladelphia Eagles last year. 

“I don’t want to get into 
details,” Glazer said at a 
news conference, where he 
was flanked by sons Joel and 
Bryan, who will help him run 
the team. “But it’s the big- 
gest price ever paid for 'a 
sports franchise in the 
world." 

The new owner said he was 
committed to keeping the 
Bucs in the Tampa Bay area, 
which campaigned to keep 
the club when it appeared ir 
might be sold and moved to 
Baltimore. 

Glazer insisted in the sale 
agreement that he keep the 
team in Tampa a minimum of 
two years. The contract also 
includes provisions for a S55 
million penalty if the team is 
relocated within 10 years. 

"The buck stops here." he 
said. “Tampa Bay is going to 
have this team forever as' far 
as the Glazer familv is con- 


cerned." 

The sale likely will become 
official in March when NFL 
owners meet in Phoenix. 
Twenty-three of the league's 
30 owners must approve the 
deal. Until then, trustees 
Steve Story. Jack Donlan and 
Fred Cone will run the team. 

The league said it was 
“pleased" by the agreement, 
and Glazer’s commitment to 
keep the team in Tampa was 
an “important considera- 
tion.” The league shortly will 
begin a financial review of 
the sale. 

Byran Glazer, emphasising 
he and his brother will assist 
their father but nor be in- 
volved in football operations, 
also said coach Sam Wyche 
— 16-32 in three seasons with 
the Bucs — and general man- 
ager Rich McKay will be 
retained for next season. 

Malcolm Glazer. mean- 
while. tried to reassure fans 
who have suffered through 12 
consecutive seasons with 10 
or more losses that he also is 
committed to winning. 

"We’re involved in several 
things, and they're all win- 
ners." said Glazer. who has 
financial holdings in 20 
states. “We expect to win 
here, too." 

The Glazer bid was be- 
lieved to have included a base 
offer of just over SI 70 mil- 
lion. leading to speculation 
that the final price might 
have inculded a S20 million 
payment that would have 
been made to the trust if a 
new stadium is built for Glaz- 
er. 

The agreement reportedly 
also includes provisions for 


additional payments to the 
Culverhouse family if renova- 
tions are made to Tamp Sta- 
dium. 

The sale ended weeks of 
speculation about the future 
of the club, which was put up 
for sale on Nov. 10 — three 
months after the death of tbe 
only onwer in the team's his- 
tory. 

Three of the five prospec- 
tive ownership groups bid- 
ding for tbe team, including 
the Glazers, had connections 
to Baltimore, which lost the 
Colts to Indianapolis in 1984 
and is trying to land a re- 
placement. 

Glazer. who came up short 
in five previous efforts to buy 
pro franchises, led an unsuc- 
cessful bid for an NFL expan- 
sion team for Baltimore 14 
months ago. 

The trustees rejecied a 
5163.3 million offer from 
Tampa developer Tommy 
Shannon last week. Another 
bidder pledging to keep the 
team in Tampa. New York 
Yankees owner George 
Steinbrenner. reportedly 
offered S170 million. 

Meanwhile. Baltimore 
Orioles owner Peter Angelos 
submitted a two-tired bid — 
S205 million to move the 
team to Baltimore or $170 
million to operate the club in 
Tampa. 

Another previously failed 
in attempts to buy the New 
England Patriots. *San Diego 
Padres and Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates. He also made an un- 
successful bid to land an ex- 
pansion baseball franchise 
that would have split its home 
games among four cities. 
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Africa - "'felons Tuesday. 

Originally scheduled for hack 

the 120,000-caparity Nasser.^ 4 ’ k tTOwd J 
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perance of Tunisia, who - . 
defeated Cairo giants » hi Koi 
Zamalek in a stormy African .r J lkU | (II 
Champions’ Cup final last 
month. 

Zamalek were incensed fay 
long delays in returning the 
ball at the A! Menzab So-. 
dium in Tunis and theieenni.-. .... — 
match erupted during the Germany's Ber- 
second half when plzyers lop three 

traded punches for five no- o-.j;® 1 rankings, will 
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After succeeding Zamalek La ^ Ernie Els of 


as continental champions 
Esperance aim to emulate 
them by lifting the Super Cop 
at the expense of Cop-.: 
winners' Cup holders Mote-.-, 
ma Pembe. 

The match brings together- '/ 
two of the most prolific scor-,-- 
ers in the 1994 dub compe-*-* 
titions — Ayadi Hamrouni of 
Esperance and Bamba Mam- ^ 
didi of Motema Pembe. 
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Yves Rocher in town 



A BRANCH of the French Yves Rocher company super- 
vised and managed by Abu Shakra Trading Agency was 
Monday opened m Sweifiyyeh. The French ambassador in 
Amman delegated the commercial attache to open the 
branch. Several businessmen and visitors attended the 
ceremony. Yves Rocher company, which distributes its 
products in France, started branches in European and Arab 
markets only in 199 The company follows a unique st\le 
in production, depends on producing an integrated line of 
cosmetics tor people or all ages. At a press conference 
Monday Ms. Janine Eccles. a representative of Yves 
Rocher and Jam an a Abdullah, representing Promopub 
company . outlined the company ‘s history and marketing 
policies. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
* TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WATCH THOSE ENTRIES 


Both miserable. South deals. 

north 

* SQ3 

• K 7 2 

' A K J 3 

* J 10 2 

WEST EAST 

♦8642 4096 

10 8 7J9654& 

'9* ■: Q 10 8 6 

♦ Q 9 7 6 5 ♦ Void 

SOUTH 

♦ A 10 7 
r AQ 
'152 

♦ A K 8 4 3 
Tbe bidding: 

Sooth West North 

1 ♦ P*W 1 v 

2 NT Paso 6 NT 


Pan 

Pass 


Opening lead: Six of ♦ 

South, declarer at six no trump, 
round the safety play to ensure the 

slam arcainst any S-Ci dub break. Un- 
fortunately, failure to handle the 
dosed'hoid entries with sufSdoiL 
care permitted a Wimy defensive 
countermove. 

North -South had agreed to a 15- 
IT ran** for an opening bid of 1 NT. 
w South vah»d the band at too 
strong for that action. Once South 
clarified the strength of the opening 


bid. North leaped strain to tom. 

Warned off a dob lead, West at- 
tacked with a spade. Dedaxer won in 
hand with the ace and mads the 
safety play of a low dub. That guar- 
anteed four tricks in the suit no 
matter how it was distributed. West 
followed low and tbs ten won. De- 
clarer returned to band with tbs ace 
of hesuts end led another dab. 

This time West grabbed tbe 

queen of dobs and returned a heart. 

Declarer won with the queen, bot aD 
was already lost. Since declarer bad 
no more entries to hand, only three 
trick? could be in dubs. De- 
clarer tried the diamond finswc fd 
the fulfilling trick. No hick. 

Better entry management would 
have landed 12 tricks. Suppose df 
clarer won the first trick in AaoSTh 
cams to hand with the ace of hsrcO 
and led a dub. West must play kJ* 
and the ten wins. Sooth returns <° 
hand with the queen pf hearts ® 
lead another club and West ana* 
rise with the queen. Now. ho we fft 
declarer stni has the ace of spates** 
an entry. A spade from West will b* 
won on the m bU the Jack of dub ' 
cleared and a «p»l» 19 thy aceaSo** 
declarer to cash the ace and Idng 0 ^ 
dufae for 12 tricks— three spad» 
three hearts, two diamonds aim (bat 
dobs. 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

TcL: 61S274 - 618275 

ARMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

Jim Carrey 
in 

THE MASK 

Shew: 12:30. 3:30. t>:l5. *30. 10:30 

FKF Abdo, Maxnduh Abdul 
Altai £'Ade! Atiham in: 

The Banner Is Red 

Arabic 

Shows; ii30. 3:50. f>:30. fcjO. 10.30 

The movie: The Lion 
King will be shown at 5 
p.m. every evening as well 
as extra shows on Fridays 

and Thnradxtvre at m-?n 

CONCORD “1” 

^Sylvester SSa.iooe - Sharon S&ne 

THE SPECIALIST 

Shows: 3:33. W W 

CONCORD “2” 

Harrisor. Fcr-5 - V.tctr.ey Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 

SUM 'A n 'he s-3t- '-'Ca 1 P' ia Y 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed riv 
Mchamrr;ac A Sfiawaqfeh 

Daily from 8 p.m. 

Ch: ; dr*n's riay 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed s>y Asram A&ul Ragheb 
Da. : y a* 10:30 p.m 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAMI YA SALAMI. 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please call 
625155 

in English Sunday 
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Sports 


Rafter 
is new 
Australian 
hero 

MELBOURNE (AP) — He 
doesn’t wear a checkered 
headband and has yet to win 
Wimbledon. But Pat Rafter 
has more in common with Pat 
Cash than first names. 

Like Cash, Rafter has lots 
of ability, a similar attacking 
game and has emerged as a 
heart-throb for Australia's - 
teenaged tennis fans. 

The lanky 22-year-old has 
also taken over as Australia’s 
top-ranked men’s player at 
No. 21 in the world. 

Cheered on by the fiercely- 
partisan crowd. Rafter edged 
into the second round of the 
Australian Open Tennis 
Championships Tuesday with 
a three-hour, seven-minute 
6-3, M, 5-7, 7-6 (7-5), 6-3 
triumph over experienced 
Swiss player Jakob Hlasek. 

The National Tennis Cen- 
tre's retractable roof had 
been closed to allow the 
match to go ahead as rain 
delayed proceedings outside. 

But the crowd — scream- 
ing “c’mon Pat" and "c’mon 
Aussie" at any opportunity 
throughout the match — then 
did their best to lift it with 
wild cheering after the Au- 
stralian put away a Hlasek 
backhand on the fifth match 
point. 

The win went some way to 
wiping away the disappoint- 
ment of his third-round exit 
to Xavier Daufresne of Bel- 
gium last year, a match Au- 
stralians bad expected him to 
win. 

"Last time on the centre 
court here I let a lot of people 
down, including myself,” said 
Rafter, who beat a jet-lagged 
Andfre Agassi in an exhibi- 
tion event in Adelaide last 
week, and overcame a rash of 
unforced errors Tuesday. 

“It was good to come back 
and show the crowd 1 can 
play and the reason why I’m 
the No. 1 in Australia," he 
said. 

/ Rafter admitted to being 
nervous and the tension 


World’s 
top golfers 

in Dubai 
Classic 

DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AP) — Zimbabwe’s 
Nick Price, Australia's Greg 
Norman and Germany's Ber- 
nhard Langer, the top three 
of golfs world rankings, will 
head the challenge to defend- 
ing champion Ernie Els of 
South Africa in the £450,000 
(S675.000) Dubai Desert Clas- 
sic. 

The tournament runs from 
Jan. 19 to 22 at the Emirates 
Golf Gub. 

The Classic starts the 1995 
Volvo PGA European Tour 
schedule, and with six of the 
world's top 10 having en- 
tered, can boast one of the 
strongest and most attractive 
fields outside a major cham- 
pionship. 

Also appearing will be 
America's Fred Couples, the 
world No. 7 who missed the 
cut last year and wound up 
providing commentating for a 
local radio station. 

He arrived early Monday 
and sped to the 18-hole 
c&irse. Couples was voted by 
PGA players last year as the 
best on the tour. 

“It’s too early to comment , 
on my chances in the classic, 
but I sure don't want to miss 
the cut this time,'' said Cou- 
ples, the U.S. Rider Cup 

g layer who helped United 
tales win three world cups. 
Trying out a few swings on 
the 9th bole on Monday was 
Scotland’s COlin Montgomer- 
ie, ranked 8th. He has yet to 
win a major, having lost to 
Els in a play-off for last year’s 
U.S. Open. . 

But the big Scot gained 
some consolation by topping 
the European money list for 
the second consecutive year. 

Between them, these six 
players can boast nine major 
championships. 

Eb’s stunning six-shot win 
last year was the prelude to a 
year which saw the 26-year 
old shoot to superstar status 
with victories m U &. 
Open, Toyota World Mat* 
Gene Sarazen World 
Open and the Johnny Walker 
World Championship. 

Hi has already st^ to 

year by capturing the Bells 
; , ip in his homeland. 

His 2fM»der-par total at 
JmSSCo Club was 
a record- 

bribing ll-» nder 61 10 *** 
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Australian Open 

Agassi, Sanchez Vicario advance 
as Sabatini and Ivanisevic crash out 


# . 


Rising Australian Patrick Rafter dives for the ball 


showed in a verbal outburst 
top a linesman who had cal- 
led a Hlasek shot in at the 
start of the fourth set. 

“Sometimes it's important 
to get rid of the frustration,'' 
said Rafter. 

“If you keep it inside it can 
really upset your match ... I 
did lose it, but I had to go 


thank him because he got me 
in full gear.” 

Rafter, who’s originally 
from the remote mining com- 
munity of Mt. Isa. Queens- 
land. now bases himself in 
Bermuda. 

Asked if he was recognised 
in the streets there, he re- 
plied: "No, there's all sorts of 


high rollers there. I'm just a 
little fella." 

If be can live up to his aims 
over the next two weeks that 
may change. 

“I'm looking to try and win 
this event now," be said. 
"Not to make the quarterfin- 
als, semifinals ... I want to 
win the thing.” 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) 
— Andre Agassi and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario both 
breezed through their first- 
round matches Tuesday at 
the Australian Open — but 
only Sanchez Vicario left her 
opponent sobbing controll- 

Meanwhile Gabriela Saba- 
tini suffered her most ignomi- 
nious Australian Open loss 
when she joined Goran Iva- 
nisevic as one of the big- 
name losers. 

Sabatini, the Argentinian 
glamour girl of tennis who 
came here on the back of two 
consecutive tournament vic- 
tories after ending a two-and- 
a-half year, 42-tourn ament 
drought, bowed out 6-4. 6-4 
to by American Marianne 
Werdel Witmeyer. 

Patrick McEnroe of the 
United States knocked for- 
mer winner and No. 3 seed 
Boris Becker out of the Au- 
stralian Open in a first round 
match. 

McEnroe defeated Becker 
6-3. 6-4, 6-4. 7-6 (7/4) and 
will play Britain's Jeremy 
Bates in the next round. 

Agassi made his long- 
awaited Australian Open de- 
but with a 6-2. 6-4, 6-2 win 
over South African qualifier 
Grant Stafford in only 90 
minutes. 

It was an impressively- 
controlled performance from 
the U.S. Open champion and 
No. 2 seed, who wore a 
typicaily-colourful outfit and 
had a purple bandana tied 
around his head. 

“The crowd got pretty ex- 
cited," Agassi said. 

Sanchez Vicario cruised 
equally imperiously past Chi- 
na’s Fang Li in her women's 
singles opener, taking just 50 
minutes to advance to the 
second round while reducing 
her opponent to tears. 

The U.S. and French Open 
champion — the top seed in a 
Grand Slam tournament for 


the first time in her career — 
downed her inexperienced 
opponent 6-2, 6-0. . 

The Chinese player repe- 
atedly was left stranded by 
tbe power and pace of San- ' 
chez Vicario’s shots from the 
back of the court and wept 
into her towel after falling 0-5 
behind in tbe second set. 

Li cried until it was time to 
get back on court, then re- 
turned to play with her eyes 
puffy and tears on her 
cheeks. She made a total of 
42 unforced errors and won 
just 24 points to Sanchez 
Vicario’s 56. 

U said she "felt like a 
beginner,” in tbe match. 

“I couldn't do anything,” 
she said. "Arantxa didn’t kill 
me. I made a lot of mistakes. 

I thought I could do better. I 
was in a little bit of a burry. I 
wanted to do everything. 
Sometimes I forget every- 
thing. I couldn't hit a ball.” 

Sanchez Vicario, who said 
she didn’t even notice Li 
crying, tapped her on the 
back after they shook hands 
at the net. but there was little 
consolation she could offer. 

“She's trying but she 
couldn't bit the ball on tbe 
court," Sanchez Vicario said. 
"She gets more frustrated." 

Sanchez Vicario will over- 
take Steffi Graf at tbe top of 
the world rankings if she 
accumulates 655 rankings 
points at the Open. She 
almost certainly will need to 
win the tountamem to do 
that. 

Graf is absent from the 
first Grand Slam of the year 
with a calf musde inj'ury, 
ensuring a new women's 
champion. None of the 
women in the 128-draw event 
ever has won the Australian 
Open. 

Natalia Medvedeva of 
Ukraine caused the fist up- 
set of the tournament, oust- 
ing women's No. 9 seed Mag- 
dalena Maleeva of Bulgaria 


4-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

There was an upset, too, in 
the men's singles with 
Andrea Gaudenzi of Italy, a 
seraifmalist last week in Syd- 
ney, ousting No. 12 seed 
Mare Rosset of Switzerland 
6-7 (4-7), 6-4, 6-3, 6-4 despite 
suffering from tendinitis in 
his right serving arm. 

“I’m very pleased with the 
win, especially because I ha- 
ven’t been feeling well,” said 
Gaudenzi. “I didn't even feel 
like playing this morning, but 
I went out and fought for 
every point.” 

Play on outside courts was • 
delayed for four hours by 
persistent rain, but continued . 
on centre court after fbe re- 
tractable roof at the National. 
Tennis Centre was dosed.. 

Agassi said his new atti- 
tude towards tennis is the 
reason for his decision to play 
in the Australian Open for 
the first time. 

"Being down b ere is a re- 
flection of my commitment to 
tennis,” he said. “In the past 
it interfered with my other 
priorities. 

"Now tennis has become 
part of my life. This is not 
taxing at all, and it used to 
be.” 

Tbe tournament, spon- 
sored by Ford, is being play- 
ed on rubberised rebound ace 
courts. It offers prize money 
of S6.2 million and continues 
through Jan. 29. 

Earlier Ivanisevic be- 
moaned his poor form as 
94th-ranked Steeb rolled to a 
6-1, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 victory. 

Sabatini, cheered on by 
sections of blue and white 
face-daubed fans, called the 
trainer to manipulate a back 
injury during the second set 
and it was 10 minutes before 
she was able to resume play- 
ing. 

Werdel Whitmeyer, rank- 
ed 47 and who beat Sabatini 
the last time they played, said 


the conditions suited her- 

"ft was a first round match 
and Gaby bad just had a long 
week last week and I was 
prepared to play her,” said 
27-year-old Werdel Whit- 
ineyer from San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. 

“When Gaby was getting 

treatment I tried to stay loose 
and kept concentrating... you 
have to continue what you 
were doing when plays starts 


Sabatini said she experi- 
enced pain in the lower part 
of her back at the- beginning 
of the second set. 

"It was really painful and 
after the treatment tbe pain 
was still there, it was very 
tight in a certain spot,” she 
said. 

"She is a tough opponent 
and she didn’t miss many 
balls... I didn't feel good with 
my shots." 

Werdel Is married to Ron 
Whitmeyer, who has had ma- 
jor league baseball experi- 
ence with the Oakland A’s. 

Madagascar scores 

Madagascar enjoyed its 
proudest' tennis moment at 
the Australian Open on 
Tuesday. - 

In fact, teenager Dally 
Randrientefy achieved the 
African island’s only moment 
in tennis history,' beating 
Argentine Florenda La bat 6- 
3, 7-6 on an outside court for 
Madagascar’s first success at 
an international tournament. 

'Randrientefy, 16, repre- 
sents half of her country’s 
professional ranks. Her 17- 
year-old sister Natasha 
makes up the other half. 

She said she hoped her 
success might persuade her 
Swiss sponsor to reverse a 
decision to end their spon- 
sorship assistance following a 
succession of failures in qual- 
ifying tournaments. 
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JOB VACANCY 

A Local Jordanian Company is seeking to 
employ a Marketing Officer & A Chemical or 
Environmental Engineer with the following 
qualifications: 

* Minimum 3 Years Experience. 

* Fluent In English & Arabic. 

* Computer Literate(D.base & Microsoft windows) 
Individuals with the above experience are kindly 
asked to send their typed C.V. along with a recent 
photo to the following address 

Attention of: 

The General Manager 

P.O.Box : (t 554).Amman 1 1 1 1 8 - Jordan. 

We will be accepting all C.V. till January 25,1995 


Please: Keep this number in your 
house 

667391 

We can fix anything. 

Bathrooms - kitchen - electricity. 

Electronic - Furniture. 

Please call Mr. Imad from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 






FOR SALE 

Registered contracting office, in Al Gardens 
Street. Very good reputation, well furnished. 80 
sq. m. area. 

Please contact telephone or fax no. 
691673. 

From 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. 


We save you more 



AL-UM STORES 

END OF SEASON SALE 



On all maternity and children's dothes for winter '94 
mjurance Building MohjmwdStt JataJ Amman Td. 658490 



The most pleasurable shopping experience... 
It's just about everything you need, at low prices. 


Amman- 7th Circle- Tel:8l4l29 
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women 


panel begin 


His Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday meets with a delegation representing the American- 
Israeii Public Affairs Committee (Petra photo) 


King receives AIPAC team, 
reaffirms resolve for peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Tuesday Jordan would pur- 
sue all efforts to achieve just 
and comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East within the 
framework of the Madrid 
conference that launched 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Speaking at a meeting held 
at the Royal Court with a 
visiting group representing 
the American-Israeli Public 
Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC), the King said the 
Middle East in general and 
Jordan in particular “are en- 
tering a new phase following 
the signing of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty on Oct. 26 


that restored Jordanian lands 
and water rights." 

“The peoples of this region 
aspire to stability and com- 
prehensive development of 
which they have been dep- 
rived for many decades/' 
added the King at the meet- 
ing, which was attended by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Royal Court 
Chief Marwan A1 Qasem. 

The King expressed bis be- 
lief that the coming stage 
entails diverse challenges and 
stressed the need for mobilis- 
ing “ail efforts to deal with 
the challenges with resolve 
and commitment to achieve 
the aspirations of the people 


living here and to attain the 
just and durable peace which 
enables them to direct their 
efforts towards development 
and serving the future gen- 
erations." 

The AIPAC group, led by 
its Chairman Steve Gross- 
man, later met with the chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefe of 
Staff of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, General Abdul Hafez 
Mirai, at the Army Head- 
quarters. 

The group listened to a 
briefing on the development 
of the Jordanian Armed 
Forces and their contribu- 
tions to U.N. peacekeeping 
forces around die world. 


Kurdish fighting subsides 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Fighting between rival Kur- 
dish groups has died out in 
the northern Iraqi city of 
Erbil but the situation is stilk 
tense, a U.N. official said on 
Tuesday. 

Mohammad Zejjari, U.N. 
coordinator in Iraq, said 
U.N. relief officials in the 
city, the scene of recent 
heayy fighting, were con- 
tinuing to distribute food and 
fuel to needy Kurds, albeit 
cautiously. 

“The situation is better 


than the day before yester- 
day/’ Mr. Zeiiari told Reu- 


day/* Mr. Zejjari told Reu- 
ters. “The relief programme 


is going on cautiously in Er- 
bil.” 

According to what I hear 
there is no fighting now, but 
the situation is still tense," 
Mr. Zejjari said Tuesday. 

On Monday he said he 
feared for the safety of his 
staff in the area, including 82 
U.N. troops and 120 interna- 
tional relief officials. The fac- 
tional fighting, he said, had 
led to a breakdown of law 
and order in parts of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

One of the two main Iraqi 
Kurdish groups battling for 
control of Erbil in Iraq Mon- 
day rejected an offer of 


mediation from Baghdad to 
halt the fighting. 


Sami Abdul Rahman, a 
member of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) 
leadership, told Radio Monte 
Carlo he ruled out “attaching 
any credit to such media- 
tion/' adding that the offer 
was only “an Iraqi govern- 
ment opinion.” 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussem offered to reopen a 
dialogue with the KDP and 
its rival, the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK), follow- 
ing a cabinet meeting Mon- 
day. 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bos- 
nia Tuesday met with de- 
puties representing Mafraq 
Governorate in the Lower 
House of Parliament as well 
as members of women's com- 
mittees in a bid to build 
cooperation between the two 
sides and to died light on 
women's needs in the gov- 
emorate. 

Participants in the meeting 
included Speaker of the Low- 
er House Saad Havel Srour, 
Minister of State Mohammad 
Abu Aleem. deputies Abdul 
Karim A1 Dughmi, Nawwaf 
A1 Qadhi and Abdullah 
Akhu Irsheidah. 

Princess Basina said the 
priorities of women’s com- 
mittees and organisations 
were dearly defined, aiming 
first and foremost to change 
ways of thinking, boosting 
women's confidence in their 
capabilities and their ability 
to carry out a bigger role in 
the national development 
process. 

The Princess said there was 
a need to change legislation 
on women. The National 
Women’s Committee, which 
includes more than 1,000 
members, prepared a prog- 
ramme and denned priorities 
to activate the role of 
women, she said pointing out 
that the committee's raison 
d'etre was to serve as a (ink 
between the women's sector 
and deputies who can make 
women's voices heard in Par- 
liament. 

Mr. Srour said Jordanian 
women bad proved their abil- 
ity to take part in all aspects 
or life in contrast to the view 
that men were more capable 
of working in politics. 
“Women vied for seats in 
parliament in the 1989 elec- 
tion and managed to win one 
seat in the 1993 election," 
said the speaker, who repre- 
sents the Northern Bedouins 
of Jordan in the House. 

Other speakers at the 
meeting included deputies 
Dughmi, Abu Aleem and 
Akhu Irsheidah, in addition 
to member of the Mafraq 
Women’s Committee Laila 
A1 Nu'aimi. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Damei -Masri meets Wazir 


Arab Israelis protest Chechenya war 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Social Development Salwa 
Damen-Masri Tuesday received Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) Minister of Social Affairs Intissar A1 Wazir. 
Ms. Damen-Masri and Ms. Wazir discussed means of 
enhancing Jordanian-Palestinian cooperation in social de- 
velopment and coordinating stands at the international 
development summit to be held in Copenhagen and the 
women’s summit to be held in Pelting this year. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Dozens of Arab Israelis demons- 
trated Tuesday in front of the Russian embassy here against 
Moscow's assault on the breakaway republic of Chechenya. 
The protestors from the “Islamic Movement" brandished 
banners denouncing Russia's military intervention in the 
Caucasus republic and accusing Moscow of “behaving like 
Nazis." The demonstration, which was authorised by 
police, ended without incident. 


Jordan fifth in peacekeeping troop strength Bhutto to visit U.S. in April 


NEW YORK (Petra) — Jordan ranks fifth in the world in 
terms of the number of troops participating in peacekeep- 
ing operations in various pans of the world, according to a 
report issued recently by the United Nations. The report 
said the number of Jordanian troops stands at 3,614. 
Pakistan ranked first with a total number of 9,110, followed 


by France 5,149, Senegal with 4,271 and Britain with 3.820. 
Thirty-Nine countries contribute 69.356 troops to 


Thirty-Nine countries contribute 69,356 troops to 
peacekeeping operations around the world. 


Israeli pilot dies as two jets collide 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — One Israeli pilot died and a second 
was lightly injured when their jet fighter planes collided 
over the Mediterranean coast on Tuesday, the army said. 
The injured man ejected safely and parachuted into the sea 
from where he was picked up by a rescue boat. The other 
pilot was apparently died in his cockpit but his body ejected 
and the chute drifted in strong winds, an army statement 
said. The army did not identity the type of jets involved. 


Bahraini sheikh leaves Gulf for London 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Leading Shiite Muslim cleric Sheikh 
Aii Salman left Dubai Tuesday two days after being 
deported there from Bahrain and flew to London, the 
Bahraini opposition-in-exile said. The Shiite leader may 
ask for political ayslum in Britain where several Bahraini 
opposition movements are already based, opposition 
sources told AFP. They did not say if he was accompanied. 
The arrest of Sheikh Salman on Dec. 5 sparked a wave of 
street clashes between hundreds of young Shiites and 
security forces in Bahrain. The sheikh was released Sunday 
and deported to Dubai in the United Arab Emirates along 
with other Shiite leaders sheikhs Hamza Diri and Haidar 
Sitri. Bahrain admitted only expelling a “group of indi- 
viduals" whose “responsibility for the troubles in Bahrain 
has been proved." 


ISLAMABAD ( AP) — Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto will 
visit the United States this April in a bid to attact investors 
to her country, a newspaper reported Tuesday. Ms. Bhutto 
is expected to hold talks with U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and also is likely to meet with potential investors in New 
York and Los Angeles, said the News, an English-language 
daily. The P akis tani premier is expected to arrive on or 
about April 10 and will spend a week in the United States. 

U.S. general praises Jordanian force 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein has the 
right to feel extremely proud of the Jordanian army which 
he established and nurtured until it became a source of 
pride for all those who have known its superior and 
admirable military performance, commander of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation's (NATO! American forces 
General John Sheahan said Tuesday. Speaking from 
Washington in a satellite press conference organised by the 
United States Information Agency (USIA). Gen. Sheahan 
said the Jordanian peacekeeping troops in Haiti were 
highly prepared, well-trained and experienced. He empha- 
sised that the Jordanian force in Haiti was a success story of 
the peacekeeping operations in that pan of the world since 
Jordan, along with other international forces, is contribut- 
ing to safeguarding peace, democracy and human rights in 
several areas of the world. He described the Jordanian 
troops as professional and said he wished to work alongside 
with them in the future. 


British defence minister tours Gulf 


5 held in July 26 bombing In London 


LONDON (AFP) — Five people have been arrested in 
connection with the bombing of the Israeli embassy and a 

w t — Urt lull # Vawi cam 


RIYADH (AP) — British Defence Minister Malcolm 
Rifkind arrived Tuesday amid tension between Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen over border intrusions. Diplomats said 
Mr. Rifkind, who is also scheduled to visit the United Arab 
Emirates, will hold talks with Saudi leaders to review 
regional security issues, with border tension with Yemen 
expected to top the agenda. The Diplomats said the talks 
would also deal with the Chechenya question and Britain's 
peacekeeping role in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Military cooper- 
don would also be discussed, they said, without elaborat- 
ing. 


connection witn me Dooming ui uk, « 

iewisb charitable agency here last July. Scotland Yard said 
Tnesdav A spokesman said the five, whose names and 
nationalities were not given had been arrested after 
Strive investigations" and were being held under 
^visions of Britain’s Prevention of Terrorism Act. The 
Ksy was heavily damaged and 20 persons were injured 
nr? July 26 by a bomb left in a car parked on a private road 
Sows to the building. A woman dc^bed as being of 
Eastern appearance was briefly detained and 
M ^^ gTthe embassy bomWng after two 
provided details for an arost’s sketch, but she was 
E^Si£i>ut an hour. The ebanty was bombed the 
J dav drawing bitter criticism from Israel that 

here in the wake of the embassy bomb. 


Judge convicts Jewish settler 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A court sentenced a Jewish settler to 
ten months in prison for attempting to make silenceis for 
an underground group suspected of planning attacks on 
Arabs, his attorney confirmed Tuesday. Michael Mor- 
Yosef. 43. from the Wes t Bark settlement of Kiryat Arba 
ouUide . «7J3 convicted Monday of unsuccessfully 

trying to create silencers for an Uzi andan M-16 for Rabbi 
Ido Elba, another Kiryat Arba resident. Rabbi Elba is the 
central figure in a series of arrests that began last 
September during a police investigation into a Jewish 
underground developing in the West Bank. The group, 
which included an army officer, is suspected of conspiring 
to carry out terrorist attacks against Arabs in the West 
Bank. 
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Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan ; 
Mafraq to mark Arbor Day (Petra photo) 


Princess Sarvath on Tuesday plant trees m 


Prince Hassan urges attention 
on developing farmlands 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
urged the concerned institu- 
tions and universities to give 
due attention to the develop- 
ment of agricultural land and 
irrigation. 

Speaking during a tree- 
planting ceremony at AI al 
Bait University campus near 
Mafraq, the Crown Prince 
expressed hope that the com- 
ing years would witness a 
natural integration between 
the badia, the highlands and 
the Jordan Valley. 

Prince Hassan said he was 
proud in the achievements of 
the university, “especially to- 


day when the university has 
ended its grand agricultural 
project by planting thousands 
of fruit and forest trees/' 


He urged the university to 
give due concern to develop- 
ing the desert areas surround- 
ing it in Mafraq Governorate. 

He also voiced hope that 
there would be integration 
between the residents of the 
badia regions, the highlands 
and the Jordan Valley and to 
avoid concentration on urban 


Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Sarvath addressed the 
ceremony and said that abuse 
of the environment by man 


had led to desertification and 
called for efforts to reverse 
that. 

“What we see today is part 
of efforts exerted to achieve 
that end," -the Princess said, 
underlining the importance 
of directing due concern to 
the agricultural sector not 
only by planting trees but 
also by providing enough 
care for them at later stages. 

Al al Beit University Presi- 
dent Adnan Al Bakhit said 
one of the aims of the uni- 
versity was to stop deserti- 
fication and to develop about 
8,000 dunums of land sur- 
rounding the university. 


Egyptian moves alarm Israel 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel's military intelligence 
service expressed “concern” 
at the modernisation of the 
Egyptian armed forces in its 
annual report leaked in the 
Hebrew press on Tuesday. 

Egypt began to update its 
forces last year with Western 
material such as U.S. Ml 
tanks and F-16 fighter planes. 
Numbers of men under arms 
are also increasum, according 
to the leak published in the 
Haaretz newspaper.-.. 

The report dismissed die 
threat of a conflict with Egypt 
in the short term but not in 
the long term. 

“There could be unex- 


pected developments on this 
front in 10 to 15 vears time ” 


front in 10 to 15 years time,” 
the report warned. 

Tel Aviv University’s 
strategic studies centre lists 
2,750 tanks for Egypt, but 
1,800 are described as 
medium quality. Cairo has 
ordered 524 Ml tanks and 
has taken delivery of about 
100 . 


The Egyptian air force 
fields 457 combat planes, of 
which 125 are F-16s. Another 
50 F-16s are due for delivery. 

Israel has 3,850 tanks, 
some 2,000 of them 
mediocre, as well as 742 
fighter planes including 200 
F-16s, according to the cen- 
tre. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak. 
Rabin’s Warning last week 
that Israel had to prepare for 
war. in the long term angered 
Egypt and escalated a dispute 
over the Jewish state's nuc- 
lear arsenal. 

La Cairo, newspapers re- 
ported that Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa would address 
parliament on Jan. 28 on 
“Israeli threats to national 
security/’ 

President Ezer Weizman of 
Israeli telephoned his Egyp- 
tian counterpart Hosnj 
Mubarak on Monday night in 
a bid to ease tensions over 
tiie nndear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, which Mr. Rabin re- 
fuses to sign. 


Mr. Mubarak has 
threatened to refuse to sign 
when it comes up for renewal 
in April if Israel does not join 
die treaty. 

“The time has come to 
restore normal, good work- 
ing relations,” a spokesman 
quoted Mr. Weizman a: 
saying. “The conversation 
was designed to ease ten- 
sions/' he added. 


Egyptian deputies held a' 
army debate Monday after 


stormy debate Monday after 
a leaked Israeli foreign mmis- 
try report urged harsh retalia- 
tory measures against Cairo 
for its “negative” policy 
“We must stand up to die 
impertinence and discourte- 
sies published by the Israeli 
press,” said deputy Moham- 
mad KhaliL * * 

Mr. Musa told parliament 
that “such proposals deserve 
jo be thrown in the bin” but 
added, .be was satisfied by 
comments from Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, who 
dista n ced himself from the 
report. 


Gulf crisis fund studying 


claims but has little to pay out 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A special Un- 
ited Nations committee is 
continuing to process claims 
for compensation for losses 
suffered during the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis, but there is no 
clear indication of when 
approved claims would be 
settled because of lack of 
funds, a senior official of the 
panel said Monday. 

Michael Raboin, assistant 
secretary- general of the 
Geneva-based committee set 
up after the war over Kuwait 
in 1991, said the panel had 
received “less than 550 mil- 
lion" since its inception. 

The budget of the commit- 
tee itself is S40 million for a 
four-year period covering 
1995, leaving less rhan $10 
million available for settle- 
ment of claims, he noted. 

“We have a massive opera- 
tion which now involves more 
than 100 experts,” Mr. Ra- 
boin told the Jordan Times in 
an interview. 


In mid- 1994, the U.N. fund 
paid out 52.7 million to 670 
claimants -i- including 241 
Jordanians — in category 
“B/ which deals with claims 
resulting from death in the 
family or serious personal in- 
jury suffered as a direct con- 
sequence of the seven-month 


council, which has the final 
say in making the actual pay- 
ment. 

Mr. Raboin said the com- 
mittee bad received 813 
category *'B” applications 
from Jordan. In the mid- 1994 
first instalment, 232 applica- 
tions were "not recom- 
mended for payment,” 241 
(worth $982,000) were 
approved, 24 were classified 
as miscellaneous claims that 
needed more information 
and six were transferred to 
other categories. 

In the as-yet unsettled 
second instalment, the com- 
mittee studied 80 Jordanian 
claims; it approved 40 claims, 
worth 5202,500, turned down 
32, sought more information 
on seven others, and moved 
one to another category. 

Mr. Raboin, who is in Am- 
man to discuss the technical 
aspects of Jordanian claims 
— individual, business and 
government application^ — 
said: “We do not know when 
the approved claimants could 
receive the payments since 
funds are not yet available/* 

The U.N. official, an 
American national, said the 
committee expected to com- 


lions of dollars, Mr. Raboin 
said. 


The “period of jurisdic- 
tion”- of the committee is 


Aug. 2, 1990 to March 2, 
1991 _ — the date of the Iraqi 
invasion to the date when the 
last Iraqi soldier left Kuwait. 
But the panel would consider 
claims beyond this period if it 


could be proved that the loss 
was a direct result of an 


plete processing all category 
B claims — around 5,500 of 


Iraqi invasion and occupation 
of Kuwait, 


of Kuwait 

A second instalment of set- 
tlement, worth $5.2 millio n, 
under the same category was 
drawn up in late 1994, but the 
governing wuncil of the com- 
mittee decided to freeze pay- 
ment until it received addi- 
tional funds, Mr. Raboin 
said. 

The committee’s task is li- 
mited to evaluating the 
claims with supporting docu- 
ments and making recom- 
mendations to the. governing 


them from all over the world 
— by March this year.. Cate- 
gories “A” and “C” — in- 
volving losses suffered as a 
result of forced departure 
fr '7i Kuwait and property 
and personal losses during 
the crisis — are also given 
priority. These would involve 
more than 100,009 applica- 
tions from Jordan. 

The committee, mqoects to 
'have finished processing al] 
applications in the three cate- 

f sties by mid- to late 1996 
efore starting to study 
claims from businesses and 
governments with an open- 
ended mandate to finish its 
task that would involve hii- 


was a direct result of an 
incident that happened dur- 
ing this period. 

Total claims filed by seven 
Jordanian ministries as gov- 
ernment losses as a resuft-of 
the crisis reached about $4 
billion, with an equal amount 
sought, by individual and 
corporate claimant i from' Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Raboin, who has vi- 
sited several other countries 
with a large number of Gulf 
crisis-related claims, arrived 
here on Sunday and held 
talks oyer the past three days 
with Minister of Labour Nad- 
er Abu Sha’ar. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Samih Darwazeh, 
Minister of- Social Develops 
ment Salwa Damen-Masri 
.and Minister of Interior 
Salamch Hammad, as well as 
with .officiais qf the voluntary 
Returnee Compensation 
Committee. 

The U.N. official is sche- 
duled to meet. with repre- 
sentatives of the businesses 
- which have filed claims each 
worth more than $100,000 for 
an exchange of views on how 
and when their' claims would 
be processed. . 

Asked . whether Jordan’s 
quest for compensation for 
the fosses-it suffered as in- 
direct result of tife Gulf crisis 
• ? — the tie facto -bkekade of 

the port of Aqaba as part of 
the enforcement of the sanc- 
tions against Iraq — was part 
Of his discussions here, Mr. 
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Black policemen 

lock out white 
colleagues 


JOHANNESBURG iAFP) 

— About 100 black 
locked out their 
leagues at the Orlando PolivC 
Station in the nearby black 
township of Soweto Monday, 
accusing them of racism* a | 
policemen's tniion A 

spokesman for the POPCRU 
union said the incident was 
sparked by a white policeman 
calling a black officer a “kaf- 
fir,” tee worst racial epithet a 
South African white can 
direct at a -black. The officers 
reopened the gates late in the 
morning, after officials from? 
the provincial government dr 
Gauteng — wmch covers the j 
greater Johannesburg area 
and Pretoria — negotiated i 
with the protestors. One : 
officer, who was not named, j 
told a private radio station | 
that the action aimed to pro- ', 
test against “the racist atti- } 
tude of the commander and • 
other superior officers.” | 


New Euro-MPs 
take their 
(flip-down) seats 


STRASBOURG (AFP) — ' 
Fifty-nine Euro-MPs from - 
the the ElTs three newest 
member states took their 
teats in -the Ecropean Parlia- 
ment Monday — but only 
after they had flipped them 
down and slid into place. The 
cinema-style tip-up .seats for 
the new members from Au-. 
stria, Finland and Sweden , 
have berm installed pending i 
work on the enlarged Stras- 1 
bourg Henricyde, which will ! 
not be fully ready until the | 
end of 1997. The old partia- ! 
ment bad 567 deputies, but ! 
has been expanded to 626 
with the new members. Each * 
of the new parliamentarians 

— 21 from Austria, 22 foA 
Sweden and 16 from Finland 

— was greeted with a hand- 
shake from parliament Presi- 
dent Klaus Haensch. “It is a 
very special day,” said Mr. 
Haensch. 


Plan to retrieve 
Drake’s body 
hits trouble 


LONDON (R) — A plan to 
retrieve the body of British 
buccaneer Sir Francis Drake 
from his watery grave in the 
Caribbean and bring it home 
for a ceremonial burial has 
run into trouble with the Brit- 
ish navy. A British-led team 
of historians and salvage ex- 
perts have raised £80,00(1 
($125,000) to bring Drake to 
the surface after pinpointing 
where they believe the body 
of the famous 16th-century 
explorer lies off the Panama-; 
nian coast. But the Royal 
Navy is not in favour of the 
scheme. “It’s the same thin g 
as grave^snatching. He had 
an honourable burial at sea 


and we wish his remains to be 
undisturbed,” a naval 
spokesman said Monthly. “I 
would be very hacked off 
(angry) if anyone came along 
and nabbed (took) my body tf 
I’d been buried at sea,” he 
added. However, Panama- 
nian authorities will make the 
final decision about Drake!;. 
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Sacked bishop 
joins homeless 
sit-in protest 


PARIS (AFP) — Jacques 
Galliot, the controversial* . 
bishop sacked by the Vaticart 
last week, Monday joined a 
protest by seme 100 homeless- 
people who entered and 
occupied a Paris soda] secur- 
ity office, officials said. The 
Demonstration was to protest; 
against French social security 
rides, which prevent people 
between the ages of 18-25 
from receiving statutory 
minimum income, thereby . 
forcing many of them onto 
the streets. The protestors 
occupied the social security 
office in Paris’ 14th Arron- 
(fissenrent, and presented a 
list of. 10 young people for 
whom they were demanding 
benefits. Gaillot was sacked 
as bishop of the Normandy- 
city of Evreux on Friday for. 
disobeying Catholic ortho- 
doxy. The 59-year-old derifc 
upset the Catholic hierarchy 
by, among other thins, giv- 
ing interviews to the French- 
guiy magazine Lui and a 
magazine for homosexuals, 
Gay-Tied. The Vatican s^d 
he consistently failed’ to W© 
warnings . about’ his unorthcb 
dox behaviour and opinions. 1 
He said Friday that he was-, 
disappoointed at the Vatican 
“Qsfonj but added, that it 
give him more free- 
dom to help othera/ 
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